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Knights of Columbus Move Scouting Charters to Parishes 

The Knights of Columbus have long 
been a supporter of Catholic Scout-
ing, recently holding charters for 
more than1,100 units serving nearly 
34,000 youth across the country.  In 
addition, it has its own youth pro-
gram called Columbia Squires 
which involves young men in pro-
grams to benefit the Church, the 
community, as well as in recreation-
al and social activities. 
     In response to a message of Pope 
Francis during the World Meeting 

of Families in which he called for a 
new alliance between the Church 
and the family, the Knights have 
decided to phase out these programs 
while re-focusing its efforts on 
providing financial and volunteer 
support to Scout units and other 
youth activities that are sponsored 
by parishes. 
     As a result, Knights of Colum-
bus councils will be moving to end 
their charters as soon as practically 
possible, no later than the end of 
2016. Knights are encouraging 
councils to transfer their charters to 
the local parish where the mission 

and activity of Scouting will be 
more properly integrated into a 

comprehensive strategy of the 
parish's youth ministry under the 
direction of the pastor. The organ-
ization believes this is the best 
way to provide for the future sus-
tainability of an authentic Catho-
lic Scouting program and of the 
Catholic identity of the young 
men who participate in it. 
     If you belong to a unit char-
tered to a Knights of Columbus 
council or are a member of a dioc-
esan Catholic Committee on 
Scouting where such units reside, 
we ask that you contact your local 
Scout executive to facilitate a 
seamless transition for our youth 
members and adult volunteer 
leaders.  If you are a member of a 
diocesan Catholic Committee on 
Scouting, we offer additional 
steps to facilitating the transition 
on our website (see web address 
below).      In a letter to Catholic 
Scouters, Ed Martin, NCCS Na-

tional Chairman wrote: “The 
Knights of Columbus organization is 
known for its charity toward others, 
loyalty to country, and dedication to 
the Catholic faith. These are princi-
ples shared by Catholic Scouting in 
doing one’s duty to God and country 
and helping other people at all times. 
We look forward to a continuing re-
lationship with the Knights of Co-
lumbus as we work together to pro-
mote authentic Catholic Scouting in 
our parishes.” 
     Other articles and resources re-
garding the Knights of Columbus 
decision are posted on the NCCS 
website at http://www.nccs-bsa.org/
nationalKnightsSupportingScouting. 
php.  
       
 
 

 
See Page  2 for Further  Details 
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    chairman’s corner   
         By Edward P. Martin  
    Three years ago in my first column as National Chairman, 
I wrote that I expected my experience during my 3-year 
term would be transformative.  It has.  I have learned more 
than I ever expected about the Church’s teaching on same 
sex attraction, the role and relationship of bishops within the 

church, and the value the NCCS offers to the Catholic community .    
   Before BSA started changing its membership policies, Fr. Michael 
Hanifin, the National Chaplain, and I had set 3 fundamental and necessary 
goals for our term: 
 
      1.  Charter 300 new units  

2.  Increase the rate of participation in our religious emblem and activi-
ty programs 

3.  Conduct at least one training workshop in every region 
  
   The numbers aren’t all available yet, but we know we easily achieved the 
first goal and made efforts to accomplish the other two.  The past three 
years have been challenging to us as an organization, and to me as your 
leader, as we were continually redirected to respond to changes in BSA’s 
membership policies.   
   In this, my last column as National Chairman, I would like to thank all 
those with whom I have worked and met these past three years.  These in-
clude members of the Executive Board; attendees of the Scouting in the 
Catholic Church course, National Jamboree, annual and regional meet-
ings; and my predecessors who served as National Chairmen.  With guid-
ance from the Holy Spirit, all have led us to what we believe is truthful and 
an affirmation of our mission as an organization. 
   Because Scouting is a ministry to which I believe I have been called, my 
service to the NCCS will continue.  In my new role, I will be identifying, 
developing and recognizing leaders for the organization and assisting the 
new National Chairman, George Sparks, as needed.  May God bless us in 
our efforts to bring the opportunity of Scouting to more youth and to use it 
as Catholic youth ministry!     
 
P.S. Note  the new NCCS patch program on the Corporal Works of Mercy.  
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/activities/fs-CorporalWorks ofMercy. php 
Consider pursuing this activity during this Year of Mercy. 
  

 

     The upcoming 44th NCCS Biennial 
Conference, April 7 - 10, 2016 will be 
hosted by the Catholic Committee on 
Scouting of the Archdiocese of Atlanta 
at the Atlanta Marriott Perimeter Center 
Hotel.  

        If you would like more infor-
mation or want to register for the meet-
ing please go to             http://www.nccs
-bsa.org/national/AnnualMeeting.php. 

   If you are looking for new ideas to 
keep your programs fresh and exciting 
for your diocesan committees, then we 
have the answer for you.  This year, 
NCCS standing committees will be pre-
senting 14 different workshops for you.  
There is something for everyone.  You 
will have the opportunity to attend 4 
workshops. 

    All presentation materials will be 
available on the web site after the meet-
ing so if you need to choose between 
two workshops, you will have all of the 
information covered for all 14.  This 
will make is easy for you to have the 
information to share with your diocesan 
committees.  If you cannot make the 
meeting, you will still have the chance 
to look up information of interest to 
you. The workshops are on Saturday 
afternoon, April 9 between 1:30 and 
4:45 p.m. 

    The Activities committee will be 
hosting the 2016 Showcase where dio-
ceses from around the country will be 
displaying their best practices.    This is 
an opportunity to network with Scouters 
and see what they are doing to promote 
Catholic Scouting as a Youth Ministry.   

Scouters Urged to Attend 44th 
Biennial Conference Slated  
For April 7-10 in Atlanta 
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Notes from the National Chaplain  
 
Dear Catholic Scouters, 
 
I cannot believe how quickly the terms of Ed Martin and me  
as the National Chairman and Chaplain team has come to an 
end.  A past National Chaplain once told me that the best 
days of your term are the first and the last day.  To tell you 
the truth I have enjoyed my entire time serving Scouts and 
Scouters in the last three years.  To me it has been a real 

pleasure and I wish my successor Father Kevin Smith all the best in his 
term and I am confident that he will do a great job in this honorable posi-
tion of service. 
 
I am especially humbled by the collaborative efforts and support I received 
from the National Chaplain Team of the Associate National Chaplain, and 
the Immediate Past National Chaplain.  Father Kevin, Father Stephen 
Salvador and I worked well together and I was grateful to have their sage 
counsel and assistance.  I look forward to being of assistance to the New 
National Chaplain and the New Associate National Chaplain, Father Joe 
Powers, when called upon. 
 
I am still recruiting Catholic priests to serve as Chaplains at the 2017 
National Jamboree.  The NCCS will need approximately 20 priests to serve 
as Jamboree Chaplains at The Summit Bechtel Family National Scout 
Reserve in West Virginia from July 19 to July 28, 2017.  Chaplains serve in 
various areas including Subcamp chaplains, Headquarters chaplains, Faith 
and Belief chaplains, hospital chaplains, and program areas chaplains, just 
to name a few.  Catholic duties include celebrating Mass, hearing confes-
sions, and offering counseling and guidance to Scouts and Scouters.  If you 
are a priest in good standing and are interested please feel free to contact 
me at: (949) 574-7400 or by email fr.hanifin@oc.rcbo.org. 
 

    Fr. Mike 

Changes Made to Adult 
Award Ordering  Process 
 

      The NCCS has changed  the process 
for ordering the Saint George Em-
blems that should make it easier, less 
costly, and also provide for timelier 
orders.  This also comes at a time when 
ESCO has increased its shipping and 
handling charges.  Please be aware of 
the following: 
•    Effective immediately, the Saint 
George Award is to be ordered directly 
from ESCO, in the same manner  as 
the youth emblems, either using the 
ESCO website (the NCCS preferred 
method)  or via the newly revised Em-
blem Order Form available on the 
NCCS website.    The number of Saint 
George emblems that may be ordered 
has not changed.  Each (arch)diocese/
eparchy may award one emblem annu-
ally plus one additional emblem for 
every 20 Catholic-chartered units or 
fractions thereof within the diocese.   
 •    Effective February 1, the shipping 
and handling charges have 
changed.  Those are calculated auto-
matically online or as shown on the 
order form. 
•    The “mini pins” have been relabeled 
“Parent and Lapel Pins”, reflecting the 
actual use of the youth and adult em-
blems represented by the pins.  The 
Parent Pins are used in the same man-
ner as Boy Scout rank pins for parents 
to proudly show their Scouts’ accom-
plishments. 
•    Local committees are reminded that 
the first item of the 2015 Quality Dioc-
esan Committee Award is to “Work to 
increase the number of emblems for 
both youth and adults.” Therefore, they 
should be sure to review those adults 
who are contributing to Catholic Scout-
ing at the unit, parish, or committee 
level, actively seeking Saint George 
and/or Bronze Pelican nominations, and 
then recognizing those who are provid-
ing dedicated service to our Catholic 
youth. 
      For any questions on the emblem 
ordering process, or to activate online 
access to be able to use the ESCO web-
site, please contact Barry Ekle, the 
NCCS Contracts  Administrator 
at   ekle@bellsouth.net . 
 
 

It's Time to Renew Your Membership with NCCS 
 
All registered Scouters can join the National Catholic Committee on 

Scouting.  Membership fees help support the faith based programs such 

as religious emblems, activity patches, diocesan committee recognition 

awards and national training conferences. You will receive The Bridge, 

the NCCS quarterly newsletter, receive invitations to attend the annual 

meeting, serve on Standing Committees, and attend the Scouting in the 

Catholic Church Conference at Philmont Training Center. 

 

Membership term is one year from the date of application after the pay-

ment is processed. The cost of membership is $35.00 per year or $350.00 

for a Lifetime membership for as long as you are registered with BSA and 

is non-refundable.   

 

Individuals may register online at the NCCS website: Join NCCS On-Line, 

or mail in a membership form accessed at the NCCS web site: http://

www.nccs-bsa.org/ 

 

mailto:ekle@bellsouth.net
https://www.kintera.org/AutoGen/Register/Register.asp?ievent=1102803&en=dwJPL6PPJcIYIgPSIbJVIcM2LnLTI8OSJmLZLaM3KnJVJjP3ImL3KiO0LjI2LqPeF
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Bishop Paul S. Loverde, in honoring the Diocese of Arling-
ton’s Catholic Committee on Scouting Chair Pat Berney at 

the Scouting Mass, said “He has truly lived a life of service 
to others and it is abundantly clear he has done more than  
a good turn.  His steady hand has been a gift to me and I 

thank him.” 

Congratulations to Msgr. James J. Kolp, Chaplain 
of NCCS Region 6 (Ohio/Michigan), who was rec-
ognized by his Scout council’s NESA Chapter with 
NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout Award. 

Scouts from the 
Washington  DC 
area  attended a 
Holy Orders Day, 
sponsored by the 
Arlington Diocese 
Catholic Committee 
on Scouting  at the   
Mount Saint Mary's 
Seminary in Em-
mitsburg, Maryland 
in February. 

Venturing Crew 304 is chartered to St. Igna-
tius College Preparatory School in Fort 
Worth, Texas, and is accredited by the Na-
tional Association of Private Catholic Inde-
pendent Schools. The school was established 
by the Nguyen family in 2005. The head of 
the family, Oanh Nguyen, fled Vietnam in 
1975 and is the father of 12 children.  
 
What makes this school unique is that it has 
incorporated the religious emblem programs 
into their school program. On Friday morn-
ings at 9:30am, class is held for those stu-
dents working on their Ad Altare Dei and 
Pope Pius XII Awards, 
 
St. Ignatius College Preparatory School has 
integrated Scouting into their total school 
program with great results, rating in the top 
50 Catholic high schools in the country since 
2010. 
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2017 Saint George Trek 
Wednesday, July 5, 2017 to Thursday, July 20, 2017 

  
General Information 
The Saint George Trek is The National Catholic Committee on Scouting’s® high adventure Catholic leadership program for 
older Catholic Boy Scouts and Venturing Crew members at Philmont Scout Ranch. The program brings Catholic high school 
youth from around the country together with selected priests, religious and seminarians for eleven days of backpacking in the 
context of a vocation retreat. 
Dates and Itinerary 
The 2017 Saint George Trek begins on Wednesday, July 5, 2017 in Albuquerque, New Mexico, where the participants meet, 
get to know one another, train, have fun and pray. Then it's off to Philmont Scout Ranch where they will hike the Sangre de 
Cristo Range of the Rocky Mountains. While hiking, they will experience a program that is designed to encourage the integra-
tion of morality, values, spirituality, faith, scripture and vocation in their lives as young Catholic Men and Women. Before return-
ing home on Thursday, July 20, 2017, they will be asked to commit their own continued discernment as well as bringing their 
experiences home to their respective dioceses, so they can become effective peer leaders and role models for their fellow 
scouts. 
Candidate Qualifications/Selection 
Each Arch/Diocese/Eparchy is encouraged to conduct a search and nominate one or two Boy Scouts or Venturing Crew mem-
bers for participation in the Trek. Because the program can only accommodate seventy youth, only two participants per diocese 
will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. Selection of participants is made by the individual Arch/Diocese and should 
be made on the basis of demonstrated maturity, physical ability, leadership potential, an interest the life of the Church, and an 
openness to the discernment of vocation. 
The earning of Scouting's Religious Emblems and involvement in church, school and scouting activities should be given con-
sideration. Candidates should be emotionally mature adolescents who will be at least 15 years old on or before July 1, 2017, in 
High School, no older than 18 years old, and committed to assist their Catholic Committee when they return home. 
Participants must also have the physical health and stamina to backpack on the mountain trails of Philmont. NO exceptions 
can be made to these expectations and requirements.  
A female crew is planned pending sufficient female registration. 
The Saint George Trek is a one-time only experience for youth. Previous youth participants are not eligible. 
Forms: 
After the local committee has selected its nominee(s) the following are to be completed 
Participant Application  (submitted by participant after approval by local committee) 
Diocesan Approval      (must accompany every participant nomination) 

Fees – (Instructions on the submission of fees will be given after acceptance) 
Thanks to the financial commitment of NCCS and generous benefactors the 2017 fee for the Saint George Trek has been re-
duced to $800.00 per participant. 
Upon acceptance to the Trek the participant and local committee will be asked to submit a deposit of $200 for each participant. 
Fee Schedule - The schedule for subsequent payments is 

 October 1, 2016- Second payment due $200 

 December 1, 2016 - Third payment due $200 

 Final payment is due February 1, 2017  $200 
The fee will cover: 

 All Philmont Scout Ranch fees 

 Retreat House lodging in Albuquerque 

 Philmont and Retreat House Meals 

 Roundtrip Chartered bus travel between Albuquerque and Philmont 
Not Included in Fee 

 Transportation to and from Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 Personal gear 

 Normal personal expenses 
NOTE: Philmont has a policy that all fees are non-refundable. NCCS will refund all fees paid if it is able to fill the vacancy with 
another participant. 

Financing 
The Arch/diocese is expected to underwrite Registration costs for participants. Financial assistance is 
available. Arch/diocese may submit a request for a scholarship with the approval form. Grants will be 
made on the basis of demonstrated financial need and first come basis. 
Funding 
The Saint George Trek is funded by the National Catholic Committee on Scouting 

Questions may be addressed to: 
 
Fr. Gerard Gentleman – Director 

stgeorgetrek@gmail.com 

http://goo.gl/forms/3LfgDdl2nV
http://goo.gl/forms/URH9al1NWi
mailto:stgeorgetrek@gmail.com
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 Did You Know…? 
By Bob Oldowski 

 

Since its inception, the NCCS has had an Executive Board.  This kept growing in size, and at the turn of the cen-
tury the board was composed of close to 125 members.  Board meetings were becoming inefficient and unworka-
ble.  At the April 2000 board meeting, the Executive Board approved formation of an Advisory Board and moved 
to that new board 47 Executive Board members not then serving in leadership positions.  Along with expiring 
terms, this brought the executive board down to 71 members.  Today there are 53 members of the executive 
board, and our by-laws now limit the number.   
 

     The National Catholic Commit-
tee on Scouting (NCCS) recognized 
three bishops for their contributions 
to Catholic Scouting during a break-
fast hosted by the NCCS at the 
USCCB General Assembly in Balti-
more on November 16, 2015.   
     Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano, Apostolic Nuncio to the 
United States, was presented with 
custom-made NCCS cufflinks in 
gratitude for celebrating Mass at the 
2013 BSA National Jamboree and 
overall support of the NCCS. 
     Bishop Gerald Gettelfinger 
(aka “Padre”) was honored before 
his peers for his many years as the 
Episcopal Liaison to the NCCS, his 
participation as an advisor on the 
Saint George Trek, and his service 
as a chaplain at Philmont Scout 
Ranch. 
     Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, Bish-
op of Joliet, was honored with the 
Silver Saint George Award for his 
years as an advisor on the Saint 
George Trek and support of Scout-
ing through the years. 
    The Most Reverend Robert E. 
Guglielmone, the Bishop Liaison 
to the NCCS and Bishop of 
Charleston (S.C.), welcomed his 
fellow bishops.  Fr. Michael 
Hanifin, NCCS National Chaplain, 
introduced members from the 
NCCS and Mr. Tito Perez, BSA 
National Commissioner, who spoke 
to the bishops about the changes in 
the BSA membership policies.  Fr. 
Kevin Smith, NCCS Associate Na-
tional Chaplain, spoke about the 
involvement of priests and seminar-
ians in NCCS activities.   

 

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED  

2016 ANNUAL APPEAL 

 

The 2016 Annual Appeal has begun! Funds from this campaign support 

the work of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting in promoting 

Scouting as Catholic youth ministry.   

 

Here are some of the items that your contributions in 2015 supported: 

 
Conducted a St. George Trek at Philmont Scout Ranch for 80 young 

men and young women to enhance their spiritual and leadership 
formation.  This Trek was led by a bishop, 11 priests, 2 sisters and 
6 seminarians.  

 
Provided 3 chaplains for the 100th anniversary conference of the Order 

of the Arrow (OA).  This was the first time we were able to pro-
vide religious services at an OA conference.  More than 1,000 
youth participated in this activity. 

 
Provided 4 full-time Catholic chaplains at Philmont Scout Ranch. 
 
Provided 2 chaplains for the World Scout Jamboree in Japan. 
 
Granted $2,000 college scholarships to five Catholic Eagle Scouts. 
 
Offered “Scouting in The Catholic Church”, our advanced course for 

preparing adult leaders to promote Scouting as youth ministry, at 
Philmont Scout Ranch Training Center.  49 individuals attended 
the week long course. 

 
Sold over 20,000 religious emblems and 10,000 religious activity 

patches. 
 

You can contribute on-line or mail your contribution to the National Cath-

olic Committee on Scouting – Cost Center 4810.  Look for the Annual 

Appeal on-line donation link on the NCCS web site: www.nccs-bsa.org 

on the home page under the “What’s New” section. 

 

Please note that your contributions are received by NCCS and you will 

also receive a thank you from the Boy Scouts of America as they are the 

holders of our funds.  

NCCS Recognizes 3 Bishops For 
Their Contributions to Scouting  

http://www.nccs-bsa.org
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Philmont Training Center 
2016 Scouting in the Catholic Church 

Faculty and Staff 
 

This summer, the 2016 Scouting in the Catholic Church conference at the Philmont Training Center will be staffed by an 
exceptional group of Scouters from across the country who possess a wealth of experience in all program areas of the Boy 
Scouts of America, as well as involvement in local diocesan to the national NCCS level.   
 
 

                                                                                                                                     

 

Ed Martin is an Eagle Scout, the father  of 
five Scouts, and an active member of St. 
Francis Xavier Parish in the diocese of Cleve-
land, Ohio, where he is a Webelos leader.  He 
has served as chairman of the Catholic Com-
mittee on Scouting for the diocese of Colum-
bus, Ohio. Currently the National Chairman, 
Ed has also served as chairman of Region 6, 
the Training Committee, Vocations Commit-
tee and Finance Committee.   

Deacon Leo Ferguson is an Eagle Scout and he also 
earned the Sea Scout Quartermaster Award. Ordained 
as a Permanent Deacon in August, 2002, he is the Pas-
toral Associate for St. Anthony of Padua in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan.  He is also the Chaplain for the Diocese 
of Grand Rapids Catholic Committee where he served 
as a member since 2007 Deacon Ferguson conducted 
several Scouter Devolvement courses and served on the 
faculty on two PTC courses, Wood Badge and Sea 
badge.  Deacon Ferguson also has participated in World 
Youth Days and World Jamborees. 

Fr. Joe Powers is an Eagle Scout and he is 
currently the Rector of the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception in Kansas City, 
Missouri.  On May 12, 1979, Fr. Powers was 
ordained as a priest for the Diocese of Kansas 
City-St. Joseph in Missouri.  As an active 
Scouter, Fr. Powers serves as the Diocesan 
Chaplain for Scouting and as summer camp 
chaplain.  

Dr. Carroll Brennan and her  family are active mem-
bers of the St. Joseph Catholic Church in Stuart, Florida.  
She joined the NCCS in 2008 and served on the Reli-
gious Activities Committee and authored activities for 
the Marian Series.  She was selected as Chair for NCCS 
Region 14 in 2015.  She holds a certificate in Youth 
Ministry and she is a chartered member of the National 
Association of Catholic Youth Ministry Leaders.   

Ben Feril, an Eagle Scout, serves on the 
Diocese of Wilmington Catholic Committee 
on Scouting.   He is also the chairman for 
the Catholic Committee on Scouting for the 
Archdiocese for the Military Services.  A 
life member of NCCS, he is currently the 
NCCS Training Chair and previously he 
served as the Region 4 Chair.    Ben is a full 
time graduate student pursuing dual Mas-
ter’s degrees in Theology and Church Minis-
tries at St. Mary’s Seminary and University.  

Elizabeth Olivas serves as the Program Adminis-
trator for the National Catholic Committee on Scout-
ing.  Prior to NCCS, Elizabeth worked for the BSA on 
the Membership Services Team. Elizabeth holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Management Infor-
mation Systems and  has earned hours towards a Mas-
ter’s Degree in accounting.  Elizabeth is no stranger to 
New Mexico as she was raised near Philmont in Las 
Vegas, New Mexico.   

      The National Catholic Committee (NCCS) on Scouting is hosting the ”Scouting in the Catholic  Church” confer-
ence at the Philmont Training Center from July 24-30, 2016. The conference focuses not only on the mission of the 
NCCS, but also involves participants in adult faith formation and an understanding of the concept of ”Scouting as 
Youth Ministry.” It is designed for any adult interested in using Scouting as a program of Catholic youth ministry to 
include Scout chaplains, priests, permanent deacons, diocesan or parish youth ministers; diocesan committee, as well 
as regional and national Catholic committee leadership and members.                        
       
     The Philmont Training Center (PTC) is also an excellent family vacation spot. PTC offers a full, organized pro-
gram for every member of the family from infants to spouses. Family members are joined by others in their age 
group to participate in carefully designed, age-appropriate programs under the leadership of trained and experi-
enced Philmont staff. 
     
      Please share this information with members of your diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting, Catholic Scouters, 
COR's, chaplains, priests, permanent deacons, and youth ministers. Registration is now open and you can do so on 
line at http://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ptc.aspx. This link will take you to the Philmont Training Center web 
site. When the page opens, click on left side "new 2016 conferences." The 2016 conference page will appear and on 
the right side of the page click "Register for 2016 PTC" under Quicklinks. 
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National Catholic Committee on  Scouting 
P. O. Box 152079 
Irving, Texas 75015-2079  
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC SCOUTING MESSAGE FOR LENT 2016:  

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Scouting,  
 

E ach year at Lent the Church invites us to review our lives in the light of the Gospel teachings. Lent is a time to prepare for the cel-
ebration of the Paschal Mystery: we are invited to experience this important moment in the Liturgy by fasting, prayer and strengthen-
ing our friendship with God, a friendship which encourages us to help others, out of kindness and mercy (almsgiving). Fasting which 
pleases God : When Lent starts, we are warned against experiencing it in a way which is too ritualistic. Fasting is primarily escaping 
sin, and, even more, spreading love around us and trying to alleviate suffering (Is 58, 6-7). Prayer is the light of the soul : During Lent, 
our souls are close to God. Just like our eyes are lit up when they see the light, our soul which is close to God is illuminated by His 
inexpressible prayer. Let us pray that the prayer is the light of our souls, the real understanding of God, the mediator between God and 
us in our journey towards Easter. Almsgiving : Almsgiving (or charity) was already referred to as an ‘(act of) justice’ (Sirach 3, 30). 
Almsgiving includes providing assistance in our modern society and conveys the Brotherhood which is required by the Alliance: 
Almsgiving purges all sin (Tb 12, 9), and refusing help to the needy is risking seeing his prayer unanswered (Sirach 4, 6; 7, 10). Jesus 
does not renounce this spirituality at all, He denounces the ostentatious nature. A hypocrite has to be satisfied with human congratula-
tions, but the true disciple will stand out, thanks to his discretion which is not premeditated but is in filial surrender to He who alone 
can appreciate the value of the action. In this case, dear Scouts, during this Lent, let us pray that every single organization or charitable 
association thinks about helping out those in need. With the ICCS, during this Lent, let us PLANT the seeds of Justice and Mercy: 
Dear Scouts, currently the sins of injustice and violence in every form are present in our society and are taking shape there. Let us pray 
that this Lent helps us defend people whose rights are being abused and violated, in particular the poor, the needy, and the weak in vast 
areas of the World. Let us pray that these three pillars of Lent (fasting, prayer and almsgiving) touch us deeply and help us to eradicate 
injustice and plant the seeds of justice and love in its place. In this case, we are invited to commit ourselves to building fair societies 
where everyone can receive what is necessary to live with dignity, and where justice is invigorated by love.  
 
BEST WISHES FOR LENT.  
 
A.Celse Niyitegeka  

Chaplain, ICCS Africa. 


