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   Membership Initiative 
 

     More than 250 Catholic Scouters 
from across the country joined together 
in Schaumburg, Ill. from April 25 – 29 
to participate in the NCCS 39th biennial 
conference.  Working under the theme 
of “Companions on the Journey” the 
participants heard from a variety of 
speakers, shared program ideas and 
concerns, attended workshops, and 
spent time together in developing a 
stronger youth ministry through Scout-
ing under Catholic auspices. 
     The program got underway on Tues-
day, April 25 with meetings of the 
standing committee chairs and advisors 
and the regional chairs and chaplains.  
The standing committees then met that 
evening to conduct routine business 
such as reviewing and discussing the 
national Directory on Catechesis, reli-
gious emblem programs, the Scouter 
Development: Lay Apostolate for 
Scouting program, and many other on-
going programs.   
     Wednesday morning began with a 
continental breakfast in conjunction 
with the Info-Sharing 2006 exhibits and 
displays.  Participants had the opportu-
nity to visit the 15 different booths and 
displays highlighting various dioceses  
and the programs they offer, meet with 
representatives from St. Mary’s Press, 
and see displays from the various stand-
ing committees, the Philmont Training 
Center and the Relationship Division of 
the Boy Scouts of America.  
     The participants spent the remainder 
of Wednesday morning attending a spe-
cial workshop entitled “Scouting as 
Youth Ministry:  Where do we fit in?” 
moderated by Kevin Driscoll, Coordina-
tor of the Diocese  of Gary Office for 
Youth and Young Adults.  In his work-
shop Mr. Driscoll outlined seven items 

to embrace to become a part of youth 
ministry and concluded his remarks by 
outlining three items to avoid or be sensi-
tive to in dealing with others associated 
with youth ministries.   
     A first for this biennial meeting was 
the Philmont reunion luncheon, with 
Brian Gray, the Director of the Philmont 
Training Center, as the guest speaker.  
Mr. Gray brought the attendees up to date 
on happenings at the training center and 
attendees had a chance to share their ex-
periences and memories from past train-
ing sessions. 
     Following the luncheon was the open-
ing general session highlighted by re-
marks from Robert Mazzuca, the national 
director of the development group in the 
office of the assistant chief scout execu-
tive in the BSA national office.  In his 
remarks he complimented the NCCS as 
“the model for every chartered partner 
and carrying out an agenda that mirrors 
Boy Scout values and programs.”      
     Highlighting the second day of the 
conference was a trip to the Mundelein 
Seminary, the major theological seminary 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago.  The 
group celebrated the Eucharistic liturgy in 
the beautiful chapel on the campus of St. 
Mary of the Lake with Bishop Gerald 
Gettelfinger, NCCS Episcopal Liaison, as 
the celebrant.  Dinner followed in the 
seminary dining room.   
     Day three began with a prayer break-
fast that featured remarks by Rev. Dan 
Coughlin, chaplain of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, who shared his insights 
and discussed the idea of companionship 
as a part of his unique ministry in the na-
tion’s capital. 
     Participants then spent the remainder 
of the morning and early afternoon at-
tending workshops sponsored by the vari-

ous committees of NCCS.  In all, 19 
separate workshops were offered in nine 
areas, including such wide ranging top-
ics as Scout Chaplaincy in a Multi-
Culture Environment, Marketing your 
(Arch) Diocesan Committee, Compan-
ion with Special Needs Youth, and Who 
Me . .  A Youth Minister? 
     The afternoon concluded with the 
second general session with Kevin Dris-
coll as the keynote speaker and Liturgy  
celebrated by Most Rev. Richard Semi-
nack, Bishop of the Eparchy of St. 
Nicholas in Chicago for Ukrainians.  
 

(continued on page 2) 
    

Mundelein Chapel 
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 (continued from page 1) 
      Friday got off to a rousing start with a 
“Breakfast of Champions” featuring John 
Halloran and Rev. Dennis O’Rourke, chair-
man and advisor of the finance committee, 
who outlined various ways to provide fi-
nancial support to the NCCS.  The final two 
workshop periods concluded the morning’s 
program.  
     The NCCS business meeting was held 
on Friday afternoon and the executive 
board meeting was held on Saturday morn-
ing. 
     The closing liturgy for the conference 
was hosted by the Archdiocese  of Chicago, 
with Auxiliary Bishop George Rassas, as 
the celebrant.  The conference banquet fol-
lowed with comments from Raymond 
Blackwell, Director of the BSA’s Central 
Region and the evening’s guest speaker, 
Chris Bury.  Mr. Bury, an Eagle Scout, and 
correspondent for the ABC News 
“Nightline” program, spoke about his years 
as a Scout and how his Scouting experience 
shaped his professional and adult life.  
 

39th Biennial  
Conference Highlights 

Chairman’s Message  by Bray Barnes 
  

     Were you there? Did you attend the Biennial Confer-
ence? If you did not, you missed a great time. The Arch-
diocese of Chicago Scouting Committee and our Confer-
ence Committee did an outstanding job in making us feel 
welcome. From the time we arrived to the time we all 
departed, the host committee was there supporting the 
conference and assisting all those who attended. You can 
tell they were proud of their community, their committee 
and the dioceses that they serve. 
     We experienced an Eastern Rite Mass that was an edu-
cation to us all. It reminded us that the Catholic Church 
“breaths with two lungs”. It also gave us an opportunity 
to increase membership in Eastern Rite Churches and we 
look forward to being able to serve those Scouts and lead-
ers. 
     We went to the seminary at Mundelein and, since I 
was able to arrive early with Bishop Gettelfinger he took 
Fr. Kevin Smith and me on a tour of the grounds. On a 

perfect day that saw warm sunshine and not a cloud in the sky, Father Kevin and I mar-
veled at the beautiful grounds surrounding a crystal clear lake. We remarked that this 
would make a great scout camp. 

The Breakfast of Champions saw a great response in the number of Golden Ad 
Altare Dei and Spes Mundi awards along with an 89% participation by the Board in the 
annual appeal. This is the highest percent that we have had since the Board passed a reso-
lution for 100% participation a few years ago. Now, let’s achieve the resolution goal of 
100%! 

Our guest speakers certainly kept the audience’s attention. Bob Mazzuca set the 
benchmark high as the first keynote speaker and really set the pace for the rest of the con-
ference. The prayer breakfast with Fr. Dan Coughlin, Chaplain for the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, Padre’s luncheon and the Philmont celebration lunch with Brian Gray, kept 
the enthusiasm high. The closing banquet kept up the pace with Regional BSA Director 
Ray Blackwell and keynote speaker ABC correspondent Chris Bury speaking of the life-
time values of Scouting. 

This was our first time at the Hyatt hotel chain under our new agreement with 
them. The staff could not have been more attentive to our needs and I do not think there 
was one person that was disappointed with the accommodations. What a great value for 
the dollar! 

Seminars were well presented, booths saw a lot of activity and the various meet-
ings of committees saw significant accomplishments. Everyone met the Pro Team chal-
lenge and now moves ahead to provide outstanding Catholic youth ministry program 
through the Scouting program. All the committees and regions have signed on to be proac-
tive this year! 

A heartfelt thanks to all who attended and worked so hard to make this one of our 
best Biennial meetings. If you were there, I am sure that you had a rewarding experience. 
If you did not attend, I hope that you will make the next Biennial Meeting in 2008 at Lou-
isville, Kentucky a part of your calendar. 

By: Joe DeStephano 
 

     Thank you to all who have made a contribu-
tion to the ICCS Endowment Fund established 
by the NCCS to support the Catholic Scouts in 
the Americas Region. Contributions are still 
needed to reach our goal of $20,000 to supple-
ment the $80,000 allocated from NCCS funds. 
     This is a great opportunity for the NCCS and 
ICCS, working together, to make a most impor-
tant contribution to the Catholic Scouts in the  
Americas Region. Hopefully, your contribution 
will finally afford some Scouts the opportunity 
to become an integral part of International 
Scouting and receive exposure to different cul-
tures, to meet new friends and to learn more 
about Scouting in the Catholic Church. 
      Your support is crucial to reaching our goal. 
Please, seriously consider making your contri-
bution to this most important challenge.  
     Any individual, unit, or DCCS may make a 
contribution to the ICCS Endowment Fund to 
support the youth activities of Catholic Scouts 
in the Americas Region. 
   You can make a contribution by making 
checks payable to 'NCCS' and note in the left 
hand corner of check, 'for ICCS endowment 
fund'.  Mail to:  NCCS, Attn:  Barb 
Nestel,  1325 West Walnut Lane,  PO Box 
152079, Irving, TX 75015-2079.     

 

ICCS Needs Your Support 

The original St. George medallion (suspended from the ribbon) 
had a removable center which could be worn as a lapel pin.  This 
changed around 1975.  Up until the late 1970s a woman could 
order a St. George "bowknot" to wear on a dress or blouse in lieu 
of a lapel pin.  This was a golden metal bow with a mini St. 
George pin suspended from it.  The NCCS used to present a lapel 
"board pin" to new Executive Board members.  This was discon-
tinued when the original supply ran out in about 1997 and the pin 
was never re-ordered.  If you have notes or questions on NCCS 
history, please send to Oldowski@juno.com.   

Did You Know…? 
By Bob Oldowski 
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National Gold Medallion Winners 
REGION CUB SCOUT PACK BOY SCOUT TROOP VENTURE CREW 

(1) Diocese of Providence Diocese  of Providence   

VT,ME,NH Pack 7 Troop 7 NONE 

MA, RI, CT St Rose & Clement Parish St Rose & Clement Parish   
  Warwick, RI Warwick, RI   

NY NONE Troop 130 Crew 2079 

   Our Mother of Sorrows Parish St Augustine Parish 

   Rochester, NY New City, NY 

(3) Diocese  of Erie Diocese  of Harrisburg   

   St John the Baptist Parish 
Annunciation of Blessed Virgin Mary 

Parish NONE 

  Erie, PA McSherrystown, PA   

(4) Diocese of Wilmington Diocese of Arlington   
DE, VA, DC, MD Pack 61 Troop 50 NONE 

 WV, Military Archdiocese Holy Rosary Church Holy Spirit Parish   

  Claymont, DE Annandale, VA   

(5) Diocese  of Louisville Diocese  of Memphis Diocese  of Biloxi 

KY,TN, LA, MS, AL Pack 308 Troop 341 Crew 78 

  Mother of Good Counsel Church St Louis Parish St Clare Parish 

  Louisville, KY Memphis, TN Waveland, MS 

(6) Diocese  of Toledo Diocese  of Toledo Diocese  Toledo 

MI, OH Pack 38 Troop 167 Venture Crew 1600 

  St Francis de Sales HS St Rose Parish Toledo Diocese  CCS 

  Toledo, OH Toledo, OH Toledo, OH 

(7) Diocese of  Evansville Diocese  of Evansville Diocese  Evansville 

WI, IL, IN Pack 94 Troop 368 Crew & Ship 312 

  O'Fallon KofC St Theresa Parish Nativity Catholic Parish 

  O'Fallon, IL Evansville, IN Evansville, IN 

(8) Archdiocese  of St Paul/Minneapolis  Archdiocese  St Paul/Mpls 

ND, SD, MN Pack 240 NONE Venture Crew 651 

  Transfiguration Parish   St Joseph the Worker Parish 

  Oakdale, MN   Osseo, MN 

(9) Diocese  of Kansas City-St. Joseph Archdiocese of St Louis   

IA, NE, KS Pack 4214 Troop 89 NONE 

MO KofC 6780 St Sabina Parish   

  Liberty, MO Florissant, MO   

(10) Archdiocese  of San Antonio Archdiocese of Galveston/Houston    
OK, AR, TX Pack 271 Troop 673 NONE 

  St Cecelia Catholic Community St Matthew's Parish    

  San Antonio, TX Houston, TX   

(11) Diocese of Orange Archdiocese  Los Angeles Diocese  of Las Vegas 

CA, NV, HI Pack 811 Troop 724 Crew 453 

  St Angela Parish St Martha Parish Las Vegas Diocese  CCS 

  Brea, CA LaPuente, CA Las Vegas, NV 

(12)     

AK. WA, OR NONE NONE NONE 

MT, ID     

(13) Diocese of Colorado Springs Diocese of  Phoenix Diocese of  Tucson 

WY, CO, UT Pack 268 Troop 118 Venture Crew 747 

AZ, NM St Patrick Parish St Benedict Parish Corpus Christi Parish 

  Colorado Springs, CO Chandler, AZ Tucson, AZ 

(14) Diocese  of St. Petersburg Diocese  of Charleston   
FL, GA, NC Pack 339 Troop 79 NONE 

SC St Timothy Parish KC Council 9574   

  Tampa, FL Spartanburg, SC   

(15)  Eparchy of Parma   

Eastern Churches NONE T175—St. Andrews Byzantine Church NONE 

  Mentor on the Lake, OH   

       

(2)   Diocese  of Rochester Archdiocese of  New York 

PA, NJ Pack 13 Troop 107  
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By Alan Tarlo 
 
      Each year, local Diocesan Catholic committees plan and execute programs and retreats 
that reach out to thousands of Catholic youth across the nation.   The National Catholic 
Committee on Scouting (NCCS) established the “Award for Excellence” to recognize these 
outstanding efforts.  
      At this year’s 2006 NCCS biennial conference, the following Diocesan programs were 
chosen to receive the “Award of Excellence”.  
 

• Diocese of Saint Petersburg - “Christ is Light” 2005 Catholic Boy Scout / Venture 
Scout Retreat 

• Diocese of Greensburg - Jesus in 2004 - Annual Catholic Conference 
• Diocese of San Bernardino - Good Turn Service Project 
• Diocese of Phoenix - “Lift high the cross” 2005 Catholic Boy Scout Retreat 
• Diocese  of Dodge City - Year of the Eucharist Religious Activity Program 
• Diocese of Richmond - Catholic Youth Leadership Trek  

 
      Join us in congratulating these Dioceses for developing and executing outstanding pro-
grams and for sharing their plans and ideas with everyone.     
     If you would like to have your program or retreat considered for the Award of Excel-
lence, then complete the Award of Excellence application and send it along with a detail 
planning document to NCCS – Award of Excellence – PO Box 152079 – Irving, TX  75015-
2079 or via email to Alan Tarlo Sr. (ait16fast@hotmail.com). 
     Visit the NCCS website for more information, including a copy of these programs.  
If you would like a CD with all the Award of Excellence programs, please send an email to 
RickLanahan@comcast.net.    
      Congratulations to the award recipients. 

 Six Dioceses’  Programs Recognized 
 2005 AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE WINNERS NAMED  

 
•Pope Benedict XVI named seven priests of the Archdiocese of Baltimore 
Monsignors, including Rev. Thomas L. Phillips, pastor of St. Gabriel Parish in 
Woodlawn, Md. and the Archdiocesan Chaplain for the Catholic Committee on 
Scouting for the past 10 years.  Congratulations to Monsignor Phillips. 
•Military Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien announced that the Catholic Church 
has granted competency to the Archdiocese  for the Military Services to proceed 
with the case for canonization of Father Vincent Capodanno, a Navy chaplain who 
died in Sept. 1967 while offering aid and comfort to a wounded Marine pinned 
down by enemy fire in Vietnam.    Father Dan Mode, now serving as a Navy 
Chaplain in Afghanistan and Region 4 Chaplain for NCCS, has been named the 
primary contact because of his close involvement with Father Capodanno’s cause.  
Father Mode is the author of The Grunt Padre, a biography of Father Capodanno. 
•IN MEMORIAM:  Jane Deckenbach, wife of long time NCCS member Jack 
Deckenbach, passed away May 1.  She had attended many executive board and 
committee meetings over the years and was, with her husband Jack, who passed 
away in March 2002, a long time NCCS supporter.   Please keep Jane and her 
family in your prayers. 
•Also your prayers are requested for Michael Bridgeman (son of Sam and 
Betty) who is recovering from serious injuries suffered in a car accident. 
•Congratulations to John Halloran, NCCS vice chairman for finance, and Father  
Joe Weber, Chair of the Chaplains Committee, who were both recently promoted 
to Colonel in the United States Army.  Hoahh! 
•Father Roger Strebel, member of the Executive Board and long time NCCS 
member, celebrated forty years of service to our Lord on May 27th.  Congratulations Father 
and thanks for your priestly service! 

We are starting a collection of activities 
that we can share with all the Catholic 
Committees and Scouters.  If you have 
an activity, skit, song, etc. that you 
have done in the past, then send the 
information  to Rick Lanahan at  
RickLanahan@comcast.net.  We would 
like to share these great activities with 
all Catholic Scouters through the Bridge 
newsletter, NCCS website, by CD (at 
our biennial conferences) and via 
email.   Send in your ideas and activi-
ties today. 
 
The following activity was submitted by 
the Diocese  of Brooklyn-Queens. 
 
Scout Rosary 
 
The Scout Rosary is a prayer gadget.  
A pencil sized stick is found in the 
woods, notched and carved (or painted) 
with care to serve as a wood tool for 
use by Scouts on the trail.  The Scout 
Rosary costs nothing to make except 
for some quiet and still time in the 
hands of the Scout. 
 

Front

Cross notches for a
crucifix

Sign of the Fish
for the Apostle’s Creed

Wide notch for the
Lord’s Prayer

Small notches for 3
Hail Marys for Faith,
Hope and Charity

Wide Notch for
Glory Be

Blue Ribbon Ideas 
To Share 

      The Bridge is published quarterly    
   by the National Catholic Committee on 
Scouting (NCCS).  It is distributed to all 
members, Scouting Councils and Youth 
Ministry Offices.  For more information or 
to submit photos and/or an article please 
     contact the editor Mike Gannon at 
                 scouttrain@aol.com 
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Knights of Columbus and Boy Scouts of America Sponsor Membership  
Initiative to Promote Catholic Youth Ministry Through Scouting Programs 

     In response to numerous law suits 
and complaints from the Illinois Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), the 
National Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America recommended in 2005 that 
local government chartered units, in-
cluding those chartered by public 
schools, should transfer their charters to 
private organizations.  The final results 
of that action may be similar to how 
Japanese Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto 
reacted to the attack he led on Pearl 
Harbor when he is credited with saying, 
"I fear all we have done is to awaken a 
sleeping giant and fill him with a terri-
ble resolve." 
     In this case, the “sleeping giant” 
may be the Knights of Columbus, par-
ticularly Southwest Council 3910 of St. 
Thomas More parish in Houston, 
Texas.  And the leader of the giants 
may well be Charles Raimond, Sr., the 
Council’s youth director (and NCCS 
Region 10 chairman).   
      After hearing a plea from the Boy 
Scout’s Sam Houston Area Council for 
new sponsors for the 20 Cub Scout 
packs, two troops and one Venture 
crew in the Gulfton area that were af-
fected by the Court’s ruling, he saw a 
challenge and proposed that Council 
sponsor all the units, not the expected 
one or two units.     
     For Raimond, it was an easy deci-
sion.  “I joined the Knights because of 
the work I saw that they were doing in 
supporting victims from Hurricane 
Katrina.  I liked the fact that they were 
active and doing things to actively sup-
port those in need.  And this opportu-
nity presented itself and it just seemed 
like the right thing to do for those 1,850 
boys in the units who needed the Scout-
ing program.  I knew that we could not 
abandon these youth, especially since 
these units are primarily in a gang 
prone area of southwest Houston 
(known as the Gulfton area) where all 
youth are ‘at-risk.’ 
     I saw that we could take the ‘dung 
heap’ that the American Civil Liberties 
Union gave us when they took this case 
to court and make it our fertilizer to 
make things grow.  The ACLU really 

did us a favor.” 
     He quickly earned the backing of 
Ed Le Sage, the Grand Knight of the 
Council, who recognized this as one 
of those times when faith based or-
ganizations needed to step forward. 
“Here was an opportunity for us to 
step in and do something that could 
have an impact on a larger scale.  Cer-
tain things are appropriate, virtuous, 
and good and this was one of them,” 
said Le Sage.  “We realized time was 
of the essence and decided that we 
could do this and send a clear mes-
sage to both the Boy Scout and 
Knights of Columbus organizations 
across the country that sponsoring 
units was something we could do and 
we were prepared to do that.”   
     Monsignor Bill Young, Chaplain 
for the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston Catholic Committee on 
Scouting, was not totally surprised at 
the turn of events. “I knew Charley 
was looking for a way to get involved  
and when I went to the Boy Scout 
District Committee meeting and told 
them I had a sponsor for the units in 
the Gulfton area , they were at first all 
pleased that at least one unit would be 
able to continue offering the Scouting 

program.  It took me a long time to 
convince them that this one sponsor 
was taking all the units.”    
     Monsignor Young sees this as a 
long term commitment.  “I expect this 
will continue to grow and I know they 
want it to be more than just a sponsor-
ship in name only.”   
     And Raimond couldn’t agree more.  
“This is really just the beginning.  We 
want to have Knights involved as reli-
gious and merit badge counselors, unit 
leaders, and mentors for these young 
boys.  We want the Scouts to have a 
chance to work on their religious em-
blems, no matter what religion they 
practice.  This is about helping de-
velop character and morals in these 
Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Venture 
Crew members.” 
     Monsignor Young stated that the 
local Catholic committee will provide 
religious emblem counselor training 
and counselors for the Catholic em-
blems while finding other local con-
tacts for other religious emblems.  
This will have a greater impact than 
just helping the Scouting program.  
Since the Cub Scout program, in par-
ticular tend to bring in families,  so it  
        (continued on page 6) 

Scouts and Nuns show their appreciation to Southwest Knight of Columbus 
Council 3910 for their support.  The Council now sponsors 25 Scout units and 
two convents for Vietnamese nuns. 
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Knights and Scouts Partnership Furthers Youth Ministry Roles 

            another smoke signal from my teepee 
      By Gordon Steifel     
 Well, here I am with my teepee at the new location. Thanks to all of your support and votes, I was installed as the newest Vice Chairman 
of NCCS. As the newest or “baby” Vice Chair, my new location in NCCS is to be of humble service and support to the Membership, Reli-
gious Emblems and Religious Activities Committee. Forgive me, if I did not get the opportunity to greet and meet you at our GREAT 
Chicago 2006 Biennial meeting. Because there was more than 250 attendees, it did not allow me, as I served as host committee chairman, 
much time to hear directly from you what’s happening in Catholic Scouting in America today. If you get a chance, drop me an update 
email at taggroup@sbcglobal.net. Please mark the subject, NCCS, so I do open it! 
     Here are just a few updates happening January 1, 2007, from my teepee that you really need to know…. 
• Cub Emblems, Parvuli Dei and Light of Christ only, will have a price increase of $.25 per medal. This price hike is a direct result of 

the ever increasing cost of metal. NCCS continues to work very hard to hold the prices on all of our emblems. This increase simply 
reflects market conditions for metal. 

• Parvuli Dei will now be available in complete bilingual, English and Spanish, formats in the same book. No other changes have been 
made to this publication. 

• Changes approved by the Religious Emblems committee are being made to the Ad Altare Dei emblem program. Upon review, the 
changes may seem minor to you, but are mission critical to be in compliance with documents issued by USCCB, e.g. the general in-
struction of the Roman Missal. The minor modified books will appear as soon as we deplete our current AAD stock. A Scout is 
thrifty! 

• The price of all of our religious emblem books will increase; the price of A Scout is Reverent will remain the same. This increase 
simply reflects market conditions for paper. 

(continued from page 5) 
can only help to strengthen the entire 
community.” 
     The  Boy Scout’s Sam Houston 
Council commitment come in the form 
of para-professional Scouters hired to 
help oversee the development of pro-
grams to support these units.   
     The Knights of Council 3910 see 
this as just one more way to be active in 
the local community.   Monsignor 
Young points out that the Council is 
already deeply committed.  “They col-
lect nearly 100 tons of food each year 
for homeless shelters and sponsor two 
convents for Vietnamese nuns.  This is 
just one more way that the 184 mem-
bers of this council have chosen to 
practice their faith.” 
     What is happening in Gulfport is 
just the latest example of a long rela-
tionship between the Knights of Co-
lumbus and the Boy Scouts of America.  
In 1913, the Knights of Columbus 
Council 1337 was chartered to operate 
Boy Scout Troop 1 in Monroe, La.  
Nine years later, the Knights of Colum-
bus Supreme Council formally com-
mended Scouting as “fruitful activity 
for the Order” and said that local coun-
cils had “molded young boys” through 
the Scouting program. 
     Now, 90 years later the Knights con-
tinue to shape lives by serving 42,000 

young people in more than 1,400 Scout-
ing units nationwide.  Nearly 800 
Knights Councils now sponsor Scout 
units.     
     Sam Bridgeman of Virginia, a long 
time Knight and Scouter, was recently 
appointed chairman of an ad hoc com-
mittee formed by the National Catholic 
Committee on Scouting to work with the 
Knights to establish and nurture a 
stronger relationship between the 
Knights and the Boys Scouts.  That ap-
pointment came after a formal memoran-
dum of mutual support was signed last 
fall at the Knights of Columbus head-
quarters between the two organizations 
stating “the Knights and Boys Scouts 
would work cooperatively with each 
other within the policies and regulations 
of each organization, to establish and 
nurture Scout units and as expression of 
community service and youth ministry of 
the Catholic Church.”  
     Bridgeman sees what happened in 
Gulfton as just the beginning.  “This is 
absolutely a miracle.  It really has the 
potential to start something big.”  And in 
fact, the Texas State Council passed a 
resolution in May at their annual meeting 
to “recommend that the Knights of Co-
lumbus, in tradition of service to youth, 
be a leader in re-chartering Scouting 
units formerly chartered to public 
schools.”  It is already happening.  

Knights of Columbus Council 12385 at 
Corpus Christi parish in Houston just 
recently picked up the charters for four 
more previously school chartered units.    
     But Bridgeman is impatient.  He has 
issued a challenge to all local Knights 
councils and local Diocese committees 
to look at sponsoring at least one new 
unit under this initiative.  “We don’t 
need to wait for the paperwork,” he 
said.  “Just each Knights of Columbus 
council sponsoring one unit with the 
cooperation of the local Catholic com-
mittee and the local Boy Scout council 
could really make a difference.”  He is 
also asking all NCCS members who are 
members of the Knights to contact him 
so he can build a list of resources avail-
able to local Scout councils.    
     The Knights of Columbus member-
ship initiative to provide youth ministry 
through the Scouting program is now 
underway and information packages 
outlining the program will be mailed to 
all Knights of Columbus Councils, Di-
ocesan Catholic committees and all 
Boy Scout Councils in the country be-
ginning in July. 
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC COMMITTEE ON SCOUTING 
2005 QUALITY DIOCESE  WINNERS 

 
Region I  Archdiocese  of Hartford; Diocese of Fall River, Norwich, 

Portland, Providence, Springfield 
Region II Archdiocese  of New York; Dioceses of Albany, Brooklyn, 
   Buffalo, Ogdensburg, Rochester, Rockville Centre, Syracuse 
Region III Archdioceses of Newark, Philadelphia; Dioceses of Altoona- 

Johnstown, Erie, Greensburg, Harrisburg, Metuchen, Scranton, 
Trenton 

Region IV Archdiocese  of Baltimore, Washington; Dioceses of Arlington, 
   Wilmington. 
Region V Archdioceses of Louisville, New Orleans; Dioceses of Baton 

Rouge, Biloxi, Birmingham, Covington, Houma-Thibodaux, 
Knoxville, Lafayette, Lexington, Memphis, Nashville, Owens-
boro, Shreveport. 

Region VI Archdioceses of Cincinnati, Detroit; Dioceses of Columbus, 
Saginaw, Toledo, Youngstown. 

Region VII           Archdioceses of Chicago, Milwaukee; Dioceses of Evansville, 
   Fort Wayne-South Bend, Gary, Green Bay, LaCrosse, Lafay-

ette, Rockford, Superior 
Region VIII          Archdiocese of St. Paul- Minneapolis 
Region IX             Archdioceses of Kansas City, Omaha, Saint Louis; Dioceses of Kansas 

City-St. Joseph, Sioux City, Springfield-Cape Giardeau,  
 Wichita 
Region X              Archdioceses  of Galveston-Houston, Oklahoma City, San Antonio; 
  Dioceses of Austin, Corpus Christi, Fort Worth, Tulsa 
Region XI            Archdiocese  of Los Angeles; Dioceses of Orange, Las Vegas,  
 Sacramento, San Jose 
Region XII None 
Region XIII          Archdiocese of Santa Fe; Diocese  of Colorado Springs, Phoenix, 

Pueblo, Salt Lake City, Tucson 
Region XIV          Archdiocese of Atlanta; Dioceses of Charleston, Saint Petersburg,  
                                            Palm Beach 

Nashville Diocese 
Shares  Idea for New 
Scout Patch for Scouts 
Who Earn More Than 
One Religious Award 
              By Rick Lanahan 
     About 5 years ago, my home Diocese  of 
Nashville was looking for a way to encour-
age and recognize Scouts who earn more 
than one Religious emblem.   We searched 
the web and noticed that San Jose’s Catho-
lic Committee on Scouting had developed a 
program that looked like a fit for us.  
     The program is simple and inexpensive 
to implement.   Here is how we imple-
mented the program.   When a scout earns 
their first Religious Emblem we give him  
our Diocesan patch.  Before and after the 
Emblem Mass we sell the rocker patches 
(for $2 each).   The $2 price more than cov-
ers the cost of the Diocesan patch and 
rocker.    We typically get 50% or more of 
the award recipients to purchase rockers. 
     Here is how you can implement this 
program in your Diocese.  Get permission 
from your Bishop and Diocese  to use their 
Diocesan Seal.  Have the Diocese send you 
a color image of the Diocesan  Seal.   If you 
cannot use the Diocesan Seal, then you will 
need to create an image that is meaningful 
to your committee. Email the image to a 
patch company so they can create a patch 
template for you.   Remember, the patch 
must be 3” in diameter.  Make sure that you 
have your (arch) Diocese  name on the 
patch.  Also, we like the cloth patches, be-
cause they look better and they are easy to 
sew onto material, but they are slightly 
more expensive.   Once the template is cre-
ated have the embroidery company create a 
patch and email a picture for your approval.  
      Now here is the good news… 
     The rockers have already been designed.   
All you need to do is order the rocker 
patches that you need.   Rockers have been 
created for all of the Cub Scout, Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout Religious Emblems.         To 
order the rocker patches, contact Moritz 
Embroidery Works at (800) 533-4183. Let 
them know that the templates are already 
developed and defined under the following 
account name “CCOS_TN”. 
     If you have any additional Diocese  sug-
gestions, then forward them to me at  
RickLanahan@comcast.net.  I am compil-
ing a list of ideas that we can share through 
the Bridge, on our NCCS website, at Bien-
nial Conferences and through email.   The 
more you can contribute the more we can 
share.    
 

     Four members of the NCCS were 
named as recipients of the Silver St. 
George Emblem this spring.  This em-
blem is a national recognition for those 
who have provided significant service 
to national Catholic Scouting. 
     Monsignor John Brady of the Arch-
diocese of Washington has participated 
in some way at every national boy 
Scout Jamboree since the first in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1937 and was a pioneer 
chaplain at Philmont Scout Ranch.  He 
served for 46 years as the Scout Chap-
lain for the Archdiocese of Washington 
and is currently serving as interim 
Chaplain for Region 4.  He received the 
award in Washington DC at the BSA 
National meeting in May. 
    The following received the award at 
the Biennial meeting. Jack Peterson,   
from Chicago, has served the NCCS for 
more than 15 years.  He also served on 
the finance and membership commit-

tees and was instrumental in promot-
ing the Cabrini project aimed at the 
development and support of inner city 
Scout units. 
     Gerard Scanlan  is from the Arch-
diocese of New York, and has been 
involved in Catholic Scouting for 
more than 25 years. He served on the 
religious emblems committee and was 
the course director for the Scouting in 
the Catholic Church training confer-
ence at Philmont in 2002.  He now 
serves as the chairman of the market-
ing and public relations committee.  
     Austin Cannon of the Rockville 
Center (NY) Diocese has served on 
the  religious emblems, chaplains, and 
training committees.  He also served 
as the course director for the Philmont 
Training Course and had a key role in 
developing the course content.  He is 
also the logistics manager of the St.  
George Trek at Philmont. 

NCCS Honors 4 with Silver St. George Emblem  
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Photos (clockwise from top left): 
 
• Chris Bury of ABC News high-

lights his scouting experience dur-
ing the banquet address 

      
• Bishop Rassas concelebrates the 

closing Mass  with Father  La-
Chance, National Chaplain. 

 
• National Chairman Bray 
      Barnes  presides over the 
     annual business meeting 
 
• Pat Berney, of the Diocese  of  Ar-

lington, Va.,  visits the vocations 
Info-Sharing exhibit. 
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