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New Quality Diocese Award procedures established

By
Ben Feril,
NCCS Vice Chair for Regions

For 2017, diocesan Catholic
committees on Scouting can now
submit their application for the
National Catholic Committee on
Scouting Quality Diocese Award
(QDA) electronically by e-mail.
This should reduce the adminis-
trative burden and multiple han-
dling of the QDA application and
award certificate by Diocesan and
Eparchial Catholic Committees
on Scouting and Regional Chairs.
Ben Feril, the NCCS Vice Chair
for Regions and Elizabeth Olivas,
the NCCS Program Administrator
have now developed a PDF filla-
ble QDA application form and the
procedures to submit it.

The goal for this year is for
100% participation and submis-
sion from all Diocese and Epar-
chial Catholic Committees on
Scouting even if they did not earn
the QDA for 2017.

The QDA is not only an
award program, but an effective
assessment tool for Diocesan
Chairs and Chaplains to evaluate
how effectively their committee
has delivered programs that sup-
port Catholic Scouting as Youth
Ministry, and to identify areas
that require improvement.

Along with this change, other
components of the program were
also revised to include:

* Modifying the period to submit
the QDA application from No-
vember 1, 2017 to March 15,
2018.

* Eliminating the requirement for
Diocesan Chairs to submit end of
year reports to the Vice Chair for
Regions and those reports to Re-
gion Chairs and Region Chap-
lains.

Traditionally, the QDA pro-
gram has been dedicated to a ma-
jor church figure, program, or
Church holiday. However, from
2017 through 2019, the Quality
Diocese Award will be dedicated
to three major NCCS programs
that we sponsor as a way of recog-
nizing dedicated Catholic Scout-
ers and NCCS members who con-
tribute their time, talent and treas-
ure to plan and execute these pro-
grams. We also honor youth and
adult participants who attend our
programs to gain knowledge and
experience to take back to their
local communities. For 2017, we
recognize the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of the St. George Trek,
and in 2018, the Scouting in the
Catholic Church program at the
Philmont Training Center. In 2019
It will be dedicated to the Dioce-
san Committee = Development
Conference held at the Florida Sea
Base.

The QDA application submis-
sion period began when Elizabeth
Olivas sent the new form by e-mail
to all Diocesan Chairs and Chap-
lains on November 1, 2017. This
year, we’re doing something new
and exciting in response to concerns
raised by leadership at the local and
regional level, and to date, ten QDA
applications have been submitted,
received, and approved. We hope
this process will allow leaders at all
levels of NCCS to see the Quality
Diocese Award program as a valua-
ble tool to evaluate hard work and
to recognize excellence.

Certificates and patches will be
mailed out in January 2018.

If you have not received the new
QDA application, please contact
Elizabeth Olivas at Eliza-
beth.Olivas@scouting.org.
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Training participants
urged to finish work on
Jerusalem Cross

By
Mark Kramer

At the NCCS business meeting in
April 2017, the Training Committee
presented fourteen Jerusalem Cross
awards to our Scouting in the Cath-
olic Church participants.

Did you know the ancient Chris-
tian symbol of the Jerusalem Cross
has held several meanings. Christ is
represented by the central cross,
surrounded by the four evangelists,
represented by the four smaller
crosses. Jesus Christ, the Incarnate
Word of God, 1is proclaimed
through the four Gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. The
Gospel is likewise represented by
the central cross, surrounded by the
four directions, represented by the
four smaller crosses. The Gospel is
proclaimed to the four corners of
the earth, to the north, south, east
and west. The course attendees
come from the four corners of the
United States and return to apply
what they’ve learned in their re-
spective regions.

We encourage participants to work
on their Jerusalem Cross Award as
soon as possible. In the end it is
about returning home and applying
what you have learned. If you have
attended Scouting in the Catholic
Church you are eligible to earn the
award. We know every situation is
different, so if you’ve not complet-
ed your award yet, but want to, let
us hear from you!

CEHRMGN’S CORNER

GEORGE SPARKS

On Monday November 13" the NCCS once again
hosted a Bishops Breakfast at the opening of the United
/ States Conference of Catholic Bishops Fall Meeting in
478 Baltimore. The agenda included recognitions for Bishop
Robert Guglielmone and Bishop James Tamayo for the
extensive service they each gave to NCCS. The presenta-
tions and discussion included the 2017 National Scout Jamboree, NCCS
service and program support provided at Philmont Scout Ranch and our
new training program: Diocesan Committee Development Conference at
the Florida Sea Base, and the BSA Family Scouting program. We had
about one hundred bishops in attendance.

The breakfast was followed by our participation at the National Catholic
Youth Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana. We had double the exhibit
space than in the past which allowed us to have NCYC youth participate
in a hands-on team-building experience. Nearly one thousand adults and
youth came by our exhibit area to get information and ask questions.
Needless to say the new “BSA Family Program” was a hot topic. An-
other strong attraction was our hourly drawings for Starbucks and Ama-
zon gift cards.

Sue and I wish you a very Blessed Christmas season and a Happy New
Year! Let’s make 2018 a banner year for Catholic Scouting!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CATHOLIC SCOUTING GO TO
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/

Like us on

facebook. ‘
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Scouting in Catholic Church Conference—*“a must for Scouting as youth ministry”

By
Kathleen Polowski

Philmont Training Center near
Cimarron, New Mexico was once
again an inspirational venue for
our Scouting in the Catholic
Church conference July 16-22,
2017.  Twenty-two participants

from around the country gathered
together to enjoy an incredible
week at Philmont.

Under the guidance of an excel-
lent faculty which included Course
Advisor Fr. Mark Carr, S.J., Deb
Sitz, John Anthony, NCCS Pro-
gram Administrator Elizabeth Oli-
vas and Course Director Kathleen
Polowski, participants learned how
Scouting can be used as a program
of Catholic youth ministry, gained
knowledge about the programs
NCCS has to offer and discussed
ways to implement them in their
own dioceses. Additional compo-
nents included insightful presenta-
tions related to the Catechism of
the Catholic Church and the op-
portunity for each participant to
more closely examine their role in
Scouting and better understand
how their ministry ties in with our
Catholic faith through the National
Catholic Leadership Development
(NCLD) program.

Other highlights included hear-
ing the testimonies of many Scouts
returning from the St. George
Trek, enjoying praying the liturgy

and attending Mass and gradua-
tion on Friday with Archbishop
Emeritus Michael J. Sheehan of
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. Of
course we also enjoyed the natural
beauty of the Philmont Scout
Ranch. Deer, antelope, wild tur-
keys and bison were plentiful, and
watching the sunrise from Lover’s
Leap was stirring. Family mem-
bers enjoyed their fun activities
and who can forget our wonderful
priests—Fr. Jerry’s wit, Fr. Peter’s
enthusiasm and Fr. Richard’s
hearty laugh! So many great
memories in a week filled with
fun, faith, and fellowship out in
God’s country.  “Starlit skies
above, aspen covered hills, coun-
try that I love.”

Mary Stoner, a participant
from the Diocese of Kansas City-
St. Joseph MO shared the follow-
ing insights about her experience
in our course. “The SICC Confer-
ence was very impactful for
me. [’ve attended many confer-
ences and workshops over the
years, some for Scouting and some
for work, etc., but this conference
was different, very different. I felt
an instant connection with my
classmates. We all have Scouting
in common and that promotes
bonding and sharing. But when

you add our Catholic faith as a
common thread, it really deepens
the experience as a whole. I never
for one moment during our ses-
sions together questioned the rele-
vance of anything we were do-
ing. From our learning sessions,
sharing and networking, I felt more
competent and prepared to return to
my Catholic Committee and my
Troop eager to share my inspira-
tional and uplifting Philmont expe-
riences.”

Maria Korte from the Diocese
of Owensboro, KY also comment-
ed that the “Philmont Training
Center and Family Program was
the most wonderful week we have
spent as a family. There was so
much for children of all ages to do
and be engaged in. Since we have
returned back home we have both
been uplifted and filled with the
Holy Spirit. As a conference at-
tendee the best part of the confer-
ence was getting to know new peo-
ple and bonding as a group and lift-
ing each other up in prayer and
spirit. I would recommend this trip
for all Catholic Scout Leaders,
Ministers and Priests. It is a life
changing experience!”

The next Scouting in the Catho-
lic Church conference is scheduled
July 15-21, 2018.

For more conference information and registration information,
please contact the 2018 Course Director, Elizabeth Olivas, at 972-
580-2114 or email Elizabeth.Olivas@scouting.org. You can also

check out the NCCS website for more information at http://
www.nccs-bsa.org/index.php/scouting-in-the-catholic-church as well

as the Philmont

Training

Center website at

http://

www.philmontscoutranch.org/PTC.aspx.
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Arizona Catholic Scout troop is awarded
the BSA Medal of Merit for heroic actions

by
Kathleen Polowski
Vice-Chair, NCCS
Fourteen members of BSA Troop
565, chartered to St. Timothy Catholic
Church in Mesa, Arizona, were recent-
ly awarded the BSA Medal of Merit for
their heroic actions in rescuing an in-
jured man at Havasupai Falls in the
Grand Canyon. The Medal of Merit is
presented to “someone who has per-
formed an act of service of a rare or
exceptional character that reflects an
uncommon degree of concern for the
well-being of others.”
During a backpacking trip in March

of 2016, the troop was enjoying the
water at Beaver Falls when a man
jumped into the water from a low
hanging cliff and broke his leg. Eleven
youth members and three leaders, as-
sisted by two parents accompanying
the troop, pulled the injured man out of
the water, performed first aid and pro-
vided comfort. After trying to stabilize
his leg by making a sling with a blan-
ket, scouts worked together to carry
him up and out of the area to a point
where a helicopter could airlift him to
Flagstaff for treatment. At one point
some of the scouts found a basket
stretcher behind a medical box. The
troop strapped him in with towels and
formed a chain of people to get him
through some of the more technical
areas of the trail. The sheer, narrow
path .proved difficult but the troop
figured a way to navigate the trail,
lifting the victim over logs and
rocks and up several steep ladders.
After about two and a half hours,

the troop reached an area where
the helicopter could land and after
laying on their hands and praying
over him, left the victim and his
friend with lots of snacks and wa-
ter and returned to the trail. About
two hours later, when they were
almost back to their camp, they
heard the helicopter and saw it
flying overhead. The victim was
flown to the hospital where he un-
derwent surgery and six screws
were placed in his leg to repair the
injury. In a letter thanking the
troop for their rescue efforts, he
sincerely stated that he didn’t
know what would have happened
to him without their care and con-
cern and would be forever grate-
ful.

Melanie Kelly, the Outing Coor-
dinator for Troop 565 and one of
the rescuers, reported that she
“saw leadership, compassion, in-
genuity, resourcefulness, calm-
ness, generosity and helpfulness
demonstrated by our Scouts and
leaders—all without hesitation”.
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The 2018 Emmett J. Doerr Me-
morial Distinguished Scout Schol-
arship application is now available.
The National Catholic Committee
on Scouting (NCCS) established
the Emmett J. Doerr Memorial
Distinguished Scout Scholarship to
be awarded to five outstanding
high school Catholic seniors who
are Scouts in a BSA program and
continuing their education in col-
lege. These scholarships honor Mr.
Doerr, who was a dedicated Catho-
lic Scouter and a very active mem-
ber of the NCCS. The Doerr family
and the NCCS are continuing his
legacy by offering this $2,000
scholarship in his name to five dis-
tinguished Catholic Scouts.

Eligibility Requirements:

* Must be a practicing Catholic

* Be a high school senior

* Be a registered young man or
woman actively involved in a
Scout Troop, Varsity Scout Troop,
Venturing Crew or Sea Scout Ship.
* Must have earned the Ad Altare
Dei or Pope Pius XII Religious
Award

* Earned the Eagle Scout, Silver
Award or Quartermaster Award

* Provided service to his/her
church, community, school and
Scouts

For applications or more infor-
mation:

Download an application at
www.nccs-bsa.org or
Email: nccs@scouting.org or
Call the NCCS-Program Assistant
at NCCS (972) 580-2114

The deadline is March 1.



New religious activity series now available

by
Theresa Dirig

In July, the seven newest Reli-
gious Activities became available.
The new Marian Series activity is
Our Lady of Fatima. This activity
helps our youth and parents learn
more about the apparition of Mary
to three shepherd children, encour-
aging them to pray the Rosary.
This activity also helps our youth
to learn the prayer that was given
to the children from Mary that
should be recited after each decade
of the Rosary — the Fatima Prayer.

The Faith Series has three new
activities: Spiritual Works of
Mercy, Divine Mercy and Eucha-
ristic Adoration. These activities
help our youth and parents find
Christ in a more personal way. The
Spiritual Works of Mercy are
found in the New Testament and
encourage us to reach out to others
following Jesus’ example. By do-
ing this, we will find where Christ
lives in our own souls.

Husband of
Laura Ray

David Ray

Fr. Thomas Devereaux Chaplain,
Diocese of
Santa Rosa

Wife of
James
Strochecker

Julita Strochecker

Father of
Rev. Jacques
Gagey ICCS

Jacques Gagey

The Divine Mercy activity
focuses on the visions of St.
Faustina (see below) and the
prayers and devotions Our Lord
gave her. Learning these new
prayers, helps our youth and par-
ents learn to pray for others. The
Eucharistic Adoration activity
encourages all of us to spend
more time in Adoration of our
Lord — and come to realize that

Jesus is truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament! This activity
also includes a Guide for Adora-

tion.

Our newest series of Religious
Activities are the Modern Saint
Series: John Paul II, Mother
Teresa and Faustina Kowalska.
Encouraging our youth to work
through these Religious Activi-
ties and earning the patches will
help them see that every day they
can make a difference in their life
and the lives of those they love.
To learn more about the Reli-
gious Activities go to http://
www.nccs-bsa.org/index.php/

religious-activities.

ANNUAL APPEAL

This year's Annual Appeal has begun. Funds from this campaign
support the work of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting® in
promoting Scouting as a Catholic youth ministry. A letter will be arriv-
ing soon seeking your participation.

This year, the NCCS is offering a unique incentive to encourage par-
ticipation. Donors can receive a shirt embroidered with the logo of the
2018 Biennial Conference for a minimum donation of $250.00 for
NCCS members and $500.00 for executive committee members. Shirts
will be distributed at the Biennial Conference in Minneapolis this April.

This a wonderful way to recognize and be recognized as a key con-
tributor to the NCCS. The Finance Committee thanks you for your past
support of the NCCS and looks forward to your participation in this
year's campaign.
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Did You Know...?
By Bob Oldowski

A Scout salute to Paul Lewis of Dubuque. His recently published “Scouting in Northeast lowa 1910-1959” in-
cludes 28 pages of “Scouting and the Catholic Dubuque Diocese”. His research findings on the early Ad Altare
Dei include:

e In the initial design of the AAD award in 1940, both the Bishops Committee on Youth and the BSA objected
to having the Boy Scout sign superimposed on the cross. Thus, the medal that was previously being issued to
Scouts who earned this award was not the medal that was approved for national use.

During World War II, because of restrictions for war purposes on all metals except for domestic silver, the
bronze AAD cross had to be made from silver for the duration of the war. As a result, the cost went from
$1.00 per emblem to $2.50.

In 1944 the Catholic Committee on Scouting authorized an AAD ribbon bar pin in addition to the medal. This
could be worn while on activities such as camping and hiking, saving the medal for more formal occasions.
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The NCCS contract administrator has advised that f
there is a pending price increase set for January 1, 2018
for all of the NCCS Emblems and pins. This includes Ma'r k er 0‘\'@6 )"0 |
the Light of Christ, Parvuli Dei, Ad Altare Dei, Pope
Pius XII, Bonze Pelican, and the Saint George, as well dﬂb (
as their accompanying parent or lapel pins. This is the a. ar R?m
first price adjustment we’ve had in over 11 years de-

spite increased production costs and reduced quantities )
of Emblems being earned. e

Price increase set for NCCS emblems

kY

All of the authorized Emblems purchasers should
have received an email outlining the price changes, | Feb. 4 Scout Sunday
along with the word that orders placed before the end
of the year will be processed under the current pric- | Feb. 15 Silver St. George
ing. So by acting now diocesan committees have the Nominations Due
option to get their needed Emblems at the lower price.

Feb 27 — March 3 Diocesan Committee
Development Conference

wishing You A Florida Sea Base
\/erg Blessed March 1 Doerr Scholarship
Christmas Season Applications Due

And The Happlest
Of New Years

March 15 Quality Diocese Award
Applications Due

NCCS regional and national positions open for election in 2017

This year one third of the 15 region chair and chaplain positions will be open to election. In addition, two of the five
vice chair positions will be up for re-election. The NCCS region chairs and chaplains serve three-year terms while vice
chairs serve two-year terms.

Regions 4, 6, 12, 13 and 15 will have elections for Chairman and regions 8, 9, 10, 11 and 14 will have elections for
Chaplain. All voting members will receive a ballot to elect the Vice Chairs. The NCCS voting membership consists of all
diocesan chairmen and chaplains, NCCS Executive Board and NCCS Advisory Board members. Ballots for the region po-
sitions will be sent to eligible voting members in the respective regions.
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Biennial NCCS Conference scheduled for Minneapolis in April 2018

Make plans now to join fellow Scouters and spouses, and Scout Chaplains, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, for the 45"
Biennial Conference of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting for a weekend conference April 12 — 15, 2018!
Our last conference in Minneapolis was 38 years ago! The local archdiocesan committee of St Paul and Minneapolis is
very excited about being our host committee working with the NCCS Conference Committee.

There will be a chance to attend regional meetings, as well
as hear a plenary speaker that will be followed by group
workshops on "effective youth ministry in the new Evangeli-
zation.” In addition there will be a Philmont Reunion Lunch-
eon, daily liturgies and much more — as well as the chance to
meet Scouters and Chaplains from Archdioceses, Dioceses
and Eparchies from around the country.

Full Conference Registration Fee will include 5 of 7 meal
functions and access to 4 refreshments breaks, and the Satur-
day evening NCCS Pre-Banquet Reception! New this year is
a plenary talk by National Evangelization Team (NET) Min-
istry followed by action focused workshops on effective
youth ministry, through Scouting, in the new Evangeliza-
tion. NET Ministry has thirty-six years of experience working
with youth in an evangelization setting across the nation. Our
plenary speakers will provide NCCS participants their perspective on what is "effective youth ministry in the new
Evangelization". Following the motivational and instructional speech, participants will be given an opportunity to help
develop action-based recommendations on how to implement these concepts at Scouting unit in their diocese, or re-
gionally. Suggestions and workshop notes will be posted on the NCCS website following the Biennial meeting.

Make vour travel plans! The Executive Committee and several standing committee meetings, registration and
the Trading Post begin on Thursday morning, April 12th, and the opening conference Mass is Thursday at 6:15 PM.
The “Showcase 2018 (Ideas Fair), Trading Post, and Region Meetings start at 6:30 AM on Friday, April 13th, and Ad-
visory Board has its first meeting on Friday morning. The NCCS General Business Meeting is on Saturday morning,
April 14", and new Plenary Talk and breakout workshop sessions are scheduled on Saturday afternoon, followed by a
Saturday Vigil Mass for the 3™ Sunday of Easter, Reception, and Banquet. Sunday’s Prayer Breakfast, April 15™ is fol-
lowed by the Executive Board meeting as well as an all-day Region 8 Convocation/Training Program for Catholic
Committee Scouters of Minnesota and North and South Dakota, at which all conference attendees will be invited to
register and participate.

Our Conference Hotel! Our group room rate at the Crowne Plaza Minneapolis West is $99! Our hotel is locat-
ed in the Plymouth suburb northwest of downtown Minneapolis, and our room rate is good up to 3 nights prior to and 3
nights after our official conference dates: 3131 Campus Drive, Plymouth, MN 55441, 763-559-6600,
www.CPplymouth.com. Our hotel offers complimentary shuttle vans to shopping and off-site dining destinations
within a 10 mile radius of the property, and operates 7 AM to 10 PM daily. Also, self-parking at our conference hotel
is complimentary. In-room internet access will be complimentary. A customized online NCCS reservation webpage
will soon be available.

Airlines. The Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) is served by Alaska, American, Delta, Fron-
tier, Southwest, Spirit, Sun Country, and United Airlines.

Ground Transportation. For our attendees wishing to have the convenience of a rental car during the confer-
ence, we are recommending a reservation with the Enterprise Car Rental location in close proximity to our conference
hotel: 2440 Fernbrook Ln. N, Plymouth, Minn. 55447, (phone)763-553-9434. While all major car rental agencies are
located at the airport, a substantial savings can be realized by renting in Plymouth, without the airport taxes and con-
cession fees.

Registration information will be available VERY SOON on our website at www.nccs-bsa.org. See you in
Minneapolis April 2018.
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Diocesan Committee Development
Florida Sea Base Volunteer Training Conference Center
Feb 27— March 3, 2017

Learn how to organize a successful Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scout-
ing. The National Catholic Committee’s recommendation on the basic commit-
tee structure will be discussed along with proven best practices. Space is limited!

Online registration for the 2018 conference is now open:
http://2018DiocesanCommitteeDevelopment.kintera.orqg/BSA

Registration Fees:
Option 1 -- $400.00/participant (includes *Lodging (housing in scuba rooms))
Option 2 -- $200.00/participant (does not include Lodging)

Registration Option 1 and Option 2 fees include: meals, snacks, meeting facilities and materi-
als.
Registration Option 1 also includes bedding and towels.

*Conference lodging: Please note that due to the conference and Sea Base schedule, early and/
or late departure may require you to find off-site housing.

For Conference related questions, please contact Elizabeth Olivas at NCCS: 972-580-2114.
National Catholic Committee on Scouting

P. O. Box 152079
Irving, Texas 75015-2079

YOUTH
MINISTRY ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED



