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Volunteers are sought to fill key national 
and regional leadership positions in NCCS 

     The NCCS is searching for capable 
volunteers to serve as national officers, 
regional leaders, committee chairs and 
standing committee members. Job de-
scriptions for the various positions can 
be found in the Bylaws and Handbook 
for Operations at www.nccs-bsa.org/
handbook-bylaws/hb-toc.php on the 
NCCS Website. All of these positions 
involve self-motivation, leadership 
skills, and often professional level skills 
(marketing, finance, accounting, jour-
nalism, sales, human relations, etc.).  
Scouting and church (parish and/or di-
ocesan) leadership experience is ex-
pected.  Financial support is not nor-
mally offered for volunteers in normal 
execution of their duties and a level of 
annual financial contribution to the 
NCCS is expected. 
     In November, 2008, NCCS voting 
members will be voting for the next 
NCCS chairman-elect, two vice-
chairmen, and one third of the regional 
chairmen and Chaplains.  The standing 
committee chairmen and Chaplains are 
appointed by the National Chairman 

and Chaplain. Resumes of pertinent 
service are invited from all members 
for inclusion in the NCCS database. 
Further, nominations are solicited for 
nat iona l leader ship pos it ions 
(including self-nominations and let-
ters indicating willingness to serve in 
specific capacities).  
     Nominations should be sent to the 
Nominating Committee chairman or 
the NCCS secretary.  The standard 
biography and interest forms are 
available from the NCCS secretary 
and on the website. 
     Information provided in resumes 
and biographies may    be shared with 
other members of the NCCS, Boy 
Scouts of America, and diocesan lead-
ers in the process of verification. Sub-
mission of a resume does not assure 
an appointment to a specific position 
or standing committee. Recommenda-
tions are made by the nominating 
committee, but approval of the Execu-
tive Committee is required for all bal-
lot candidates and appointments to 
national committees. 
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Chris Manning, conducts one of the classes in 
the Scouting in the Catholic Church Course at the 
Philmont Training Center in August.  See details 
and more photos on page 5.   

      Don York, Director of the Relation-
ships Division of the Boys Scouts of 
America and long time friend of the 
NCCS, retired in August after 44 years 
of service to the BSA.  Don is an Eagle 
Scout with four palms.  He received his 
God and Country emblem from the 
United Methodist Church and was 
awarded the St. George Emblem for his 
service to Catholic Scouting.   He is a 
Vigil Honor member of the Order of 
the Arrow and is a three-bead Wood 
Badge.  Don has directed three National 
Camping Schools and has served on 
national and world jamboree staffs.    
     He has served as district executive,  
field director and development director,  
director of support services, associate 
regional director, Western Region 
Scout executive, director of field ser-
vice/chief operating officer, New York, 
N.Y., and director, Relationships Divi-
sion, national office, Irving, Texas, 
since 2002. 
     He and his wife Sherry are retiring 
to South Padre Island, Texas.   

BSA Relationships Director and 
good friend of NCCS, Don York, 
retires after 44 years of service 
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       Chairman’s Message  
       From William Davies 

     Greetings from beautiful Cimarron, New Mex-
ico.  I am writing this article as Kay and I have 
joined 51 other Scouters who are attending the 
“Scouting in The Catholic Church” course at the 
Philmont Training Center.  I want to thank Rev. 
Mike Santangelo, Course Director, Rev. Mike 
Hanifin, Course Advisor and faculty members 
Susan Barriball, Chris Manning and Chip Travers 
for all their planning and superb skills in carrying 

out this course. 
     My very special thanks also go to the Rev. Msgr. Timothy Martinez, Chancel-
lor of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, who presided over the graduation Mass and 
presented all students with their course recognition.  A monetary gift has been 
made to the St. George Scholarship fund to recognize Msgr. Martinez and the 
Philmont training staff contributions.  And another special thank you must be 
given to the individuals who have taken a week away from their families, homes, 
and jobs to attend this training.  The information they received,  along with the 
sharing of ideas is priceless.  These course attendees will take the materials and 
knowledge back to their dioceses to strengthen their local programs.  
    Many of you participated in the Renew breakout sessions at the Louisville Bi-
ennial.  I’d ask that you please review the article on “Renew” in this issue.  Sev-
eral suggestions are in the process of being implemented and others in the discus-
sion phase.  Plans are to have additional Renew sessions at the 2009 annual meet-
ing, so please mark your calendar to attend the meeting April 21 to 25, 2009 that 
will be held in Galveston, Texas.    

 
 The Bridge is an authorized publication of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS).  
It is published quarterly to provide news and information to members of the NCCS, Diocesan 
Catholic Committees, Youth Ministry personnel and Boy Scout Councils. 
 
NCCS Chairman       William Davies 
NCCS Chaplain    Rev. Raymond Fecteau 
Chairman, Marketing and Public Relations Tony Madonia 
Advisor, Marketing and Public Relations Rev. Donald Hummel 
Editor     Mike Gannon 
NCCS Webmaster    Tony Madonia 
 
To submit items for future editions of The Bridge please contact Mike Gannon at scouttrain@aol. 
com   Photos are acceptable and should be in a jpeg format.  Please ensure all people in photos are 
identified and the subject matter is fully described. To submit items for the eBridge which is pub-
lished monthly please send  all information to nccsnews@nccs-bsa.info 

NCCS CALENDAR  
2008 
 
October 26  Priesthood Sunday 
 
October 1  Nominations for NCCS positions due 
 
December 1  Applications accepted for Quality Diocese Award  
 
2009  
 
January 5   Gold Medallion submissions due to Regional Chairmen 
 
April 21-25  NCCS annual meeting      
   Galveston, Texas     
 
July 20—August 5  St. George Trek 
                            Philmont Scout Ranch  

NCCS NEWS NOTES 

Attention Diocesan Chairmen: 
 
NCCS sends you a list of all your 
Catholic-chartered units twice a year. If 
you cannot get the unit leaders’ names 
from your council, give your council 
liaison a copy of the list and any infor-
mation you would like to send out. The 
Council should be able to copy your 
information and send it to the unit lead-
ers, committee chairs, and COR’s. If 
you are not getting the list, you may not 
be listed as the diocesan chair or chap-
lain at the NCCS office. Look on the 
NCCS website under “Local Contacts” 
and if it needs to be corrected please 
contact the national office at 
nccs@netbsa.org to check on your  
status. 
 
Looking for Eagle Scouts  
 
The National Eagle Scout Association 
is currently looking for Eagle Scouts, 
past and present, to list in a new publi-
cation, “Roll Call:The National Eagle 
Scout Registry,” a publication that will 
capture the tradition, history, and honor 
of our nation's Eagle Scouts. This pub-
lication will be available only to bona 
fide Eagles. Only Eagle Scouts who 
agree to be listed and who are adults 
will be included in the directory. Eagles 
are encouraged to get more information 
a t :  h t t p : / / ww w. n es a . or g / mis c /
essearch.html 
 
Your Prayers are asked for: 
 
*  National Chaplain, Rev. Ray Fec-
teau, who is recovering from surgery. 
*   The youth and their grieving fami-
lies and friends involved in the Iowa 
Scout Camp tornado, that the Lord will 
warmly welcome the departed and 
grant full healing to the injured. 
*   The men and women serving to pro-
tect our country, particularly all the 
chaplains who minister to them. 
*  Rev. Jim Blaine, Region 13 Chap-
lain, who is convalescing following 
quadruple bypass surgery. 
*  Bob Nelson, Chairman of the Mem-
bership Committee, who is recovering 
at home from surgery. 
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                           Did You Know . . .?  
                      

By Bob Oldowski 
.   
 
          Many who see the term “eparchy” in NCCS literature wonder that that 
means.  Did you know that the Catholic Church really consists of the Latin Rite 
(“Roman”) Church and about 20 Eastern Catholic Churches?  These have differ-
ent traditions in many different cultures but all are “in full communion with” the 
Catholic Church as far as theology and all recognize the primacy of the Holy Fa-
ther.  These are not to be confused with the (Greek, Russian, etc.) Orthodox 
Churches which teach the substance of the Catholic faith, but are not in commun-
ion with Rome.   
     At Pentecost the apostles went out into the world to spread the Good News.  
Peter and Paul established the Roman Church based in Rome.  Other apostles 
went to other countries and established (Catholic) Churches with differing tradi-
tions.  These include the Maronite, Byzantine, Coptic and Indian Catholic 
Churches.   
     Where Eastern Church people immigrated to the United States and settled in 
significant numbers, many established their own parishes.  The diocese that over-
sees the parishes of a specific Eastern Church is called an eparchy.  For example, 
there is one Chaldean eparchy that covers the entire United States, and two Ma-
ronite eparchies, each of which oversees Maronite parishes in the eastern or west-
ern U.S.   
     The Second Vatican Council urges all Catholics to learn more about the East-
ern Catholic Churches.  NCCS Region 15 serves these eparchies. 

      The National Catholic Committee 
on Scouting (NCCS) is pleased to an-
nounce the winners of the Emmett J. 
Doerr Memorial Distinguished Scout 
scholarships for 2008.   
     These scholarships were established 
five years ago by the family of the late 
Emmett J. Doerr, a dedicated Catholic 
Scouter who was an active member of 
the NCCS.  Each of the five $2,000 
scholarships recognizes outstanding 
Eagle Scouts who are registered in a 
program of the Boy Scouts of America.   
     This year’s winners were chosen 
from more than 100 applicants from 
across the country based on a number 
of criteria, including service to their 
home parish, leadership in their Scout 
units and other school or community 
organizations, letters of recommenda-
tion and their scholastic record.   
     “We are honored to recognize these 
five outstanding Catholic Scouts for 
their achievements as they certainly 
serve as role models in their communi-
ties,” said Ed Martin, NCCS Vice 
Chairman for Finance, who oversees 
the scholarship committee.   This year’s 
recipients are:  
     Adam Alongi, 17, of Naperville, Ill. 
an Eagle Scout, earned the Ad Altare 
Dei, and has served in a variety of lead-
ership positions during his Scouting 
career.  He also has served in various 
youth related positions at St. Peter and 
Paul parish in Naperville.  He is a 
member of the National Honor Society 
and has maintained a 4.0 GPA while 
attending Benet Academy.  He has been 
accepted to both the University of 
Notre Dame and Marquette University. 
     Philip M. Goolkasian, 18, of 
Fresno, Calif. an Eagle Scout, earned 
the Ad Altare Dei medal, and has 
served in positions ranging from Assis-
tant Patrol Leader, up to Junior Assis-
tant Scoutmaster.  At St. Anthony’s 
parish, Philip has served in the youth 
and music ministries. He served as 
ASB President and is a member of the 
California Scholastic Federation.  He 
has maintained a 4.0 GPA throughout 
his high school career and was chosen 
as his class valedictorian.  He will be 

attending the Catholic University of 
America.   
     William Goepfert, 18, of South 
River, N.J. William is an Eagle Scout, 
earned the Light of Christ, the Parvuli 
Dei, the Ad Altare Dei and the Pope 
Pius XII awards and has served as a 
Senior Patrol Leader.  He also at-
tended the 2007 World Jamboree in 
England.  He continues to serve St. 
Stephen’s parish as an altar server.    
In school, William was a member of 
the Chess and Science Clubs.  He also 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society.  He will be attending St. Pe-
ter’s College in New Jersey. 
     Nicholas M. Hauge, 18, of Rock-
ford, Ill. is an Eagle Scout, earned the 
Ad Altare Dei, and has served as an 
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader.  He 
also is a Brotherhood member of the 
Order or the Arrow and is a certified 
BSA Lifeguard.  He has served St. 
Rita’s parish as a member of the re-
treat staff and as an Extraordinary 
Eucharistic Minister.  Just recently, he 
has added the duties of a lector to his 
workload.  In high school, his inter-
ests have spanned from woodworking 

to sports He participated in wrestling 
and track and field.  He is a member 
of the National Honor Society and 
maintained a 4.0 GPA during high 
school.  He will be attending St. 
Ambrose University. 
     Robert F. Niehaus III, 18, of 
Westerville, Ohio is an Eagle Scout, 
earned the Light of Christ, the Par-
vuli Dei and the Ad Altare Dei 
awards, and has also served as a 
Senior Patrol Leader.  Continuing 
his service, he has already joined the 
Knights of Columbus.  He has 
served St. Paul’s parish on the retreat 
staff and organizing the annual 
Haunted House for a sister parish in 
Westerville.  In Scouting, Robert has 
served as a crew leader at Philmont 
Scout Ranch in New Mexico.  He 
has served as president of his high 
school Math Club and of his 
school’s television station.  He is a 
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety and has maintained a 4.2 GPA 
while in high school.  He has been 
accepted to the University of Notre 
Dame and Purdue University.  

Five  named to  receive  
Doerr Scholarships 
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     The NCCS Activities Committee is proud to announce a 
new patch activity called the "Footsteps of American Saints." 
The Footsteps of American Saints Activity program is a reli-
gious activity program that encourages youth to learn about 
several individuals that have shaped the landscape of Catholi-
cism in America.  This religious activity honors those men and 
women who led heroic lives of faith. Their words, their deeds, 
and their devotion to prayer and to the sacraments, inspire all 
American Catholics. In the church calendar for the United 
States, some have the rank of "Saint" and are venerated by 
the universal church. Some have the rank of "Blessed" and 
are venerated by the local church. Some have the rank of 
"Venerable" and, while on the way to becoming a "Saint", may 
be venerated by Catholics. Most of these men and women 
lived and worked in North America in what is now the United 
States. Some others never set foot in America; however they 
had a huge impact on the Catholic American landscape. All of 
them sought to follow Jesus.  The goal of this activity is to 
share the lives of several Saints so that the youth might relate 
to what these people have done and maybe look to these indi-
viduals as role models.  

Footsteps of American Saints Activity Program 
designed to share the lives of individuals who 

helped shape Catholicism in America 

These are the individual activities now  
available.   More will be added in 2009. 
 
For information on this program please 
go to the NCCS Website: 
 

www.nccs-bsa.org 
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Don Ahlstrom of Rochester, Minn. 
Louis Akins of Palantine, Ill. 
James Bayne of Hebron, Ky. 
Joseph Brennan of Vorhees, N.J. 
Bill Charters of Martinez, Ga. 
James Collins of Yonkers, N.Y. 
David Cruz of Fresno, Calif. 
Peter Dumag of Honolulu, Hawaii 
Clifford Faraci of  Phoenix, Ariz. 
Jim Fetterman of Sarasota, Fla. 
Evelyn Gonzalez of Tallahassee, Fla. 
Col. John Halloran, Jr of Lake Charles, La. 
Mr. Charles Heimerdinger of  Marshall, Texas 
William Hoffman  of Roswell, Ga. 
Mike Jacobs of  Rio Rancho, N.M. 
Charles Kaucic, Sr. of Palmer, Alaska  
John Keiser of St. Cloud, Minn. 
Charles Keskel, Jr. of   New Lenox, Ill. 
Philip Labadie of Bellevue, Neb. 
Ray LaLuna of Shelton, Conn. 
Stacey Larkins of  Fayetteville, N.C., 
Richard Mathews  of Southlake, Texas 

Patrick McGowan of  Aurora, Ill. 
John Meakin of Poquonock, Conn. 
William Mentzer Jr of Olathe, Kan. 
Bert Obregon of  Temecula, Calif. 
Herbert Pierpan of  Scotsdale, Ariz. 
Don Ray of Plymouth, Mich. 
Claudia Reed of Cresson, Penn. 
Richard Ribar of  Louisville, Ky. 
Eric Robidoux of Mesa, Ariz. 
Jany Robinson of Las Vegas, Nev. 
Jodi Ryan of Longmont, Colo. 
Rev. Jeffrey Shooner of Louisville, Ky. 
Lee J. Sperry of Los Alamos, N.M., 
Rev. Dennis Spohrer of Champaign, Ill. 
Kurt Stenzel of Torrance, Calif. 
Jerry Sundee of Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Mardie Torres of Aiea, Hawaii 
Rev. Shawn Tunink of Topeka, Kan. 
Albert Tuttle of Dunellen, N.J. 
Karen Tuttle of Dunellen, N.J. 
Chester Ugan of  Saint Petersburg, Fla. 
Scott Zimmer of Oakdale, Minn. 

2008 “Scouting in the Catholic Church” 
Training Conference Attendees  
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By Austin Cannon 
 
     Plans for the 2009 Saint George 
Trek of the National Catholic Commit-
tee are now underway.  Rev. Kevin 
Smith, Course Director, announced that 
the 2009 Trek will take place in Albu-
querque, New Mexico and Philmont 
Scout Ranch from Tuesday, July 21, to 
August 5, 2009. 
     Each arch/diocese is invited to send 
two scouts or venturers to this once in a 
lifetime Catholic leadership program. 
Participants must be at least 15 years of 
age by July 21, 2009, in good health, 
and willing to share their Catholic 
Scouting experience with fellow Scouts 
and venturers from across the United 
States.  This year, as in the past, a fe-
male crew with women religious advi-
sors is being formed. 
     The leadership advisory team con-
sisting of bishops, priests, religious and 
seminarians from throughout the coun-
try will greet  the participants at the 
Madonna Retreat House in Albuquer-
que on July 21. For two days everyone 
will get to know one another, identify 
leadership skills, form crews and pray 
for the success of the adventure. 
     Bright and early, Thursday morning, 
the group will board buses for the three 
hours ride to Philmont Scout Ranch in 
Cimarron, N.M.  On arrival at the 
ranch, crews will meet their ranger and 
begin the shake down process. Thurs-
day evening will see the traditional 
Philmont opening campfire. On Friday, 
each of our seven crews will be bused 
to starting points on the vast 139 thou-
sand acre ranch. Each crew will hike 
independently on courses specially cho-
sen for them.. The Crew Leader and 
Chaplain’s Aide (chosen by the crew 
members) will be responsible for the 
day to day hiking, feeding, program and 
spiritual activities. Horseback riding, 
blacksmithing, conservation projects, 
lumbering, and much more are among 
the Philmont provided programs.  
     About five days into the experience 
all seven crews will join together for an 
intense leadership conference con-
ducted by the leadership team.  The 

conference will conclude with Eucha-
ristic Adoration and a sunrise Mass at 
a beautiful Philmont location called 
Cathedral Rock. After Mass the crews 
will break camp and continue their 
individual itineraries.  
     Mid-morning, Monday, August 3, 
will see the crews hike down from 
Tooth Ridge and head into camp and 
the Catholic Chapel where they will 
enjoy some goodies and relaxation. 
They will then head off to Tent City 
and a long awaited HOT shower, 
clean clothes and real food. Gear 
check-in, Mass at the Catholic 
Chapel, the farewell campfire and 
sleep on a real cot will close the day. 
     Tuesday morning all will gather 
for a final conference at the chapel, a 
final Philmont meal and the bus ride 
back to the Madonna Retreat House.  
Traditionally, the Archbishop of 
Santa Fe presides at the graduation 
Mass at the Madonna Retreat House, 
joined by Bishop Gettelfinger (Padre), 
all the bishops, priests, religious and 
seminarian participants. An old fash-
ioned southwest barbeque follows. 
     On Wednesday morning, August 
5, all will pack up and head for home 
filled with memories and hopefully a 
deep determination to share their 
leadership development experience 
with their fellow Scouts and venturers 
at home. 
   Each Archdiocese or diocese is en-
couraged to conduct a search and send 
one or two Scouts to the Trek.  Be-
cause the program can only accom-
modate seventy youth, only two par-
ticipants per diocese will be accepted 
on a first come, first served basis. Se-
lection of participants is made by the 
individual arch/diocese and should be 
made on the basis of demonstrated 
maturity and leadership potential. The 
earning of Scouting’s religious em-
blems and involvement in church, 
school and scouting activities should 
be given consideration. 
     The 2009 fee for the Saint George 
Trek, in addition to the cost of trans-
portation to and from Albuquerque, 
N.M., plus normal personal expenses, 

is $750 per participant. The fee covers 
all Philmont Scout Ranch fees and all 
other lodging, food and chartered bus 
travel. The arch/diocese is encouraged 
to underwrite registration costs for par-
ticipants. Financial assistance is avail-
able. Assistance requests must be sub-
mitted by the individual arch/diocese in 
writing to Rev. Kevin Smith, Course 
Director, no later than January 1, 2009. 
Grants will be made on the basis of 
demonstrated financial need. 
     A $100 deposit fee per participant, 
(payable to “NCCS) must accompany 
the application. Applications must be 
submitted by January 1, 2009. Addi-
tional payments will be due on Febru-
ary 1, March 15, and May 1.  Forms 
may be obtained on the NCCS website 
or by notifying the Logistics Director.  
Please note that the Philmont policy is 
that all fees are non-refundable, with 
the exception that they will refund all 
fees paid if they are able to fill the va-
cancy with another participant.  All 
completed forms and deposits should 
be sent to Austin Cannon 105 Haff 
Avenue. No. Bellmore, NY 11710.  
Questions can sent to 
canonjr1@hotmail.com   

Plan now for Saint George Trek next summer  
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By Bob Oldowski  
 

     At the end of the NCCS Conference in Louisville, the executive committee met 
to discuss the future direction of the Renewal project.  The following executive 
committee members have been assigned to carry out the recommendations of 
School and Maine Institute (SMI) and of the participants offering suggestions at 
the general sessions: 
• Improve the biennial and annual meetings – Ed Martin 
• Implement technology, including web site improvements, expanded use of 

technology and improved communications – Jerry Scanlan 
• Develop new NCCS leaders and leadership succession plan – Dave Moskal 
• Expand NCCS services to diocesan committees and units – Austin Cannon 
     The executive committee also got an initial look at SMI’s report and recom-
mendations for the self-assessment phase.  This affects how we operate internally.  
The complexity of this prompted the committee to assign topics and to target 
analysis and discussions for the October executive committee meeting.  The fol-
lowing topics are assigned to these committee members for further development: 
• Executive board and committee – John Ribar 
• Advisory board – Austin Cannon 
• Standing and ad hoc committees – Rev. Steve Salvador 
• Regions – Dave Moskal 
• Strategic planning – Jerry Scanlan 
• National meetings – Ed Martin 
• Volunteers – Rev. Ray Fecteau 
• Executive director – Rev. Roger LaChance 

Executive Committee assigns responsibilities to carry 
out recommendations of NCCS Renewal program  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Rev. Dennis O'Rourke 
 
     Bert Starr has been busy in his 
workshop this spring and the results are 
magnificent!  Bert's work has resulted 
in the beautiful presider's chair now 
being used at the Catholic Chapel at 
Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimar-
ron.  Completely hand made, this chair 
is a great addition to the hand crafted 
pieces that Bert has already made, in-
cluding the altar of sacrifice, the po-
dium, the tabernacle, and the frames 
that hold the wool rugs that adorn the 
walls.  Bert is truly a craftsman, who 
has no match.  He and Ellie (Bert's wife 
and the NCCS's retired secretary/mom) 
visited Philmont to personally deliver 
the chair in late May.  Many thanks to 
you Bert.  May God continue to shower 
his blessings upon you. 

From the Membership Committee: 
 
     The NCCS Membership committee 
has now completed a full revision of 
the Gold Medallion application that 
they hope will make its submission 
much easier. The new form will be in 
an  8 1/2 x 11 format, printed on both 
sides, as compared to the 11 x 17 sheet. 
This reduces the size of the application 
and at the same time, makes the infor-
mation requested easier to compile and 
describe and it is hoped this will make 
it easier for the units to submit. 
     The committee also wants to advise 
that the National Catholic Committee 
Quality Unit Award - Pope Paul VI has 
been revised and should be used for the 
next submission by unit leaders. The 
new form is available for download on 
the web site. 
      The Golden Bow Award pro-
gram has been retired, as it dupli-
cates the purpose of the Duty to God 
program.  Both were used to recog-
nize service to Catholic Scouting 

units by leaders, youth members 
and those who have in some way 
contributed to the unit's suc-
cess.  The Duty to God Award will 
continue this service recognition. 
A limited number of Golden Bow 
patches are available. Golden Bow 
orders will be taken until the cur-
rent stock is depleted.  If you are 
interested in purchasing any of 
these patches, please send your 
order into the NCCS office. The 
cost is $1 for each patch.  
 
Regional Training Scheduled 
 
     Currently, NCCS offers on-site 
training at the Biennial Conference 
every two years and at the Scouting in 
the Catholic Church Conference at 
Philmont Training Center each sum-
mer.  Based on feedback from the 
NCCS Renewal project, Catholic 
Scouters are looking for more oppor-
tunities to receive NCCS training 
closer to their home and not during 
the week.  As a response to this feed-

back, NCCS will be offering its support 
for regional training and the first region 
to host this event  will be Region 13.   
     The Region 13 meeting and training 
will take place in Phoenix, starting on  
Friday Jan, 9, 2009 with registration 
starting at 6  p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 10  
beginning at 8 a.m.   
      Information will be available 
through the eBridge, NCCS (nccs-
bsa.org) and Diocese of Phoenix catho-
lic committee websites (phxdccs.org), 
The Bridge, and by emailing the Dio-
cese of Phoenix CCS chair Tony Mado-
nia at atmadonia@aol.com.  Registra-
tion information  is available for 
download at phxdccs.org. 

NCCS News Notes . . 

New chair for Philmont Chapel  
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News for and from the Dioceses: 

Bishop Michael Saltarelli of the Diocese of Wilmington, Del. celebrated 
the Diocese’s annual Girl Scout and Boy Scout Mass of the Diocese of 
Wilmington on June 7th at Christ Our King Catholic Church in Wilmington 
Del.  Assisting the Bishop in celebrating the Mass was the Diocesan 
Chairman, Deacon Tommy Watts. 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles recog-
nized 136 Boy Scouts who earned their Religious Emblems on May 18th, 2008 at 
the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. The celebrant was Monsignor Kevin 
Kostelnik, was assisted by the Assistant Diocesan Chaplain Deacon Wayne 
Rescati.  One hundred Boy Scouts were presented with the Ad Altare Dei Reli-
gious Emblem and 36  received their Pope Pius XII Religious Emblem. 15 Boy 
Scouts were also presented with the newly created Chi Rho Award which is a 
patch that honors them for having earned all four religious emblems available to 
Boy Scouts.    (Photo courtesy of "Casperphotographics.com") 

 
     On October 26th, 2008 Catholic Scouting 
units can take the lead in promoting 
“Priesthood Sunday.”   This is a time where we 
can remember the priests who have served in 
our parishes and who have been especially 
close to us and our family in times of joy, Bap-
tism, First Communion, weddings for family 
members and of comfort in times of sorrow. 
Now is the time to begin planning to be sure 
each priest knows he is appreciated. 
     It is great when a parish plans a celebration, 
but Scouters and Scouts can make a personal 
commitment and make a difference in the life 
of a priest:  
     You can start the planning by  simply ask-
ing when was the last time you expressed ap-
preciation to a priest?   Sit down with family 
members and friends and make a list of the 
priests who have served your parish and family 
and 
• Call them during the last week of October 
• Send them a card  
• Write a personal note and enclose a gift 

card for a restaurant  
• Take a priest to lunch. Invite them to din-

ner 
• Visit those who are in a retirement home or 

care center  
• Remember your bishop and priests from 

your parish or diocese who have been 
called to serve the Church as a bishop in 
another diocese  

     You can find more appreciation and cele-
bration suggestions are on the website:  http://
www.priestsunday.org/celebration.html   You 
can also order appreciation cards prepared by 
Catholic Scouters in a Word.doc format for 
youth to complete and present to priests on Oc-
tober 26.   To request templates for these cards 
call  816-356-1760 or email  your request to 
serrasekc@comcast.net      
     Priesthood Sunday is sponsored by the USA 
Council of Serra International (serraus.org) 
with the cooperation and support of Jack 
Thompson, NCCS Vocations Committee chair-
man and Homer Radford, Priesthood Sunday 
coordinator.    


