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About the National Catholic Committee on Scouting

Mission. The National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) exists to utilize and ensure the
constructive use of BSA programs as a viable form of youth ministry with Catholic youth of our
nation.

Authority. The NCCS is a committee of concerned Catholic laity, consecrated religious, and
clergy, advisory to the Boy Scouts of America, and relates to the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) through its NCCS Bishop Liaison.

Goals of Catholic Youth Ministry (from Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic

Youth Ministry, http://www.usccb.org/about/laity-marriage-family-life-and-youth/young-

adults/renewing-the-vision.cfm)

1. To empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today,

2. To draw young people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of the
Catholic faith community.

3. To foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person.

Some of the ways in which the NCCS is addressing these goals (also see Scouting is Youth
Ministry, http://www.scouting.org/filestore/membership/pdf/522-451/522-451_low_english.pdf):

¢ Encouraging the formation and support of Catholic-chartered units.

Supporting diocesan Catholic Boy Scouting committees.

Offering Catholic programs complementary to BSA programs.

Providing formation and activity training for leaders and youth.

Developing programs and activities to supplement the secular Scouting program and

delivering these through the operations of local arch/diocesan/eparchy Scout committees.

¢ Making NCCS religious emblems literature available at local Scout shops, on BSA National
Supply web site, www.Scoutstuff.org, and at P. R. A. Y. website, www.praypub.org.

Mission of the Boy Scouts of America

It is the mission of the Boy Scouts of America to serve others by helping instill values in young
people, and preparing them to make ethical decisions during their lifetime in achieving their full
potential. The values we try to instill are based on those found in the Scout Oath and Law.
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The past year was marked by yet another membership policy change affecting Catholic
perceptions of BSA’s moral stance. NCCS leadership responded with a letter and a set of
Frequently Asked Questions to explain what changed and to allay concerns. The Knights of
Columbus decided late in the year to move all their youth programs under the direction of the
local pastor by the end of 2016. In response to this decision, we are working through our region
leadership to facilitate the transfer of charters. While we may not know the impact of these
decisions in terms of number of units lost until the end of 2016, the retention rate in 2015
returned to its historical average.

Despite the changes in BSA policies, our results to-date on the three key objectives established
for our 3-year term show some success. Those objectives were the following:

1. Charter 300 new units
2. Double the rate of participation in the religious emblem and religious activity programs
3. Conduct at least one training workshop in every region

According to BSA reports, 258 new units were chartered to Catholic organizations during 2014
and 232 in 2015 for a total of 490. Not all of these were necessarily formed as a result of our
Membership Initiative but it shows that there are plenty of youth and adults who want to
participate in Scouting. Our rate of participation in religious emblems went from 6% in 2013 to
5.2% in 2014 rebounding to 6.6% in 2015. Participation in religious activity programs also
rebounded after decreasing 24% in 2014; it increased 27% in 2015. The only nationally-
organized training offered to the regions was what was offered at the NCCS Annual Meeting.

Below is a list of some of our other programs and accomplishments. You can read more about
these and the rest of our efforts later in the annual report.

e Provided a visible Catholic emphasis to over 230,000 youth and 93,000 adult registered
members of the Boy Scouts of America.

e (Conducted a St. George Trek at Philmont Scout Ranch for 78 young men and women to
enhance their spiritual and leadership formation. This trek was led by a bishop, 11
priests, 2 sisters and 6 seminarians.

e Provided 3 chaplains for the 100™ anniversary convocation of the Order of the Arrow
(OA). This was the first time we were able to provide religious services at an OA
convocation. Over 10,000 youth participated in this event.

e Provided 4 full-time chaplains at Philmont Scout Ranch.
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e Provided 2 chaplains for the World Scout Jamboree in Japan.
Granted $2,000 college scholarships to five Catholic Eagle Scouts.
e Offered “Scouting in The Catholic Church”, our advanced course for preparing adult
leaders to promote Scouting as youth ministry, at Philmont Scout Ranch Training Center.
49 individuals attended the week long course.
Sold over 15,000 religious emblems and approximately 22,000 religious activity patches.
e Renewed a Memorandum of Understanding pledging mutual support with the BSA.

With all that Scouting has done for us, we have been happy to serve the Catholic Scouting
community to ensure that many more youth and adults will have the same opportunity now and
into the future. With hope in the providence of the Holy Spirit and continued action from all of
us volunteers, the NCCS will continue to pursue its mission. jSiempre Adelante! We thank you
for your support and pray that God will continue to bless the efforts of us all!

Yours in Catholic Scouting,

i

Cuunat D Tt o i

Edward P. Martin Fr. Michael P. Hanifin
National Chairman (2013-2016) National Chaplain (2013-2016)

On October 5, 2015, the National Catholic Committee on
Scouting signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
the Boy Scouts of America. This is customary whenever there
is a change in leadership in either of the organizations to renew
their mutual support. A copy of the MOU is included in the
Appendices of this Annual Report.

In the photo is (I-r) Edward P. Martin, National Chairman;
Father Michael Hanifin, National Chaplain; Michael Surbaugh,
BSA Chief Scout Executive; Rev. Chip Turner, Chairman of
BSA Religious Relationships Committee.
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THE CATHOLIC SCOUTING COMMUNITY

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) provides a Catholic emphasis to nearly
240,000 youth and 94,000 adult registered members of the Boy Scouts of America and has done
so for over 80 years.

For the year ended December 31, 2015, membership in Catholic-chartered units declined 3.1% to
236,474 registered youth and the number of units chartered to Catholic organizations declined
2.9% to 7,582. This decline mirrors the decline in BSA membership overall but at a lower rate.
While BSA membership has been experiencing a steady decline for many years now—and was
greater in 2014 in response to its change in its youth membership policy—the percentage this
past year has returned to its recent historical trend. It is believed that a number of factors are
contributing to the overall decline:

¢ More activities competing for a youth’s time
e Parents restricting number of activities in which the youth can participate
e Loss of access to schools to promote Scouting

It is suspected that BSA’s change in youth membership standard also contributed but it cannot be
substantiated and the change in membership was not markedly different. BSA is also dealing
with other changes in its marketing:

¢ Hispanic families prefer activities in which the entire family participates
® Mothers have become a greater influence in whether a boy joins Scouting

The Knights of Columbus Board of Directors recently “adopted a policy which will require
councils to discontinue direct sponsorship of Boy Scout troops, and instead to provide financial
and volunteer support to troops or other youth activities that are sponsored by parishes”. Doing
so will allow local councils “to more fully integrate its 1.8 million families into the life of their
parishes”. Councils are directed to transfer any charters to the local parish by the end of 2016
(see page 18 for more details). As of December 2015, this represented 1155 units with 33,833
registered youth.

The NCCS still values and believes in its mission to utilize and ensure the constructive use of
BSA programs as a viable form of youth ministry with Catholic youth of our nation. To achieve
this, we must continue to build relationships with our bishops and diocesan committees and
educate them on how to use Scouting as a program of Catholic youth ministry.

Under the direction of Chair-elect George Sparks and the NCCS Membership Committee, the
first membership initiative in ten years was rolled out two years ago. 87 dioceses agreed to
participate in this 3-year effort to charter 300 new units by the end of 2016. By the end of the
second year (2015), we have chartered 490 new units.

To assist diocesan committees in promoting membership locally, the NCCS provides them with
quarterly membership reports that list all Catholic-chartered units, the chartered organization
(parish, K of C council, Catholic school, etc.) and the number of registered youth and adults.

6 2015 NCCS Annual Report




These reports are distributed via the regional chairs. In addition, the NCCS has developed a tool
kit of promotional programs, audiovisuals, fact sheets and process descriptions for assisting in
the promotion and formation of new units. Moreover, NCCS region leadership, the NCCS

Membership Committee and others are available to provide support and assistance as needed.

Catholic Church Units and Membership
Year End Data 2005-2015
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Catholic Units and Membership Compared to BSA as a Whole and Prior Year
Traditional Membership Traditional Units
BSA Catholics BSA Catholics
2015 2,244,297 236,474 98,236 7,582
2014 2,307,192 244,111 100,670 7,807
Difference -62,895 -7,637 -2,434 -225
Difference % -2.7% -3.1% -2.4% -2.9%
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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

RELIGIOUS EMBLEMS
Participation. Based on sales of religious emblem booklets and emblems, participation in the
programs rose for the first time in over 10 years. Sales of religious emblems during calendar
year 2015 increased 23% from 2014. Based on sales of emblems provided by our vendor
(ESCO) and traditional membership numbers provided by BSA, we can estimate the rate of
participation for a given calendar year. For 2015, we estimate 6.6% of youth in Catholic-
chartered units received a religious emblem. This is a significant drop of 32% from 10 years
prior but a 27% increase over 2014. A goal was set in 2013 to double the rate of participation.
Our increase over the past two years is 11.9%.

Cub Scouts | Boy Scouts | Venturers All Youth Adult
2015 Catholic 11,932 2,508 1,089 15,529 209
2014 Catholic 9,142 2,498 938 12,578 196
2013 Catholic 11,748 2,590 915 15,253 217
2012 Catholic 13,831 2,368 941 17,140 195
2011 Catholic 15,514 2,863 785 19,162 224
2010 Catholic 15,525 3,530 1,027 20,082 865
2009 Catholic 18,016 2,778 897 21,691 187
2008 Catholic 18,527 3,674 1,125 23,356 273
2007 Catholic 18,184 2,841 841 22,340 679
2006 Catholic 23,930 3,984 1,443 29,357 745
2005 Catholic 25,694 3,809 1,232 30,735 784
2004 Catholic 23,640 3,676 1,235 28,551 780
2003 Catholic 26,622 4,348 1,476 32,446 758
2015 All Faiths 23,163 4,201 2,049 29,413 635
2014 All Faiths 22,233 4,780 1,955 28,968 625
2013 All Faiths 26,884 5,294 1,860 34,038 604
2012 All Faiths 30,979 5,073 2,011 38,063 740
2011 All Faiths 33,098 5,617 1,853 40,568 785
2010 All Faiths 34,675 6,651 2,209 43,535 1,568
2009 All Faiths 37,239 5,628 1,853 44,690 930
2008 All Faiths 18,264 2,478 1,020 21,762 645
2007 All Faiths 36,874 5,648 1,874 44,364 1,257
2006 All faiths 56,454 13,037 5,656 75,147 5,613
2005 All faiths 55,215 12,432 5,058 72,705 5,858
2004 All faiths 56,637 12,830 5,384 74,850 5,821
2003 All Faiths 65,148 12,812 7,263 85,223 5,604
Source: ESCO/PRAY Publications
1-Year 10-Year
Emblems Sold 2015 2014 2013 2006 Change Change
Boy Scouts 3,597 2,498 3,524 5,427 +44.0% -33.7%
Cub Scouts 11,932 9,142 10,762 23,930 +30.5% -50.1%
1-Year 10-Year
Rate of Participation 2015 2014 2013 2006 Change Change
Scouts 6.6% 5.2% 5.9% 9.7% +26.9% -32.0%
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All Catholic Scouts whether they are Tig{er Cubs, Cub Scouts,
Boy Scouts or Venturers have the opportunity to earn Religious
Emblems to exhibit their spiritual growth within their
age-appropriate scouting programs.

j p a pers _ (Children of God) emblem is
relationship with. . With to help young boys explore a
the parenis' aclive assistance  wide range of activities in — '

& participation in this order to discover the A o

program, itis hoped that the presence of God in their » ‘I':eu#n'an?migesslsx:!lh

Cub will come 1o see Jesus s daily lives as members of " " v X : ;

a real person and his friend.  their families & parishes. Light is Life different life choices (single,
— is a program developed for scouts of married, religious, ordained),

= the Eastern-rite Catholic Churches.  occupations and ministries in
For more Information “Ad Altare Dei” Light is Life respects the cultural  the lihllTE{h as calls from God.
Vocations)

on nuw to use (To the Altar of God) and ritual diflerences among the
various Eastern Catholic Churches.

Ihese I]"mrams program is lo help Catholic Scouls

oi the Roman Rite develop a fully
nccs.hsa org ! emhlems Christian way of life in the faith
’ community. The program is

or comlact us al organized in chapters based on the

972-580-2114 seven Sacraments.

Learn more about your faith through various religious

Activities & Programs and even earn a Patch.
Everyone, Catholic, non-Catholic, male, female, youth
or adult may earn and learn from any of these

activities

The Faith Series

For more Information
on how to use these programs

nces-bsa.org / Activities
or contact us at

International Awareness Rosary Series 072-580-2114
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Participation. Participation in our religious activity programs has remained positive. Based on
sales, there was an increase of 27% over 2014 with sales of nearly 22,000 patches. Several new
patch programs were made available at the end of 2014, such as the Corporal Works of Mercy
and Keep the Lamp Burning, both of which were among the top 10 in sales. The Rosary Series
continue to be the perennial best sellers.

Rank | Religious Activity Program Percent of Sales
1 Luminous Mysteries 15.4
2 Sorrowful Mysteries 9.0
3 Pray the Rosary 8.2
4 Joyful Mysteries 7.6
5 Corporal Works of Mercy 5.2
6 Glorious Mysteries 4.7
7 Andrew Bessette 3.9
8 Elizabeth Ann Seton 3.2
9 Keep the Lamp Burning 3.2
10 Juan Diego 3.1

Corporal Works of Mercy. A few years ago, the World Scout Committee
launched the Messengers of Peace initiative to inspire more young men and
women to help Scouting create a better world. The Boy Scouts of America
joined this effort in 2012 by providing a tool for Scouts and units to record
service projects. The Corporal Works of Mercy religious activity is the NCCS
contribution to the initiative. This activity was released in 2014. About the
same time, Pope Francis proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy '
beginning in December 2015. This program provided a means to help Scouts understand how
they can participate in the Church’s focus on God’s mercy.

Keep the Lamp Burning. This patch program was developed in conjunction
with the 100" year of International Catholic Scouting started by Pere Jacques
Sevin SJ in France. It was celebrated by different events around the world until
the conclusion of the celebration at the World Jamboree in Japan in 2015.

Rosary Series (I-r): Pray the Rosary, Joyful Mysteries, Luminous Mysteries, Sorrowful Mysteries, Glorious Mysteries
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TRAINING

Training Continuum. The NCCS training curriculum parallels that of the BSA training
continuum:

Type BSA Program NCCS Program
Orientation Fast Start Fast Start
Basic New Leader Essentials Mentoring and Action Planning
Leader Specific Training National Catholic Leadership Development
Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills
Supplemental | Roundtables, Philmont Training, Biennial Workshops
Merit Badge Counselor Orientation, Regional Meetings
The Trainers EDGE Religious Emblems Counselor Training
Advanced Wood Badge for the 21 Century Scouting in the Catholic Church

Fast Start. Fast Start training is designed to help a new NCCS leader quickly understand what
the expectations and responsibilities are for the position held and where to go for more
information.

National Catholic Leadership Development. In 2014, we changed the name of the Scouter
Development: Lay Apostolate Formation for Scouting program to National Catholic Leadership
Development. As one of our Basic courses, we felt the older name still wasn’t attracting
Scouters to participate in, or deliver, the course. The content still focuses on individuals being
guided to consider how they are being called as Catholic Scouters to live their faith.

Regional Training. One of the primary responsibilities of the Region Chair is to conduct a
regional meeting whereby diocesan Scouting leaders can share best practices and lessons learned
and discuss issues with their peers from other dioceses. With the need to promote participation
in membership development, religious emblems and religious activity programs, and training,
Region Chairs have been more strongly encouraged to organize such events. Due to a lack of
knowledgeable trainers, a day of training is conducted in conjunction with our annual Executive
Board meetings. Every other year, the Training Committee coordinates the preparation of a set
of workshops at the Biennial Conferences.

Scouting in the Catholic Church Course. Since its inception in 1974, the focus of this annual
training conference has been the formation and training of leaders for diocesan Boy Scout
committees. The 2015 Scouting in the Catholic Church conference was held at Philmont
Training Center (PTC) from August 3-9 (pictures following). Faculty consisted of George
Sparks as Course Director, Fr. Michael Hanifin as Course Advisor, Deacon Tommy Watts, Lito
de los Reyes, Kathy Polowski and Elizabeth Olivas. Attending were 49 individuals that included
4 priests and 3 deacons. 28 diocese were represented with the Diocese of Phoenix having 5
participants and the Dioceses of Honolulu, Charleston (SC) and Santa Fe each having 3
participants. The NCCS offers scholarships to cover the cost of registration for those in financial
need. In 2015, two scholarships were granted.
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The 2016 course is scheduled for July 24-30. The faculty will consist of Ben Feril (Vice Chair)
as Course Director, Fr. Joseph Powers (Associate National Chaplain) as Course Advisor, along
with Deacon Leo Ferguson (Chaplain in Diocese of Grand Rapids), Dr. Carroll Brennan (Region
14 Chair), Ed Martin (Past National Chairman) and Elizabeth Olivas (NCCS Program Assistant).
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EMMETT J. DOERR MEMORIAL SCOUT SCHOLARSHIPS. The Emmett J. Doerr
Memorial Distinguished Scout Scholarship program awarded its 12™ year of scholarships and the
eight year of five $2000 scholarships. 122 applications were evaluated and the five scholarship
winners received a letter of personal congratulations from John and Julie Doerr. For 2015, the
recipients were: Nyle Almeida, Oakland, CA; Braeden C. Benedict, Palos Verdes, CA; Samuel
Handshy, Franklin, TN; James Jaeger, Orland Park, IL; Anna Nemec, Taylor, TX. Anna Nemec
is the first female and Venturer to receive a scholarship.

VOCATIONS PROMOTION

Since 2003 the NCCS Vocations Committee has promoted Priesthood Sunday, which is
sponsored by the USA Council of Serra International. Since 2008, we have used the NCCS web
site, The Bridge and our Facebook page to promote the program. Scouts and Scouters are
encouraged to send personally-created appreciation cards to the priests they know. Priesthood
Sunday is celebrated on the last Sunday of October each year.

We have also partnered with Serra Clubs to charter Venturing Crews in Catholic high schools.
Five units have been chartered and Catholic committees on Scouting and Serra Clubs in 17
dioceses have teamed up to establish additional units. The relationship between the NCCS
Vocations Committee and USA Council of Serra International has produced positive results. We
look forward to continued collaboration to create a positive culture for religious vocations
through Catholic Scouting.

ANNUAL MEETING

In odd-numbered years, the NCCS Executive Board, Advisory Board and standing committees
meet to conduct their business. Our 2015 annual meeting was conducted successfully at the
Tampa Airport—Westshore DoubleTree by Hilton in Tampa, Florida (pictures following). Dates
and locations for future annual meetings are as follows:

2016 — Atlanta, Georgia at the Marriott Perimeter Center (Dunwoody)
2017 — Reno, Nevada at the Peppermill Casino Resort
2018 — Crowne Plaza, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

The Bridge. The NCCS publishes an 8-page full-color newsletter quarterly that is sent to all
registered members (550), diocesan chairs and chaplains (325), Scout executives (320), and
affiliated organizations (350), with extra copies (100) held in reserve at the NCCS office. A .pdf
copy is maintained on the NCCS website (http://www.nccs-bsa.org/national/TheBridge.php)
along with several years of past issues.

Website. The NCCS website, www.nccs-bsa.org, is used to make available information of a
more static nature and a calendar of upcoming events. Information about the organization’s
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structure, Executive Board and diocesan contacts, by-laws, religious activity and emblem
programs, training, etc., are to be found here. The web site averages over 500 clicks each week.
It is currently in the process of being revised with a new look-and-feel that is expected to make
navigation and maintenance much easier.

Facebook. The NCCS Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/nccs.bsa, has been used to
share news of upcoming events, announcements of interest to Catholic Scouters, and deaths of
NCCS members. The Facebook page averages nearly 1700 visitors each week, with total weekly
impressions of over 5000.

Phone Support. The NCCS Program Assistant responds daily on average to 50-70 emails, 25
pieces of US mail, 10-15 voicemail messages, and 20 phone calls.

RELATIONSHIPS
The NCCS is recognized by the USCCB as the authority to represent all Catholic Boy Scout
chartered institutions to the BSA. This is recognized as a dual responsibility: first, to build
relationships with all youth-serving Catholic institutions that can charter Scout units and second,
to properly understand and represent Catholic youth ministry goals and objectives to the BSA.
This is best done by building liaison relationships with BSA and several Catholic and youth-
serving bodies.
USCCB General Assembly. The US bishops conduct a general assembly for %5 Couy,
all its members in November of each year. Our Bishop Liaison, Bishop Robert ,.‘?% .6&%
— ™
e
L

Guglielmone, has arranged for the NCCS to host a breakfast for bishops &
interested in attending. We use the time to introduce key members of the ~ "%
NCCS, provide a short presentation on a topic of shared interest, and be %bouc mgep“
available for discussion of any topics of interest to the bishops. Over 100

bishops attended the breakfast in 2015.

In 2015, the NCCS honored three diocesan bishops who have distinguished themselves by their
support of Catholic Scouting:

e Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, was presented
with custom-made NCCS cuftlinks in gratitude for celebrating Mass at the 2013 BSA
National Jamboree and overall support of the NCCS.

¢ Bishop Gerald Gettelfinger (aka “Padre”) was honored before his peers for his many years
as the Episcopal Liaison to the NCCS, his participation as an advisor on the Saint George
Trek, and his service as a chaplain at Philmont Scout Ranch.

¢ Bishop R. Daniel Conlon, Bishop of Joliet, was honored with the Silver Saint George
Award for his years as an advisor on the Saint George Trek and support of Scouting through
the years.

At this event, Mr. Tico Perez, BSA National Commissioner, spoke to the bishops about the changes
in the BSA membership policies. Fr. Kevin Smith, NCCS Associate National Chaplain, spoke about
the involvement of priests and seminarians in NCCS activities.
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(I-r): Tico Perez, Mark Wappel, Fr. Ray
Fecteau, Archbishop William E. Lori of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore and Supreme
Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus

USCCB Committee for Laity, Family Life, and Youth (Subcommittee on Youth and Young
Adult Ministry). The Subcommittee on Youth and Young Adult Ministry assists the bishops to
respond to the pastoral needs and concerns of youth and young adults and fosters their
participation in the community and mission of the Church. It collaborates with other national
organizations also dedicated to these purposes in accord with the bishops’ documents Renewing
the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry and Sons and Daughters of the Light: A
Pastoral Plan for Ministry with Young Adults.

National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM). The NFCYM
is the professional organization of affiliated dioceses and collaborating

members and participates in the mission of the Catholic Church by advocating /AK‘
for and supporting Catholic youth ministry on the national, diocesan, and local
level. It functions under the auspices of the USCCB and cooperates with the NFCYM

USCCB Committee for Laity, Family Life, and Youth. MATIONAL FEOLRATION FoR
The NCCS staffed an exhibit at the biennial National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) held
in Indianapolis from November 19-21. In additional to staffing an information booth at the
conference, George Sparks and Ed Gargiulo participated in a panel discussion on how Scouts can
use their Eagle projects as evangelizing tools. Our purpose at NCYC is to create awareness
among the more than 20000 Catholic youth what Catholic programming the NCCS offers to
those in Scouting. It also gave us the opportunity to encourage those who already participate in
Scouting as many visitors to the booth express familiarity with NCCS programs or Scouting.

NCCS exhibit at
NFCYM’s National
Catholic Youth
Conference. (I-r):

John Ribar Jr., William
Davies, Kay Davies,

Fr. Ray Fecteau, Bishop
Robert Guglielmone,
Ed Gargiulo, Elizabeth
Olivas, John Anthony

2015 NCCS Annual Report 17



BSA Religious Relationships Committee. The National Chairman and

Chaplain, as well as the Past National Chair, Past National Chaplain, Associate ,_./I\,\
National Chaplain, Chair-elect and Membership Committee Chair are active W
members of this advisory body consisting of representative from all the major _glﬂ!L
faith-based chartered partners. This committee focuses on chaplaincy, adult tvj@a
training, literature and membership. It is through this committee that the NCCS

members can raise Catholic perspectives to the National Council. The NCCS is leading the
development of a Chaplain Aide training program for the Committee.

Each year four Scouts representing different faith traditions are
selected to receive their religious emblem during the Duty to God !
breakfast at the BSA National Annual Meeting. In the picture to the
right, the Most Reverend James A. Tamayo, D.D., Bishop of the
Diocese of Laredo, Texas, and member of the Duty to God Breakfast
Committee, presents a Parvuli Dei emblem to a local Cub Scout.

Knights of Columbus. The Knights of Columbus organization has long been a
supporter of Catholic Scouting, recently holding charters for over 1100 units
serving nearly 34,000 youth across the country. In addition, it has its own
youth program called Columbian Squires which involves young men in
programs to benefit the Church, the community, as well as in recreational and
social activities.

In response to a message of Pope Francis during the World Meeting of Families in which he
called for a new alliance between the Church and the family, the organization has decided to
phase out these programs while re-focusing its efforts on providing financial and volunteer
support to Scout units and other youth activities that are sponsored by parishes (see Letter from
Knights of Columbus in Appendices).

As aresult, Knights of Columbus councils are moving to end their charters as soon as practically
possible, no later than 2016. The organization is encouraging councils to transfer their charters
to the local parish where the mission and activity of Scouting will be more properly integrated
into a comprehensive strategy of the parish’s youth ministry under the direction of the pastor.
The organization believes this is the best way to provide for the future sustainability of an
authentic Catholic Scouting program and of the Catholic identity of the young men who
participate in it.

The Knights of Columbus organization is known for its charity toward others, loyalty to country
and dedication to the Catholic faith. These are principles shared by Catholic Scouting in doing
one’s duty to God and country and helping other people at all times. The NCCS looks forward
to a continuing relationship with the Knights of Columbus as we work together to promote
authentic Catholic Scouting in our parishes.
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USA Council of Serra International. For several years, the USA Council of
Serra International has offered grants to start Venture Crews in Catholic high
schools. Inquiries have been few but with the election this year of Col. (ret.)
John Halloran, a past NCCS National Chair, as the Serra Vice President,
Vocations, we have hopes that more activity will be forthcoming.

The current balance in the Serra/Venturing Fund is $8000.00. The purpose of the fund is to
reimburse a Serra Club for costs incurred to establish a Crew. In more recent cases, local Serra
Clubs have chosen not to ask for the 50% reimbursement; they underwrite the program from
their own treasury.

DIOCESAN SUPPORT

Region Services. Service outreach to Catholic Scouts, Scouters, and Catholic chartered units is
handled through local diocesan Catholic committees which fall into one of 15 regions
corresponding to the 14 episcopal regions plus one for all Eastern Churches. Each region has an
elected Chairman and an appointed Chaplain who support and encourage the use of NCCS
programs within their region and are supported by the NCCS Vice-Chairman for Regions.
Region Chairs promote to their diocesan committees the effective use of the programs and
administrative guidelines developed by the NCCS. They serve as advisors, troubleshooters, and
liaisons. To encourage effective programming and leadership at the diocesan level, a couple of
incentive programs are available. These include the Pope Paul VI Unit Award and the Quality
Diocese Award. Region leadership is encouraged to develop working relationships with
diocesan leaders and to host retreat and training sessions with them throughout their term in
order to inspire, to train, and to share best practices.

Quality Diocese Award. A “Quality Diocesan Committee” Award was developed in 2002 with
the assistance of the regional leadership and was revised in 2003 to reflect updated standards.
The promotion of the Quality Diocese Award, as a tool for communication, program evaluation,
and recognition, achieved great success, with 47% of the dioceses earning this recognition for
2015:

Region | State Diocese (AD Archdiocese)

1 Connecticut Bridgeport, AD-Hartford, Norwich
Massachusetts Worcester, AD-Boston
Rhode Island Providence
New Hampshire Manchester

2 New York Albany, Brooklyn, Buffalo, AD-New York, Ogdensburg, Rockville Center,

Rochester

Puerto Rico Mayaguez 6, San Juan

3 New Jersey Camden, AD-Newark, Patterson
Pennsylvania Greensburg, Harrisburg, Pittsburgh

4 Delaware Wilmington
Maryland AD-Baltimore
Virginia Arlington, Richmond
District of Columbia AD-Washington, AD-Military Services
West Virginia Wheeling-Charleston
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Region | State Diocese (AD Archdiocese)
5 Alabama Birmingham
Kentucky Covington, Lexington, AD-Louisville, Owensboro
Louisiana Houma-Thibodaux, AD-New Orleans, Shreveport, Lafayette, Baton Rouge,
Lake Charles
Tennessee Knoxville, Memphis
6 Michigan AD-Detroit, Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Lansing
Ohio Cleveland, Columbus, Youngstown
7 Illinois Joliet, Peoria, Springfield, Rockford, AD-Chicago
Indiana Evansville, Gary, AD-Indianapolis, Lafayette, Fort Wayne-South Bend
Wisconsin Green Bay, AD-Milwaukee, La Crosse, Superior
8 Minnesota AD-St. Paul-Minneapolis, Winona
9 Iowa AD-Dubuque, Davenport
Missouri Kansas City-St. Joseph, AD-St. Louis
Kansas AD-Kansas City
10 Oklahoma AD-Oklahoma City, Tulsa
Texas Corpus Christi, Dallas, Fort Worth, AD-Galveston-Houston, San Antonio,
Austin
11 Hawaii Honolulu
California Orange, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Jose, AD-San Francisco,
Fresno, AD-Los Angeles
Nevada Las Vegas
12 Washington AD-Seattle
Oregon AD-Portland
13 Arizona Phoenix, Tucson
Colorado Colorado Springs, AD-Denver
New Mexico AD-Santa Fe
Utah Salt Lake City
14 Florida Palm Beach, St. Augustine, Venice, St. Petersburg, Pensacola-Tallahassee
Georgia AD-Atlanta, Savannah
North Carolina Raleigh, Charlotte
South Carolina Charleston
15 Eastern Churches

Activity Award of Excellence. An “Activity Award of Excellence” certificate is presented to
diocesan committees for programs that are deemed of such high quality that the programs

should be made available for use by other dioceses.

At the 2016 Biennial Conference, the

following two programs were recognized for 2015:

e Ad Altare Dei Religious Emblem Retreat by the Diocese of Minneapolis-St. Paul
e Parish Good Turn (Certified Wildlife Habitat) by Pack 24 of Scarsdale, NY
(Archdiocese of New York)
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MEMBER RECOGNITION

Brother Barnabas Founders Award. The Brother Barnabas Founders Award is a special
recognition for long and meritorious service. The NCCS presents it to an individual who has
significantly affected the course of Catholic Scouting. Nominations are determined by the
NCCS National Chairman and Chaplain and approved by the NCCS Executive Committee. To-
date, 17 individuals (9 priests and 8 laymen) have been recognized with the award including Fr.
Raymond L. Fecteau who received the award in 2016. He is being congratulated by Bishop
Robert Guglielmone, the USCCB Bishop Liaison, himself a recipient.
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Silver St. George. Five NCCS members (pictured below) were honored at the Bishop Liaison’s
Luncheon at the NCCS Annual Meeting by receiving the Silver St. George emblem. This
recognition is given to Scouters who serve at the national level of Catholic Scouting and are
nominated by their peers. The 2015 recipients are:

Name (Arch)Diocese
Bishop Daniel Conlon Springfield

Kay Davies Minneapolis-St. Paul
John Hughes Cincinnati

Fr. Norm Supancheck Los Angeles

Jim Weiskircher Charleston (SC)

Pictured (I-r): Jim Weiskircher of the Diocese of Charleston; Father Norman Supancheck of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles;
Bishop Robert Guglielmone, Bishop of Charleston and Bishop Advisor to NCCS; Kay Davies of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis; Father Stephen Salvador, Immediate Past National Chaplain; John Hughes of the Diocese of Cincinnati; and John
Halloran, Immediate Past National Chair. Bishop Robert Daniel Conlon of the Diocese of Joliet was not available for the picture.
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Jerusalem Cross. Those who participate in the Scouting in the Catholic Church course may
earn the Jerusalem Cross to add to the four beads received during the course. To earn the
Jerusalem Cross, one must complete a “mission” utilizing the knowledge gained from the
course. Recipients are recognized at the NCCS Annual Meeting. Below are the recipients
recognized in 2015.

Recipient (Arch) Diocese
Sandy Eubanks Phoenix

Daniel M. Frommelt Madison
Kandance Glaser Santa Fe

Bruce Grimes Beaumont
Robert D. Hammack St. Louis

Mark J. Kramer Arlington

Joe Maresh Phoenix

Marie Maresh Phoenix

Maria Talamo Austin

Robert S. Zetelski Sr. Galveston-Houston

New Executive Board Members. The following individuals were (re-)elected into new
positions on the NCCS Executive Board. Vice Chairs serve a two-year term while all others
serve a three-year term.

Name

Position

John Meakin Jr.

Region 1 Chair

Msgr. James Lang

Region 2 Chaplain

Fr. Michael Santangelo

Region 3 Chaplain

Msgr. John Brady

Region 4 Chaplain

Paul Bell

Region 5 Chair

Fr. Mark Carr S.J.

Region 7 Chaplain

Dr. James Rice

Region 8 Chair

Charles Raimond Sr.

Region 10 Chair

Roselito de los Reyes

Region 11 Chair

Gerald Scanlan

Vice Chair

Ben Feril

Vice Chair

James Weiskircher

National Chair-elect
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CHAPLAINCY

Philmont Scout Ranch. The NCCS has |

provided chaplains at Philmont Scout Ranch
for over 50 years. Two to four chaplains
serve at any given time during the summer
months. Besides celebrating Mass each
evening, they also serve a rotation in

different areas of the ranch. They make =

themselves available not only to those going
on treks but also to ranch staff and those
attending courses at the Philmont Training
Center. Some of our chaplains come back
year after year.

For some time during the period May 25 through August 23 of 2015, the following individuals

served as chaplains at Philmont:

Most Reverend Gerald “Padre” Gettelfinger

Fr. Ross Chamberland OFM
Fr. Raymond L. Fecteau

Fr. Gerard Gentleman

Fr. Michael P. Hanifin

Fr. Donald Hummel

Fr. Dennis O’Rourke

Fr. Michael Santangelo
Fr. Kevin Smith
Seminarian Cole Bestgen

Saint George Trek. The Saint George Trek is a high-adventure Catholic leadership program for
older Catholic Boy Scouts and Venture Crew members held at Philmont Scout Ranch. It is
organized and led by the NCCS Chaplains Committee. The Saint George Trek brings Catholic
high school youth from around the country together with selected priests, religious and
seminarians for eleven days of backpacking in the context of a vocation retreat. It’s held every
two years at and with the first one held in 1992. This year’s trek consisted of 78 youth, 6
seminarians, 2 religious sisters and 11 priests from 28 states and 48 (arch)dioceses.

24

2015 NCCS Annual Report



St. George Trek Advisors

Diocese

Fr. Matthew Gray

Charleston (SC)

Fr. Giovannie Nunez, CRM

Charleston (SC)

Sister “T” Teresa Gunter, OSB Evansville
Fr. Stephen Eickhoff Joliet
Seminarian Kevin Glowiak Joliet
Seminarian John Horan Joliet

Sister Kathleen Cash, OSB Louisville

Fr. Joseph Palacios Lubbock
Seminarian Jake Powell Lubbock
Seminarian Michael Wanta Madison (WI)
Fr. Adam Rust Memphis

Fr. David Friel Philadelphia

Fr. Gerard Gentleman

Rockville Center

Seminarian Anthony “AJ” Canatella

Rockville Center

Fr. Jason Adams Savannah
Fr. William Dotson St. Louis
Fr. Paul Niemann St. Louis
Seminarian Cole Bestigan St. Louis
Fr. Michael Santangelo Trenton

Archdioceses and Dioceses represented on the 2015 St. George Trek

Diocese of Albany
Diocese of Allentown
Archdiocese of Ancharage
Archdiocese of Atlanta
Diccese of Austin
Archdiocese of Baltimore
Diocese of Beaumont
Diocese of Bismarck
Diocese of Buffalo
Diocese of Charleston *
Diocese of Charlotte
Archdiocese of Chicago
Diocese of Des Moines
Diocese of Evansville *
Diocese of Fort Worth
Diocese of Grand Rapids

* = Participants and Advisors
T = Advisors only

Diocese of Harrisburg

Diocese of Honolulu

Diocese of loliet *

Diocese of Kalamazoo
Archdiocese of Kansas City, Kansas
Diocese of Lafayette-in-indiana
Diocese of Las Vegas
Archdiocese of Los Angeles
Archdiocese of Louisville *
Diocese of Lubbock T

Diocese of Madison T

Diocese of Memphis T

Diocese of Orange

Diocese of Palm Beach

Diccese of Pensacola-Tallahassee
Archdiocese of Philadelphia *

All other dioceses = youth participants only

Diocese of Phoenix

Diocese of Pittsburgh
Diocese of Richmond
Diocese of Rockford

Diocese of Rockville Centre *
Archdiocese of San Antonio
Diocese of San Diego
Archdiocese of Santa Fe
Diocese of Savannah =
Diocese of St. Augustine|
Archdiocese of 5t, Louis *
Archdiocese of 5. Paul & Minneapalis
Diocese of Stockton

Diocese of Trenton T
Diocese of Tulsa

Diocese of Witmington
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National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC). From August 3-8, 2015, over 10,000
members of the Order of the Arrow (OA) from around the country gathered at Michigan State
University to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the organization. They come together every
other year from around the world to share ideas, learn from one another, and most importantly
experience an outstanding conference that is unlike any other event in Scouting. NOAC is open
only to members of the OA. The Order of the Arrow is the national honor society of the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA). It uses American Indian-styled traditions and ceremonies to bestow
recognition on Scouts selected by their peers as best exemplifying the ideals of Scouting.

This year was the first time the NCCS has been able to provide religious services for Catholic
attendees. Bishop Robert Guglielmone attended along with Fr. Mark Spring (Diocese of
Davenport) and Fr. Frank Basa (Diocese of Cleveland).

Bishop urges Arrowmen to follow God's call

By: Greg Marsano

Arrowmen follow Gods call
when they provide cheerful service
to Scouting and the community,
said Most Rev. Robert E. Gugliel-
mone while celebrating Mass at
Wells Hall. This means Arrowmen
should remain involved and do their
best to correct society’s problems.

Most Rev. Guglielmone is the
Roman Catholic Bishop of Charles-
ton, South Carolina. The number
and enthusiasm of attendees at
NOAC 2015 offers evidence that the

10

Order can be a force for good, Gug-
lielmone said. In addition to run-
ning his diocese, he also remains an
active member of Buckskin Lodge
in Massapequa, New York.

This is Guglielmones first
NOAC, but he has been involved
with Scouting for decades. Since
his time in the seminary, he has
been active in the Catholic Scout-
ing movement and he is a recipient
of both the St. George Emblem and
the Brother Barnabas Founder’s
Award. Before his appointment

THE CURRENT | AUGUST 5, 2015

as the 13th Catholic bishop of
Charleston, he led the the chaplain
training program at Philmont Scout
Ranch for several years. Currently,
he serves on the National Catholic
Committee on Scouting as an exec-
utive member.

NOAC 2015 provides many op-
portunities for Arrowmen to fulfill
their duty to God. Prayer services
are held daily through Thursday at
8 am. and Arrowmen can attend
these services after morning cal-
isthenics or Wednesday's 5K run.
The Arrowman reverence service
also provides a non-denomina-
tional option. The schedule and
location of services is posted in the
conference schedule.

Additionally, lodge chaplains
can be helpful for those who have
questions about religious programs.
A chaplain’s responsibilities extend
beyond leading prayers before each
meal. The chaplain also can answer
questions about earning religious
emblems or the time and place of
services during Scouting events.
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GLOBAL ADVOCACY

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

Liaison Activity. The NCCS International Committee continues its mission to “maintain
relationships with the international Scouting and Catholic Youth Movement to ground programs
in the Universal Church.” A cooperative relationship is maintained through the participation of
Fr. Joe Weber, Chaplain for the Americas Region, and Bray Barnes, the World Chairman.

International Awareness Activity Award. This program of ICCS was developed to raise
awareness of Catholic Scouting around the world. Royalties earned from the sale of awards are
used to support the work of the ICCS. The NCCS continues to be the largest purchaser and
presenter of these awards. During 2015, $457 in royalties were paid to ICCS on sales during
2015 of 109 medallions, 348 pins and 401 patches.

FINANCIAL AND VOLUNTEER SUPPORT

Bray B. Barnes, a past NCCS National Chairman, is in his second
term as World Chairman of the ICCS. Fr. Joe Weber serves as
Chaplain of the ICCS Inter-Americas Region. Scott Harvey
serves as the NCCS International Chairman. Jerry Scanlan serves
as the NCCS Representative to, and vice chair of, The
International Catholic Foundation for Catholic Scouting (ICSF).
Anne Lederman serves as chair of the Education Working Group.

Pictured I-r:

Roberto Cociancich, World President
Fr. Jacques Gagey, World Chaplain
Bray Barnes, World Chairman

World Scout Jamboree. The NCCS was well-represented at the

23 World Scout Jamboree (WSJ) in Yamaguchi Japan July 26-August 9. Father Stephen
Salvador served as the Catholic Chaplain from the BSA, celebrating Mass each morning for the
International Service Team.

The ICCS was also well-represented by members of the NCCS International Committee. Father
Joe Weber, Phil Krajec and Scott Harvey were joined by members of the JCCS (Japanese
Catholic Committee on Scouting) and other ICCS members from Korea, France, Italy, Hungary,
Lebanon, Portugal, Canada and Nigeria. Bray Barnes hosted the Apostolic Nuncio to Japan, the
Archbishop of Osaka and the Bishop of Yamaguchi.

Daily activity at the Catholic tent included reception of the sacrament of Reconciliation, personal
counseling with a priest, a video presentation of the history of Christianity in Japan, and making
of rosaries. Over 500 of the rosaries made by the Scouts were donated to Caritas Japan.

The next World Scout Jamboree is scheduled for 2019 at The Summit in West Virginia and will
be co-hosted by the BSA, Scouts of Canada and Scouts of Mexico. The NCCS is expected to
play a greater role in this event.
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WOSM and Duty to God. The ICCS is part of the task force conducting an analysis of spiritual
development in Scouting and proposing solutions to the World Scout Committee (WOSM) from
both a constitutional and educational position. This is extremely important as the ICCS is one of
only six major faith traditions that are consultative bodies to WOSM. “Duty to God” is in the
WOSM constitution and there is pressure from some National Scouting Organizations (NSO) to
modify the current understanding. A survey has been distributed seeking input and the ICCS and
other consultative bodies are meeting later in 2016 in Vienna to discuss the situation.

St. Paul Fellowship. In February 2012, the St. Paul Fellowship was launched to raise funds to
support ICCS directly in addition to the International Foundation for Catholic Scouting (IFCS)
whose corpus provides funds into the future. Bray Barnes serves as Chairman and Jerry Scanlan
(also Vice-Chair of FICS) serves as Vice-Chair. This fellowship has already raised over $75,000
with more than half coming from USA donors.

Emmett J. Doerr Scout Trust Fund. The Emmett J. Doerr Scout Trust Fund was established to
provide support for ICCS activities out of its earnings. In February 2015, the NCCS made a
donation in the amount of $6,280.51 and paid annual dues of $4,000 for a total of $10,280.51.

Inter-Americas Fund. The NCCS established a fund to support Catholic Scouting in the inter-
Americas in 2004 with an initial corpus of $100,000. The balance in the ICCS Inter-Americas
Fund as of December 31, 2015 was $198,026.19. The NCCS International Committee may
submit applications for the use of earnings from this fund to serve Catholic Scouts in the Inter-
Americas Region.

L L
L] e
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOW
BSA Operating Account (Unaudited)

Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual
2011 2012 2013 \ 2014 2015

Balance as of January 1 193,945 157,304 134,118 113,902 126,947
RECEIPTS

Sales 211,349 227,654 188,764 123,692 155,037
Fees 86,879 86,003 62,530 87,611 45,384
Contributions 85,330 116,646 100,979 131,682 114,831
Interest 207 387 0 0 0
Total Receipts 383,765 430,690 352,273 364,857 315,252
EXPENSES

Programs 306,911 309,264 322,676 250,381 245,588
Priest Services 29,246 28,663 32,779 25,5632 60,938
Operations 48,104 44,409 44,880 40,225 26,443
Total Expenses 384,261 382,336 400,335 316,138 332,968

Net Increase (Decrease) in Operating

Account Before Transfers (496) 48,354 (48,062) 48,719 (17,716)

TRANSFERS

Scout Trust (ICCS) 6,355 5,960 5,346 N/A N/A
Scout Trust (Spes Mundi) (15,000) (2,500) 0 0 0
Priest Support (Golden Ad Altare Dei) (7,500) 0 22,500 0 0
Holding (20,000) (75,000) 0 (35,674) (15,000)
Net Transfers (36,145) (71,540) 27,846 (35,674) (15,000)

Net Increase (Decrease) in Operating

Account After Tranafors (36,641) | (23,186) | (20,216) 13,045 | (2,716)

Balance as of December 31 193,945 157,304 113,902 126,947 124,231

Note: Due to a restructuring of accounts, some totals reported in prior years may not match those reported here (see Highlights).
For accounting purposes, years begin January 1 and end December 31.

2015 Sources of Funds | 2015 Uses of Funds

W Sales Fees Contributions | Programs Priest Services Operations

8%

37% 18%

T4%
14%
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FUND ACCOUNTS ACTIVITY SUMMARY

2015 2015
Account Value Value Value Value Value Account Percentage
(12/31/11) (12/31/12) (12/31/13) (12/31/14) (12/31/15) Increase/ Increase/
Decrease Decrease
Scout Trust 250,955.17 263,636.65 299,809.73 313,230.90 309,244.87 -3,986.03 -1.27%
St. George 226,665.84 248,540.77 297,890.77 321,873.92 326,517.51 4,643.59 1.44%
Holding 480,077.41 290,569.82 270,856.82 270,897.29 70,762.84 -200,134.45 -73.88%
NCCS 544,026.66 596,641.27 706,294.27 759,307.42 970,769.39 211,461.97 27.85%
Committee 126,036.64 138,341.76 164,158.76 175,910.46 177,845.29 1,934.83 1.10%
Golden AAD 526,783.77 579,709.68 670,160.68 713,935.91 709,311.13 -4,624.78 -0.65%
Inter-Americas 136,913.12 149,869.61 182,711.61 196,267.27 198,026.19 1,758.92 0.90%
Scholarship 99,980.28 130,510.97 164,477.97 215,871.63 227,006.90 11,135.27 5.16%
Administrative 0.00 256,377.22 300,147.58 322,078.50 326,060.27 3,981.77 1.24%
Total $2,391,438.89 | $2,654,197.75 | $2,756,698.46 | $3,289,373.30 | $3,315,544.39 26,171.09 0.80%
Increase/Decrease 1.60% 10.99 15.10% 7.62% 0.8%
HIGHLIGHTS

1. Changes in Receipts
a. Sales. Overall sales rebounded slightly after a 3-year decline. Sales of religious activity
patches increased $5,937, up 9.7% over 2014. Emblem royalties were up just 1% above

2014. Sales of religious emblem booklets continued its annual decline dropping 8% over

2014.

b. Fees. An expected reduction from 2014 in fees occurred due to less attendance at the
annual meeting and collection of late St. George Trek participant fees.

c. Contributions.

2. Changes in Expenses
a. Total expenses were about $17,000 (5%) higher in 2015 compared to 2014. In 2015, the
biannual St. George Trek was held along with a World Scout Jamboree in Japan.

b. The amount reported for priest expenses is more than double the 2014 amount. In 2015,
the amount combined expenses not just for Executive Board members but also travel
expenses for Philmont chaplains, ICCS representatives, NCYC participation and other
approved travel.

Contributions were 13% less than 2014 contributions
but still at a high level considering the turmoil wrought by changes in
BSA’s membership policies. The Miter Society was established late
in 2013 following the loss of a major sponsor to raise funds for the St.
George Trek. Membership is granted to donors who contribute at
least $1000. During 2015, several individuals became members.

d. Overall, revenues were about $50,000 (14%) less than the prior year.
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3. Changes in Fund Accounts
While the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) manages our operating accounts, Morgan Stanley
Smith Barney (MSSB) continues to manage our other nine NCCS fund accounts.

Fund/Account Purpose

Scout Trust Endowed by Emmett J. Doerr; supports ICCS only
St. George Supports St. George Trek

Holding Temporary holding account for major upcoming purchases
NCCS Supports general funding

Committee Supports committee activities

Golden AAD Supports clergy activities

Inter-Americas Supports ICCS activities

Scholarship Provides academic scholarships

Administrative Supports employee compensation

Operating Annual operating revenues and expenses

a.

$15,000 was transferred out of the Golden AAD fund to cover priest expenses. $5000
was transferred into the Golden AAD fund from two donations, one from Joe Bouley and
the other in the name of Kevin Hennessey.

b. $10,000 was transferred to the Scholarship Fund from our BSA Operating Account
representing a donation from the Doerr Foundation.

c. $200,000 was transferred from the Holding fund (which is primarily invested in cash
equivalents) to the NCCS Fund

d. Earnings on the Scout Trust fund in the amount of $6,280 were forwarded to ICCS in

compliance with rules of that fund.

4. Support for the Emmett J. Doerr Memorial Scout Scholarships.

The Emmett J. Doerr Memorial Distinguished Scout Scholarship program awarded its 12" year
of scholarships and the seventh year of five $2000 scholarships. Over 150 applications were
evaluated and the five scholarship winners received a letter of personal congratulations from
John and Julie Doerr. For 2015, the recipients were: Nyle Almeida, Oakland, CA; Braeden C.
Benedict, Palos Verdes, CA; Samuel Handshy, Franklin, TN; James Jaeger, Orland Park, IL;
Anna Nemec, Taylor, TX.

5. Support for the International Catholic Committee on Scouting (ICCS)
a. Emmett J. Doerr Scout Trust Fund provides support for ICCS activities. In February

2015, the NCCS made a donation in the amount of $6,280 and paid annual dues of
$4.,000 for a total of $10,280.

Inter-Americas Fund. Established in 2004 to support youth activities in the Americas
region. This fund had a balance of $198,026.19 as of December 31, 2015, an increase
(gain) of $1,758.92 over 2014.

International Awareness Activity Emblems. NCCS raises additional funds to support
ICCS through the sales of International Awareness Activity emblems purchased from
ICCS. In early 2016, $457 in royalties was paid to ICCS on sales during 2015 of 109
medallions, 348 pins and 401 patches.

In 2012, the ICCS established a St. Paul Fellowship fund to support its global operations.
The NCCS provides support by collecting and forwarding contributions from U.S.
donors. This fellowship has already raised over $75,000 with more than half coming
from USA donors. In 2015, $4000 was raised and forwarded to ICCS.
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6.

e. NCCS funds the expenses of the U.S. Chaplains serving ICCS (Fr. Stephen Salvador, Fr.
Joe Weber and Fr. Donald Hummel), along with some support for the World Chairman,
Bray Barnes. This support amounted to $22,528 in 2015. Mr. Gerard Scanlan, the Vice
Chair of FICS, Scott Harvey, Chair for the ICCS 100th Anniversary of World Catholic
Scouting, and Ann Lederman, Chair of the ICCS Education Working Group, donate their
own expenses.

Vendor Management. During 2013, we contracted with a new print services vendor
because the original vendor was exiting the printing business. The new vendor, Omega
Printing Incorporated of Bensenville, Illinois, has produced their own first run copies of the
NCCS-produced booklets and received the remaining inventory from the previous vendor.

Bluegrass Business Forms, Inc., a printing company owned by John Ribar Jr. of Louisville,
Kentucky, has been maintaining inventory and fulfilling orders at very little cost to the
NCCS. NCCS reimburses Bluegrass for postage and pays a small fee to cover insurance and
packing materials. Over 40 different items are stocked.

Erffmeyer & Son Co. Inc. (ESCO), based in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, produces our religious
emblems. NCCS owns the dies. Esco pays us royalties quarterly on emblems sold.

Blackbaud (aka Kintera) is an application tool BSA has offered the NCCS for free along with
development support. To-date, applications have been developed to enter and manage
meeting registrations, donations to the Annual Appeal and the Miter Society, membership
registration, and ordering of patches. This automation has saved administrative time and sped
up patch fulfillment time.

Income Tax Status. The NCCS is considered by the IRS subsidiary to the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and, thereby, is allowed to assume the 501(c)(3)
tax status of that organization (see IRS Group Ruling at http://www.usccb.org/about/general-
counsel/group-tax-exemption.cfm). The NCCS is listed in the Official Catholic Directory
published by P.J. Kenedy & Sons. Additionally, because the NCCS maintains an operating
account with the Boy Scouts of America (BSA), BSA has its own 501(c)(3) status, and BSA
processes NCCS financial transactions, any donation made in the name of the National
Catholic Committee (NCCS) or the Boy Scouts of America intended for the NCCS, may be
considered a tax-deductible contribution.

Some 2015 Miter Society donors
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APPENDICES

Rev. Jason P. Adams
Bray B. Barnes

Susan Barriball

Patrick Berney

Very Rev. John B. Brady
Chris Brandt

Dr. Carroll A. Brennan
Rev. Mark Carr S.J.
James Cordek

John M. Coughlin
William E. Davies

Rev. Raymond L. Fecteau
Rev. Pat Garrett

Edward P. Gargiulo

Most Rev. Gerald A. Gettelfinger
Rev. Mr. Thomas Gornick
Robert Greer

John Anthony

Betty Bridgeman

Sam Bridgeman

Austin E. Cannon Jr.

Very Rev. Joseph A. Carroll
William Harvey Carter

Rev. Ross Chamberland OFM
James Cordek

Rev. Randy M. Cuevas

Kay Davies

Very Rev. John Dermond
John G. Doerr

Rev. Michael Donald

Barry Ekle

Dr. Thomas Faller

Rev. Jerome Fehn

Ben Feril

Robert Freville

Rev. Gerard Gentleman Jr.

Executive Board
Edward P. Martin - Chairman

Rev. Michael P. Hanifin — Chaplain
Most Rev. Robert Guglielmone — Bishop Liaison, USCCB

Col. (ret) John J. Halloran Jr.
Kevin Hennessey
Charles Hulsman

Very Rev. James R. Kolp
Diana Kullman

Ray Lal.una

Very Rev. James Lang
Rev. Leo LeBlanc
George C. LeCrone Sr.
Rev. Leo McDowell
John V. Meakin Jr.

Rev. Andrew Michels
Rev. Arthur Nave

Rev. Dennis J. O’Rourke
Elizabeth Olivas

Rev. Joseph B. Powers
Rev. Nicholas Rachford
Charles Raimond Sr.

Adyvisory Board
Edward P. Gargiulo - Chair

Dr. James Rice

Rev. Stephen B. Salvador
Rev. Michael Santangelo
Gerald A. Scanlan

Fred Shetter

Jim Shivers

Rev. Kevin Smith
George Sparks

Rev. Mark Spring

Rev. Norman Supancheck
Most Rev. James Tamayo
Richard Touchette

Mark Wappel

Rev. Joseph A. Weber
Rev. Michael Weglicki
Nancy Welton

James Weiskircher

Rev. Raymond L. Fecteau — Advisor

G. Cecile Greene

Susan Guidry

George Hanna (KofC)
Scott Harvey

Rev. Donald K. Hummel
Russ Koch

Michael J. Kosiba

Rev. Roger LaChance
Charles (Chuck) Lamb
Very Rev. Richard P. LaRocque
Joe Leister

Americo Lopez

Tony Madonia Jr.
Margaret Matarese

Robert McCarty (NFCYM)
Kevin F. Mitchelson
David Moskal

Sherry Ohotnicki (AHG)

Carol A. Oldowski
Robert Oldowski

Rev. Joseph Palacios
Jack Peterson (deceased)
Homer Radford

Frank P. Rossomondo
Richard Schmidt
Vickie Shepp (GSUSA)
Rev. Ken Shuping
Joseph L. Simon

Marie Simons

Marvin L. Smith

Loren Stach

Chip Travers

Rev. Shawn P. Tunink
Rev. Ron Walters
Nancy Watts

Rev. Mr. Thomas Watts
Daryl Wong
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NCCS STRUCTURE

NCCS
BSA Advisor Executive Bishop Liaison
Rark Wappel

NCCS Program Assistant/
BSA Program Assistant
Hizabeth Romero-Coca

Past National Chair Past National Chaplain
COL (Ret.) John Halloran Jr. Fr. Stephen Salvador Chaplains Committee

Ry, Mty National Chair National Chaplain

E.dn(:::f::: Ed Martin Fr. Michael Hanifin

Membership/

Relationships Committee
Legal Counsel National Chair Elect Associate National Chaplain
Robert Greer George Sparks Fr. Kevin Smith

Vice Chair Vice Chair Vice Chair Vice Chair
Finance Regions
William Dawvies Jim Weiskircher George LeCrone Gerald Scanlan

Finance Committes Religious Activities
William Davies
Fr. Dennis O'Rourke

15 Regional
Chairs & Chaplains

Religious Emblems

As of December 31, 2015

{Wice Chair of Finance is appointed by the National Chair}
ice Chairs are placed into position based on need an
tected Vice Chai faced i ition based ed and skills

Vice Chair

Susan Barriball

Training Committee

and not elected to a specific position} Harmesi

e L
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

POSITION NAME
National Chairman Edward P. Martin
National Chaplain Rev. Michael P. Hanifin

Immediate Past National Chairman

Col. (ret) John H. Halloran Jr.

Immediate Past National Chaplain

Rev. Stephen B. Salvador

Associate National Chaplain

Rev. Kevin Smith

National Chair-elect

George Sparks

Vice Chair (Finance)

William E. Davies

Adpvisor, Finance Committee (non-voting member)

Rev. Dennis J. O’Rourke

Vice Chair (Training, Vocations)

Susan Barriball

Vice Chair (Marketing & Public Relations, Religious Activities)

James Weiskircher

Vice Chair (Regions)

George C. LeCrone Sr

Vice Chair (Religious Emblems, International)

Gerald Scanlan

Bishop Liaison (non-voting)

Most Rev. Robert Guglielmone

BSA Advisor (non-voting)

Mark Wappel

Chair, Advisory Board

Edward P. Gargiulo

Adpvisor, Advisory Board

Rev. Raymond L. Fecteau

Program Assistant (non-voting)

Elizabeth Olivas

Legal Counsel

Robert Greer

Contract Administrator (non-voting)

Barry Ekle

REGION LEADERSHIP

REGION CHAIR CHAPLAIN

01 —CT, MN, MA, NH, RI, VT John Meakin Jr. Rev. Leo LeBlanc

02 -NY, PR Richard Touchette Very Rev. James Lang
03 —NJ, PA Fred Shetter Rev. Michael Santangelo
04 — DC, DE, MD, VA, WV Patrick Berney Very Rev. John B. Brady

05 - AL, KY, LA, MS, TN

Charles Hulsman

Rev. Michael Weglicki

06 —MI, OH

James Cordek

Very Rev. James R. Kolp

07 —IL, IN, WI

Chris Brandt

Rev. Mark Carr S.J.

08 — MN, ND, SD

Dr. James Rice

Rev. Andrew Michels

09 —IA, KS, MO, NE

Kevin Hennessey

Rev. Mark Spring

10 — AR, OK, TX

Charles Raimond Sr.

Rev. Pat Garrett

11 — CA, Guam, HI, NV

Jim Shivers

Rev. Norman Supancheck

12 —ID, MT, OR, WA

Rev. Mr. Thomas Gornick

Rev. Leo McDowell

13 - AZ, CO,NM, UT, WY

Nancy Welton

Rev. Arthur Nave

14 — GA, FL, NC, SC

Dr. Carroll A. Brennan

Rev. Jason P. Adams

15 (Eastern Churches)

Diana Kullman

Rev. Nicholas Rachford
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STANDING COMMITTEES

COMMITTEE CHAIR ADVISOR

Chaplains Rev. Gerard Gentleman Jr. Rev. Mr. Thomas Watts
Conference Rev. Randy M. Cuevas Kay Davies

Finance William E. Davies Rev. Dennis J. O’Rourke
International Scott Harvey Rev. Stephen B. Salvador
Marketing & Public Relations (M&PR) Jim Weiskircher Rev. Roger LaChance
Membership George Sparks Rev. Donald K. Hummel
Religious Activities Chuck Lamb Rev. Joseph Palacios
Religious Emblems Harvey Carter Rev. Shawn P. Tunink
Training Ben Feril Brother Ross Chamberland OFM
Vocations Susan Guidry Rev. Ken Shuping
Nominating Col. (ret) John J. Halloran Jr. Rev. Stephen B. Salvador

AD HOC COMMITTEES and SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS

POSITION NAME

ICCS Inter-Americas Region Chaplain Rev. Joseph A.Weber
ICCS World Chaplain Rev. Leo LeBlanc
ICCS Chairman Bray B. Barnes
Vice-Chair FICS Gerard A. Scanlan
Webmaster Roselito De Los Reyes
e-Bridge Editor Michael R. Gannon
Director, Scouting in the Catholic Church course George Sparks

Advisor, Scouting in the Catholic Church course

Fr. Michael P. Hannifin

Director, St. George Trek

Rev. Gerard Gentleman Jr.

Historian

Robert Oldowski

Representative to NFCYM

Fr. Dennis O’Rourke

Representative to Serra USA Council

Col. (ret) John J. Halloran Jr.

Representative to Knights of Columbus

Col. (ret) John J. Halloran Jr.
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Memorandum of Understanding
(signed October 5, 2015)

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

National Catholic Committee on Scouting and Boy Scouts of America

WHEREAS, the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) and Boy Scoutsof America (BSA) have maintained
a valuable and productive relationship on behalf of boys, young adults and their families for more than 91 years,
we nowenter intothis agreement for the purpose of confirming aframework for a cooperative relationship under
which National Catholic Committee on Scouting and BSA will assist one another in areas of mutualinterest.

WHEREAS, the Boys Scouts of America is committed to lending its aid and support to the citizenship training,
character development, and personal fitness of boys and young men and women through community-based

organizations.

WHEREAS, "it is the mission of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting ® {NCCS) to utilize and ensure the
constructive use of the program of the BSA as a viable form of youth ministry with Catholic youth of our
nation.

WHEREAS, itisthe mission of the Boy Scouts of America to prepare young people to make ethical choices aver their
lifetimes byinstillinginthem thevalues of the Scout Oath, Scout Law, and Venturing Oath,

WHEREAS, the National Catholic Committee on Scouting willendeavor toestablish, strengthen, and expand its
relationship with the Boy Scouts of America, and support mutually beneficial programs.

BEITRESOLVED, that the National Catholic Committee on Scouting and BSA will work cooperatively with each
other, within the policies, procedures, safety guidelines and regulations of each organization, toestablish and
nurture Cub Scout Packs, Boy Scout Troops and Venturing Crews, so that boys and young men and women may
grow in character, citizenship responsibility, and withthe personal fitness necessary to achieve their greatest

potential.

(bl ? AL
Edward P. Martin Michael Surbaugh
National Chairman Chief Scout Executive

National Catholic Committee on Scouting Boy Scouts of America

N Pt

Father Michael Han:fm(
National Chaplain
National Catholic Committee onScouting
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Letter from Knights of Columbus

CARL A. ANDERSON TEL.: 2037524350
SUFREME EMESHT FaX: 203-75Z.4i16

KNIGHTS oF COLUMBUS
1 COLUMBUS PLAZA
HEW HAVEN, CONNECTICLT O8510-3326

Mowembear 18, 2015

Edward Martm

Mational Chairman

Mational Catholic Commilies on Scoutng
F Box 152078

Irving, TX T5015-2079

Chaar Kir. Martin:

Curing the Waorkd Mecting of Famdies, Pope Frances called for a new alliance between
tha Church and the family: “#May God grant ue this gift of a renawed closeness betwaen
the famdy and the Church” obserding further "Families need i, the Church neads it, and
we pasiors meed A7 In response, the Enighls of Columbus |8 embarking on 8 nes
miggion: Hudding e Domesiic Choavel While Strengifeeeing Our Pansh, This new
focus will seek to more fuly inegrate our 1.8 milion famies Mo the life of ther

pars=hes.

Ag pard of this refocusing of our efforis, 1 am asking all our councils fo redlect woon Hheir
programes, espacially thosa relatng 1o young people, and fo phase oul programs that
may dupkcate or compate with pansh activities.

Councils and assemblies in Ehe United Siales and Camnada thal oo nod presenily
sponsor Squires Circles will be encouraged nol (o instibule new cirdes, Councils with
axisting circles will need to mora closaly inegrate the actvity of thes Squires into tha
youth miniatry goals of the parsh.

In addition, our Board of Derectors has adopled a policy which will require councils o
discontinua direct sponsorship of Boy Scout troops, and insiead to provide financeal
and wolunteer support fo froops or other youth aclivities thet are sponecred by
parishes, Indeed, d i& our hope and expeclalion thal a greal many councls will
confinue to work with the Boy Scouts by providing financial ard solunesr suppart to
parish-sporaared froope.

The Knighls of Columbus values ifs long-lerm parnership wilth the Nabonal Cathalic

Commitiee on Scouting, and wa look forward to conbinuwng fo work laogether n favar of
authantically Cathalic scowting as the Knights of Columbus adopds thesa modifications

to our mission and aclivities.
Sncerely,

Coarl A Anderson
Supreme Krght

Cassml

cé. Most Riev. Robert E. Guglielmone, USCCB-NCCS Liaison
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Letter Regarding BSA Change in Adult Leadership Policy

July 27, 2015

Catholic Scouters.

On Monday, July 27, the National Executive Board of the Boy Scouts of Amenca ratified a resolution
stating that no adults can be denied registration as employees or non-unit-serving volunteers of the Boy
Scouts of America “on the basis of sexual orientation”. The resolution also affirms the chartered
organization's right to select its unit leaders based on its religious principles, rejects any interference with
that right, and provides that local Scout councils will not interfere with chartered organizations' rights in
this regard.

It is not entirely clear how these rights will be squared with previous policy changes the Boy Scouts have
made, or how they will work in practice, but it appears that the resolution respects the needs of Catholic-
chartered organizations in the right to choose leaders whose character and conduct are consistent with
those of Catholic teaching. At the same time, we express strong concem about the practical implications
of this resolution, especially for ouryoung people in Scouting, and whether the term “sexual orientation”
will be correctly understood and applied only in reference to sexual inclination and not to sexual conduct
or behavior. We also express concem that the resolution articulates a position on adult sexual conduct
that does not make clear that sexual behavior should be reserved to a husband and a wife in marmiage.
The concems here also join the previous considerations communicated about the change in membership
standards (see FAQs at www.nces-bsa.org/mbrstd/, including FAQ #23 which pertains to BSA adult
membership).

The Mational Catholic Committee on Scouting recognizes that differences in religious beliefs among
chartered organizations and society in general have played a part in the creation of this resolution. While
this fluctuating situation will be increasingly challenging, we recognize the vital importance of providing a
Catholic emphasis to Catholic Scouts and Scouters seeking ways to live out their *duty to God”. We also
recagnize the increasing need forthe Catholic Church to offer Scouting as a program of youth ministry.
Chartering Scout units will ensure that youth within their faith communities are led by faith-filled role
models who share the same interests in Scouting.

If you are like us, you joined Scouting to make a difference in the lives of others. Our youth don't want to
leave Scouting. Catholic Scouters like you are still very much needed. Let's continue this important

joumney together and pray forthe future of Scouting! Thank you for all you do to promote Scouting as
Catholic youth ministryl We will keep you updated as further information becomes available.

Yours in Catholic Scouting,

Edward P. Martin Fr. Michael P. Hanifin
Mational Chairman (2013-2016) Mational Chaplain {2013-2016)
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
REGARDING BSA’s ADULT LEADERSHIP POLICY

This FAQ resource has been developed by the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) and the views expressed therein
are those of the NCCS.

BSA’s Adult Leadership Standard

1. What was actually approved by the Boy Scouts of America (BSA)?
The standards for selecting adult leaders of the Boy Scouts of America are as follows:

Adult leadership positions in the Boy Scouts of America are open to adults who meet the
requirements set forth in the Bylaws, the Rules and Regulations, and the policies of the Boy Scouts of
America.

Adult leaders in the programs of the Boy Scouts of America must (a) subscribe to and abide by the
values expressed in the Scout Oath and Scout Law, (b) subscribe to and abide by the precepts of the
Declaration of Religious Principle, and (¢) demonstrate at all times behavior that exemplifies the
highest level of good conduct and respect for others and that is consistent with Scouting’s values and
codes of conduct.

No adult applicant for registration as an employee or non-unit-serving volunteer, who otherwise
meets the requirements of the Boy Scouts of America, may be denied registration on the basis of
sexual orientation.

The Boy Scouts of America hereby adopts the following statement on sexuality and adult leaders:

Matters of marriage, family, and sexuality raise profound social, moral, and theological questions.
The Boy Scouts of America has always been deeply respectful of the religious and moral beliefs of its
chartering organizations, including religious organizations.

The Boy Scouts of America affirms that sexual relations between adults should be moral, honorable,
committed, and respectful. Adult Scout leaders should reflect these values in their personal and public
lives so as to be proper role models for youth. The Boy Scouts of America affirms the right of each
chartering organization to reach its own religious and moral conclusions about the specific meaning
and application of these values. The Boy Scouts of America further affirms the right of each
chartering organization to select adult leaders who support those conclusions in word and deed and
who will best inculcate the organization’s values through the Scouting program.

The Boy Scouts of America rejects any interference with or condemnation of the diverse beliefs of
chartering organizations on matters of marriage, family, and sexuality. The message of Scouting is
one of toleration and respect for different religious and moral conclusions in this matter,
acknowledging that reasonable minds may honorably differ. Any effort to exclude or penalize
chartering organizations based on their beliefs or policies regarding marriage, family, or sexuality is
contrary to the Boy Scouts of America’s commitment to religious freedom and respect for the beliefs
and convictions of its chartered organizations.

No local council may refuse to process or approve a charter application or in any way limit the
participation of a Scouting unit based upon the chartered organization’s exercise of its right to select adult
leaders as provided in this resolution.
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The Boy Scouts of America will defend and indemnify to the fullest extent allowed by law any bona fide
religious chartered organization against any claim or action contending that the chartered organization’s

good faith refusal to select a unit leader based upon the religious principles of the chartered organization
is in violation of the law.

2. When does the resolution go into effect?
The resolution was effective when it was approved--July 27, 2015.
3. Why does BSA consider the resolution necessary?

The national leadership of the BSA has concluded that the BSA’s policy of excluding adult leaders based
on their sexual orientation is no longer sustainable for a number of reasons. The BSA believes that
changing the policy but continuing to acknowledge the longstanding right of religious chartered
organizations to select leaders based upon their religious principles is the best choice for the BSA and its
chartered organizations. See BSA's detailed explanation here: http://www.nccs-
bsa.org/mbrstd/ARes157/BS A-

Why%20the%20BS A%20Must%20Reconsider %20the %020Adult%20Leader %20Standard%20070815 %2
O(Distributi....pdf.

4. What is the definition of a “religious organization’ for purposes of the “indemnification”
described above?

The BS A has reported that it will indemnify bona fide religious chartered organizations; i.e., churches,
synagogues, temples, mosques, or other places of worship. BSA has stated that bona fide religious
organizations include not only organized institutions of worship, but also religious organizations,
specifically including the Knights of Columbus and church schools.

Catholic Teaching

5. What is Catholic teaching on selecting individuals with same-sex attraction for positions of
leadership within the Church?

The USCCB, in its document Ministry to Persons with a Homosexual Inclination: Guidelines for Pastoral
Care (http://www.usccb.org/about/doctrine/publications/upload/ministry-to-persons-of-homosexual-
iInclination.pdf), has the following statements which may be applied to adults serving as leaders in
Catholic-chartered units:

® Persons who experience same-sex attraction and yet are living in accord with Church teaching should
be encouraged to take an active role in the life of the faith community. However, the Church has a
right to deny roles of service to those whose behavior violates her teaching. Such service may seem
to condone an immoral lifestyle and may even be an occasion of scandal.

e Special care ought to be taken to ensure that those carrying out the ministry of the Church not use
their position of leadership to advocate positions or behaviors not in keeping with the teachings of the
Church. They must not belong to groups that oppose Church teaching. It is not sufficient for those
involved in this ministry to adopt a position of distant neutrality with regard to Church teaching.

e For some persons, revealing their homosexual tendencies to certain close friends, family members, a
spiritual director, confessor, or members of a Church support group may provide some spiritual and
emotional help and aid them in their growth in the Christian life. In the context of parish life,
however, general public self-disclosures are not helpful and should not be encouraged.
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6. What are some considerations relating to the question of whether promoting programs of the
Boy Scouts of America avoids wrongful cooperation in an objective moral evil?

So long as Catholic entities chartering Scouting units are clear in their opposition to same-sex sexual
conduct and in their support of the Church’s full teaching on both same-sex attraction and homosexual
conduct, and so long as adults who are actively engaging in behavior contrary to the Church’s teaching
are not permitted to serve as unit leaders, then the NCCS presently views that an institution’s involvement
in Scouting can be considered morally acceptable presuming scandal is avoided. At the same time, the
NCCS recognizes that diocesan bishops may come to different conclusions on this matter.

The BSA Scouter Code of Conduct
(http://www.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/Scouter_Code_of_Conduct.pdf) prohibits leaders
from discussing or engaging in “any form of sexual conduct while engaged in Scouting activities” and
requires leaders to refer all questions on sexual topics to parents and religious leaders. The clearly
articulated position of the BSA is that sexual matters, including discussions about sexuality, have no place
in the Scouting movement.

For this reason, in addition to an important good—that is, the formation of youth and young adults in
virtue, outdoor skills, and leadership—still being deemed achievable in spite of BSA’s new policy, NCCS
believes that diocesan bishops can permit Catholic parishes and institutions to charter and support
Scouting programs.

NCCS offers the following further considerations to explain its current assessment and to assist local
diocesan committees and Catholic-chartered units with their decisions.

1. On cooperation: It is always preferable for organizations associated with Catholic institutions not to
cooperate with evil; however, in many areas of life it is very difficult—if not impossible—to avoid
entirely any cooperation with evil. Catholic teaching holds that some cooperation with evil may be
morally justifiable if certain conditions are met. By such cooperation, there is no intent to provide
assistance in the commission of evil, but rather an intent to achieve a good. It can be foreseen,
however, that in the pursuit of the good, some level of assistance may be unintentionally provided to a
wrongdoer. Such cooperation will be morally legitimate only if the reasons for cooperating are at
least as grave as the reasons for not cooperating.

2. On scandal: Scandal is always a possibility; however, if the Catholic chartered organization or the
National Catholic Committee on Scouting issues a clear statement that summarizes Church teachings
on sexual conduct outside of marriage between one man and one woman and why those actively
engaged in same-sex sexual relationships cannot be leaders in Catholic-chartered Scouting units, then
the possibility of scandal can be lessened, if not prevented. However, if it becomes clear that scandal
or other concerns remain significant, this current assessment will need to be reviewed.

3. On the good of youth and young adult formation: The formation of youth and young adults is an
important good that may justify cooperation with evil when the aforementioned conditions are met. In
order to preserve this good, the material given to Scouting participants must not have a positive
reference to, or affirmation of, homosexual conduct or the homosexual inclination itself—rather,
persons always need to be affirmed for their inviolable dignity. In addition, Scouting gatherings and
events need to retain an ethos that is free from relativism in the area of human sexuality.

4. On an internal policy for Catholic-chartered units: NCCS recognizes that the effort to have an internal
policy for Catholic-chartered Scouting units will pose several problems and difficulties; however,
none of these difficulties necessarily requires a removal of sponsorship. The challenges in such an
arrangement do mean that Catholic leadership needs to select appropriate volunteers and/or monitor
their activities.
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Impact of Changes

7. How has BSA’s definition of “morally straight” changed in the light of the resolution(s) to
change its membership policies?

Scouting is a youth program, and any sexual conduct, whether heterosexual or homosexual, by youth of
Scouting age is contrary to the virtues of Scouting. Scouting is not the place to resolve divergent
viewpoints and no member or organization may use Scouting to promote or advance any social or
political agenda about sexuality.

The Boy Scout Handbook continues to define "morally straight” as "Your relationships with others should
be honest and open. Respect and defend the rights of all people. Be clean in your speech and actions and
faithful in your religious beliefs. Values you practice as a Scout will help you shape a life of virtue and
self-reliance.” [From Membership Standards Implementation—Frequently Asked Questions for Unit
Leaders, August 2013 (See http://www.scouting.org/Training/Membership Standards.aspx)]

8. Do the BSA's adult leadership standards eradicate legal protections obtained in Boy Scouts of
America v. Dale?

No. On the contrary, the rights of the BSA and its charted organizations to select adult leaders in
accordance with their values are protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, as
the Supreme Court of the United States concluded in Boy Scouts of America v. Dale. BSA decided only
to change the adult leader standard for non-religious organizations (2014) and to allow gay youth
members (2013). The changes with respect to adult leaders does not limit or impair the ability of
religious chartered organizations—such as churches, temples, synagogues, and mosques—to select
leaders in accordance with their faith-based principles religious organizations have broader First
Amendment protections than BSA that safeguard their ability to select leaders.

9. Do the BSA's adult leadership standards increase the risk of litigation against other
membership requirements, including the "duty to God''?

No. "Duty to God" is a core value and immutable tenet of the Scouting program. The BSA reaffirmed
that "the Scout Oath begins with the duty to God and the Scout Law ends with a Scout's obligation to be
reverent, and Scouting respects and defends the rights of others to practice their own religious beliefs
without criticism." The BSA has defended and won several lawsuits protecting the "duty to God'
requirement. And the Supreme Court in Boy Scouts of America v. Dale protected the BSA's First
Amendment right to select leaders according to Scouting's values, which include the "duty to God".

The BS A has and will continue to oppose any action that threatens the BSA's right to define its own moral
standards for membership or that threatens the BSA's relationships with its chartered organizations. The
BSA remains committed to defending its religious chartered organizations threatened by litigation solely
because of their right to select leaders according to their beliefs.

10. Do the BSA's adult leadership standards mean religious chartered organizations will not be
able to adhere to their beliefs? Will a church with ties to the BSA lose the ability to teach
biblical principles of sexual morality to its Scouts and to require them to adhere to those
principles? Will the Scouting program of a religious chartered organization teach sexual values
and beliefs completely inconsistent with the religious organization? Will churches or other
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religious organizations be censored from teaching Bible-based standards for sexual morality to
youth in a Scouting unit?

No. The BSA resolution affirms the right of each chartered organization to reach its own religious and
moral conclusions about sexual relations between adults. Chartered organizations continue to have the
right and responsibility to choose their own unit leaders according to their own values and Scouting
values. The BSA reaffirmed that no Scouting unit may deny a youth membership in the BSA on the basis
of sexual orientation or preference. But each chartered organization may adhere to its beliefs and
teachings in the selection of its own unit leadership and volunteers and may use Scouting as part of its
youth ministry.

11. Will Catholic dioceses' and parishes' First Amendment rights of freedom of worship and
practice be protected given the acceptance of differences in moral beliefs? Will the BSA
continue to defend the right of religious chartered organizations to select their leaders and
indemnify them against claims based upon their refusal to accept leaders who identify as
6‘gay’9?

Yes. Religious chartered organizations have always had the right to choose leaders aligned with the
organizations’ religious principles. That right is secured by the Bylaws of the Boy Scouts of America, the
chartered organization agreement, and the organizations’ constitutional rights.

The BS A will defend the right of bona fide religious chartered organizations—churches, synagogues,
temples, mosques, or other places of worship—to select leaders based upon their religious principles and
indemnify them against any claim filed against them on this basis to the fullest extent permitted by
applicable law. The BSA considers the right of its religious chartered organizations to utilize the
Scouting program as part of their youth ministry an integral part of Scouting’s ability to preserve duty to
God.

12. Are religious chartered organizations more likely to be sued for refusing to accept leaders who
identify as “gay”?

No. Chartered organizations have not been sued in the past for refusing to accept leaders who identify as
“gay” or engage in same-sex sexual conduct, and there is no basis for believing they will be in the future.
Any such claim is likely to be dismissed, because the Supreme Court of the United States has made it
clear that religious organizations may select their leaders based upon their religious principles. That legal
principle is acknowledged implicitly in anti-discrimination laws that exempt religious organizations. A
2015 commentary claiming the opposite merely recycled inaccurate predictions from 2013 about lawsuits
that never materialized. There is no legal authority or factual basis for the claim that religious
organizations are now more likely to be sued for exercising their religious beliefs.

13. Will religious organizations that accept the BSA's adult leadership standards open themselves
to litigation under state public accommodation laws?

No. Many, if not all, place of public accommodation laws exempt religious organizations, and many
courts have concluded that Scouting units are not subject to place of public accommodation laws. In
general, state public accommodation laws do not apply to religious organizations, whether or not they
accept the BSA's adult leadership standards.
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14. Can a Scouting unit maintain its own right of expression while participating in Scouting
activities with units that view things differently?

Absolutely. Scouting units and the religious organizations that support them interact with other
organizations and individuals all the time without losing or compromising their freedom of expression.
Religious organizations routinely interact with other organizations and individuals that have different
beliefs without being required to adopt the beliefs or values of the other organizations or individuals. As
long as there have been religious organizations--such as churches, temples, synagogues, and mosques--
they have held beliefs that differ from other religious organizations. The First Amendment protects the
right hold different religious views.

15. If a religious organization allows Scouting units to use its facilities, will it have to allow
everyone to use its facilities?

No. The mere fact that a religious chartered organization allows a Scouting unit to use its facilities has
nothing to do with allowing other organizations to use its facilities. There is no legal authority or factual
basis for the claim that a religious organization that associates with Scouting must allow everyone to use
its facilities.

16. Does chartering a Scouting unit constitute granting use of facilities to an organization that
opposes the religious beliefs of a religious chartered organization?

No. The BSA does not oppose the religious beliefs of any of its religious chartered organizations. As
stated in the resolution, "the Boy Scouts of America recognizes the sincere religious beliefs and freedoms
of religious chartered organizations and will not require any religious chartered organization to act in
ways inconsistent with that organization's mission, principles, or religious beliefs." Scouting respects and
defends the rights of others to practice their own religious beliefs without criticism.

17. Will religious organizations that accept the BSA's adult leadership standards open themselves
up to claims of hazing, bullying, discrimination, and coercion within Scouting?

No. The BSA will not tolerate any such accusations. Scouts and their leaders are required to be helpful,
friendly, courteous, and kind, in addition to other requirements of the Scout Law. The resolution states
that "The Boy Scouts of America rejects any interference with or condemnation of the diverse beliefs of
chartered organizations on matters of marriage, family, and sexuality. The message of Scouting is one of
toleration and respect for different religious and moral conclusions in this matter, acknowledging that
reasonable minds may honorably differ. Any effort to exclude or penalize chartered organizations based
on their beliefs or policies regarding marriage, family, or sexuality is contrary to the Boy Scouts of
America's commitment to religious freedom and respect for the beliefs and convictions of its chartered
organizations."

18. Can a youth member or adult leader of the BSA participate in a social or political cause that
calls attention to his or her sexual orientation?

Under the BSA's rules and regulations, a youth member may appear in uniform at a nonpartisan and
nonpolitical gathering in a way that gives him or her the opportunity to render service in harmony with his
or her training in the Scouting program. The BSA is required to avoid involving the Scouting movement
in any activity of a political character, and Scouts and their leaders may not participate in single-issue or
social advocacy events or activities outside of the Scouting program in a way that suggests the BSA
endorses that activity or event. Each youth member is free as an individual to express his or her thoughts
or take action on political or social issues but must not use Scouting's official uniforms and insignia when
doing so.
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19. What will the BSA do to limit discussions related to personal sexuality in Scouting?

The BSA already has training and policy guidance on the issue as well as a code of conduct prohibiting
any form of sexual conduct as part of BSA activities, which includes discussions or advocacy on sexual
matters. Advocacy on social and political causes inconsistent with the program is prohibited and may
result in the revocation of registration. Adult leaders are trained to refer youth members to their parents
or religious advisors to discuss any matters related to sexuality, and the BSA encourages religious leaders
to counsel youth in the units they sponsor as part of their youth ministry. The BSA’s youth protection
program prohibits any leaders from one-on-one contact with youth and requires two adult leaders on all
outings and activities. Adult leaders are prohibited from engaging in any type of sexual activity while
participating in any Scouting activity. These guidelines collectively serve to help monitor conduct and
detect adult leaders who may attempt to engage in inappropriate conduct with youth.

20. Will the next update to the Family Life Merit Badge approve of same-sex relationships?

BSA has not announced plans for making any changes to this merit badge. It is expected that, whenever
any merit badge or rank requirements affect the religious beliefs of any of its chartered organizations,
they are reviewed by BSA's Religious Relationships Committee. Through the BSA Religious
Relationship Committee, we will inquire if the sponsors of the Family Life Merit Badge, or any other
merit badges, and rank requirements will update requirements for the BSA to be consistent with its
membership standards.

Providing a Safe Environment

21. What action will the BSA take if adult leaders engage in inappropriate conduct, such as public
displays of affection with a member of the same sex, at Scouting activities?

First, in addition to the BSA code of conduct, units may establish limitations on the conduct of adult
leaders. Units may remove an adult leader who refuses to abide by the unit’s expectations. The BSA
may remove from the program or a leadership position any adult leader who fails to demonstrate the
emotional, educational, and moral qualities required of Scout leaders. Just as it has been in the past,
inappropriate conduct by leaders of any inclination, whether heterosexual or homosexual, will not be
tolerated. Conduct will continue to be monitored, and inappropriate conduct may serve as grounds for
removal.

22. How should Catholic-chartered units deal with situations in which it is concerned about the
safety of its youth?

All Scouts and Scouters are to practice the skills learned in Youth Protection Training. The video, A Time
to Tell, introduces the "three R's" of Youth Protection (i.e., recognize, resist, report) and should be viewed
by Boy Scout troops annually (http://www.scouting.org/Training/Y outhProtection/BoyScout.aspx).
Similar programs exist for Packs, Crews, and Sea Scout Ships. Parents are welcome to participate, along
with the pastor, to present and affirm appropriate behavior.

When the behavior of another Scout or Scouter makes an individual uncomfortable, that individual should
know to leave the situation and report it to the proper authority. Ultimately, unit leaders, in consultation
with parents, must use their discretion to ensure the safety and comfort of the youth members in their
charge. As always, a bona fide religious chartered organization may also remove unit leadership and unit
volunteers for actions inconsistent with its own values and beliefs.
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23. How will the BSA enforce the code of conduct at multiple-unit events, such as camporees and
summer camp?

The BS A has policies on the enforcement of membership and conduct standards, and it is the duty of
every Scouter to take action if they see violations of youth protection or code of conduct standards. As is
the case today, the council Scout executive will continue to be responsible for initiating action to revoke
the membership of a youth or registration of an adult leader who violates youth protection or code of
conduct policies. However, it is the obligation of every leader if they “see something to say something”
by reporting inappropriate conduct.

24. Will there be additional training on acceptable conduct for adult leaders?

BSA training and council- and unit-level supplemental training already establish the expectations for
leader conduct. Those trainings can and will be modified to deal with a variety of contemporary issues
based upon experience so as to maintain the high standards of conduct the BSA has established for
leaders, including changes in policy, bullying, and prohibited discrimination.

25. At summer camps and outdoor Scouting events, how should a Catholic Scout respond should a
Scout leader make fun of, or belittle, aspects of the Scout’s Catholic faith?

Youth shouldn’t be so engaged by an adult. Such adult behavior is unacceptable and should be reported.
According to BSA’s Youth Protection policies
(http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/GSS/gss01.aspx.), physical violence, sexual
activity, emotional abuse, spiritual abuse, unauthorized weapons, hazing, discrimination, harassment,
initiation rites, bullying, cyberbullying, theft, verbal insults, drugs, alcohol, or pornography have no place
in the Scouting program and may result in revocation of membership.

26. How should a Scout leader respond should a Scout raise a question of a sexual nature?

If a youth raises a question of a sexual nature, he should be referred to his parents or to his religious
leader.

The Mission of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS)

27. What purpose does the NCCS serve for the Catholic Church?

The purpose or mission of the NCCS is to utilize and ensure the constructive use of the program of the
BSA as a viable form of youth ministry with the Catholic youth of our nation. To do this, we cooperate
with the bishops of the United States, relating to the USCCB through a Bishop Liaison. Each diocesan
bishop must decide how Scouting will be used in his diocese.

28. What is the relationship of the NCCS to the USCCB?

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) is a Church committee of concerned Catholic
laity and clergy which is advisory to the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and relates to the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) through its Bishop Liaison with the NCCS. The NCCS seeks
to sustain and strengthen the relationship between the BSA and the Catholic Church and to work
cooperatively with the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM) and various other
groups involved in youth ministry in the United States.
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29. Are the leaders of the NCCS affiliated or compensated by the BSA in any way? Are the leaders
of the NCCS strictly voluntary positions? Are NCCS leaders solely focused on BSA activities or
do they have other duties within the Catholic Church for which they are compensated?

Members of the NCCS Executive Board, of which there are about 50, are all required to be registered
members of the BSA. They all serve voluntarily without compensation; some in elected positions.
NCCS members consist of laity, clergy and vowed religious. (See also http://www.nccs-
bsa.org/national/Bylaws.php for more details.) There are the following exceptions, all of whom are non-
voting members:

1. The NCCS Episcopal Liaison from the USCCB

2. The NCCS employs a Program Assistant that works out of the BSA National Office.

3. A liaison from BSA’s Community Alliances Division

30. Who would support the Catholic youth in Scouting in their pursuit of doing their “duty to God”
if the NCCS could no longer support the mission of the BSA?

It would be the responsibility of the youths' parents (as it is now) and the local unit leaders to insure their
members pursue their "Duty to God" and a “Scout is Reverent”.

31. How might the NCCS maximize its input with the BSA, express its concerns to BSA, have
greater influence and input on similar proposals? What is the communications process for the
NCCS to influence such decisions? Why can’t/won’t the NCCS exert more influence over the
direction of the Boy Scouts of America?

The National Catholic Committee on Scouting provides input via its representation on the Religious
Relationships Committee of the Boy Scouts of America. A Memorandum of Understanding exists to
express the mutual interest of both the NCCS and BSA to work cooperatively with each other to promote
Scouting within the Catholic Church.

32. What assistance might an alternative youth-serving organization receive from the NCCS for its
Catholic members?

The mission or purpose of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) is to utilize and ensure
the constructive use of the programs of the BSA as a viable form of youth ministry with the Catholic
youth of our nation. This mission is authorized by a Plan of Cooperation between the BSA and the
Catholic Bishops of the United States (now USCCB) in 1934. We have no intention of extending this
liaison role to other youth serving institutions at this time. As such, training and religious emblem
programs (see links 1 and 2 below) developed by the NCCS are specifically for, and made available only
to, programs of the BSA. The NCCS materials are protected by copyright. However, our religious
activity programs (see link 3 below) are such that anyone may participate in them. Diocesan Catholic
committees on Scouting use the programs of the NCCS with Catholics registered in the BSA.

1) NCCS Training Programs: http://www.nccs-bsa.org/training/DiocesanTraining.php
2) NCCS Religious Emblem Programs: http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/index.php
3) NCCS Religious Activity Programs: http://www.nccs-bsa.org/activities/index.php
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33. What assistance might an alternative youth-serving organization receive from a diocesan
Catholic committee on Scouting for its Catholic members?

In some dioceses, the chaplain appointed by the bishop to work with the Catholic Committee on Scouting
may also work with Catholic Girl Scout committees and other diocesan Catholic representatives of youth-
serving organizations. These organizations, as members of the National Federation of Catholic Youth
Ministry (NFCYM), have access to programs developed by the NFCYM.

34. Should religious organizations disaffiliate themselves from BSA, what role will the NCCS play
in finding other chartered organizations for the affected members?

It is the role of local Scout council executives to assist affected units in finding accepting chartered
organizations. The diocesan Catholic committee on Scouting may assist with units formerly chartered to
Catholic religious organizations seeking a new chartering relationship. Likewise, the committee may
seek to find a Catholic chartered organization for a unit that has lost its charter from a non-Catholic
religious chartered organization.

35. Should parents consider leaving BSA and/or consider joining a different youth-serving
organization?

Parents of Catholic youth members of the Boy Scouts America can be confident that their family's faith
and values will continue to be respected given the BSA'S Membership Policy change. Parents are
encouraged to allow their sons and daughters to continue to be members of the Boy Scouts of America
and parishes are encouraged to continue chartering Catholic Scout units as part of their youth ministry
efforts.

36. Should the NCCS consider forming a similar program that has a singular Catholic focus?

The mission or purpose of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) is to utilize and ensure
the constructive use of the programs of the BSA as a viable form of youth ministry with the Catholic
youth of our nation. NCCS leadership has considered forming a similar program that has a singular
Catholic focus, but discerned that our service is a ministry to which many were called and that the need to
support youth in programs of the BSA is not going away.

37. What can I do to turn this into a positive for Catholic units?

You can help by insuring your unit(s) have good leaders who are appropriately trained, have good ties to
their chartered organization and utilize the activities and programs of the NCCS. Alternatively, you can
take an active role in promoting activities and religious emblems that will help to show that Catholic
Scouting is youth ministry.

38. What can the diocesan committees do to help provide and counsel units in reducing the impact
of the BSA decision?

The diocesan committees should reach out to all Catholic units in their diocese to help provide the
programs, tools, and training to strengthen their units. This needs to be offered on a regular basis as new
individuals become leaders every year.
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39. In other countries, Scouting is organized into religious associations. Might this be a model for
the United States?

No. Currently many chartered organizations are not religious but rather civic, fraternal, and community-
based.

40. Is it appropriate for Catholics to use Scouting to evangelize youth in the faith?

When an organization chooses to charter a unit, it does so because its values match those of Scouting and
it wants to take advantage of the youth-serving programs the BSA offers. The Scouting program, when
chartered to a Catholic organization, should take on the values of the Catholic faith. Scouting fulfills all
the characteristics of a program of Catholic youth ministry when it utilizes the activities and programs of
the NCCS and becomes involved in the community life of its Catholic chartered organization (see
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/membership/pdf/522-451/522-451_low_english.pdf).

While a Catholic-chartered program may be open to youth of other faiths, the experience should be
similar to that of someone attending a Catholic school or participating in a Catholic sports program where
the Catholic faith is practiced. It's our calling as Catholics to practice our faith and thereby evangelize all
those with whom we come into contact. This isn't the same as encouraging someone to convert. The
NCCS offers the program National Catholic Leadership Development to prepare Catholic Scouters to
better offer their talents and charisms in the service of the Church.

41. How is Scouting a program of Catholic youth ministry?

See the document Scouting is Youth Ministry (http://www.scouting.org/filestore/membership/pdf/522-
451/522-451 low_english.pdf)

42. What have been the responses of bishops to-date to BSA’s new adult membership policy?

From the Most Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone, Bishop of Charleston:
http://themiscellany.org/2015/07/29/bishop-guglielmone-says-boy-scout-decision-about-gay-leaders-
appears-to-respect-catholic-organizations-rights/

From the Most Reverend Richard F. Stika, Bishop of Knoxville:
http://dioknox.org/33492/bishop-stika-statement-on-boy-scouts-
decision/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=printfriendly&utm_source=tool

From the Most Reverend R. Daniel Conlon, Bishop of Joliet:
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/mbrstd/ARes157/Bishop%20Conlon-Joliet-150805.pdf

From the Most Reverend David D. Kagan, Bishop of Bismarck:
http://bismarckdiocese.com/news/letter-from-bishop-decision-on-boy-scouts-of-america
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A Brief History of the
National Catholic Committee on Scouting

A Time Line of Scouting in the Catholic Church 1910-2015

In 1976 Truman Stacey prepared and printed "A Short History of N.C.C.S." for the NCCS biennial
meeting. That article and updates through 1977 were serialized in three issues of the NCCS Newsletter
prior to the 1978 meeting. The following account lists significant events pursuant to that with subsequent
updates provided by Bob Oldowski. Additional information will eventually be available on the NCCS web
site, www.nccs-bsa.org.

1910 Boy Scouts of America is founded

1910 Troop 1 in St. Paul, Minnesota is the BSA's first Catholic chartered troop

1914 BSA creates a Catholic Bureau with Victor Ridder as National Commissioner

1922 The first Catholic Committee on Scouting (CCS) was created in New York by Victor Ridder and
Brother Barnabas with Bishop Conroy as chairman

1932 Bishop Kelley expands the committee to include bishops from across the country
1933 The Plan of Cooperation is approved between BSA and the Bishops' Committee
1939 The Bishops' Committee becomes part of the bishops' conference

1939 The NCCS adopts the Ad Altare Dei - the first religious emblem. approved by BSA
1954 The St. George emblem is approved for adults

1956 The Parvuli Dei is approved as a Cub Scout religious emblem

1960 The Pope Pius XII emblem for older Scouts is presented for the first time

1960 The Scouter Development program is adopted

1969 Josef P. Kessler (BSA) is named NCCS Executive Secretary

1970 Bishop Michael McAuliffe becomes Episcopal Moderator for NCCS

1974 Pope Paul VI national unit recognitions first presented.

1974 First NCCS course at Philmont (funded by Knights of Columbus for 10 years)

1976 Ben Hauserman and Father John Rice become National Chairman and Chaplain
1977 The Plan of Cooperation and Organization is revised

1978 Bishop Joseph Hart becomes Episcopal Moderator

1978 Henry Murphy arranges funding for an NCCS Hispanic Outreach program

1979 BSA hires Raul Chavez as director for Hispanic Outreach

1980 The National BSA moves its headquarters from New Jersey to Irving, Texas

1980 Ellie Starr is hired as NCCS Administrative Secretary

1980 Terms for NCCS national officers lengthen from 2 years to 3 years

1980 Henry Murphy and Father Dick LaRocque become National Chairman and Chaplain
1980 The Eastern Catholic "Light is Life" religious emblem is approved

1981 NCCS Vocations Committee is created

1982 The National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM) is formed

1982 Luis Gallegos replaces Raul Chavez as Hispanic Director BSA/NCCS

1983 Bishop Michael H. Kenny becomes new Bishop Advisor

1983 Gerard Rocque and Father Greg Weider become National Chairman and Chaplain
1984 First ICCS conference in the United States is hosted by NCCS

1985 BSA Relationships announces 1986-87 Catholic Membership emphasis

1986 Marv Smith and Father Joe Carroll become National Chairman and Chaplain

1986 The Spes Mundi-O'Connell award is established; trust revenue goes to support ICCS
1986 Josef P. Kessler retires from BSA and as NCCS Executive Secretary

1987 Dann Cooke (BSA) becomes NCCS Executive Secretary

1988 Bishop George Fitzsimons becomes Episcopal Moderator
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1988 Award For Excellence instituted by the Activities Committee

1989 John Turo and Father Bob Guglielmone become National Chairman and Chaplain
1989 50th Anniversary of the Ad Altare Dei

1989 The Golden AAD recognition is approved by NCCS board to help support chaplain activities
1989 Father Richard LaRocque is appointed World Scout Chaplain

1990 NCCS regional organization changes from 6 to 14 regions

1990 NCCS revises the Plan of Cooperation

1990 Cabrini Project created - Scouting for disadvantaged youth

1990 Guy Eichsteadt (BSA) becomes NCCS Executive Secretary

1991 Brother Barnabas recognition is approved for meritorious service to NCCS

1992 Frank Rossomondo and Father Leo LeBlanc become National Chairman and Chaplain
1992 The Light of Christ religious emblem for Tiger and Wolf Cubs is approved

1992 National BSA downsizes. The position of "Associate Director of Catholic Relationships" is
eliminated. No longer an NCCS Executive Secretary. Dave Worley of BSA becomes liaison person to
NCCS.

1992 First NCCS Youth Leadership (St. George) Trek at Philmont

1993 Board establishes NCCS Associate Membership and dues

1993 Father Joe Carroll and Bob Oldowski head up Scouting at World Youth Day, Denver
1993 Don Townsend (BSA Relationships) becomes liaison to NCCS

1994 Bishop Robert Carlson becomes Episcopal Moderator

1995 Bob Runnels and Father Randy Cuevas become National Chairman and Chaplain
1995 Two-year Membership Initiative kicks off

1995 Bob Runnels initiates the Golden Bow program

1995 The International Awareness activity is introduced

1995 Tom Deimler (BSA Relationships) becomes liaison to NCCS

1996 Chaplain Certification program is started by Chaplains Committee

1996 NCCS Eagle Scout Recognition Certificate is approved

1996 Bob Oldowski creates first web site for Region 8, then for NCCS

1996 Ballot for the first time lists two candidates for one position—national chairman.
1997 The Silver St. George is approved for national Catholic Scouting service.

1997 The Millennium patch program begins

1997 Bishop Gerald Gettelfinger becomes new Episcopal Liaison

1997 The Gold Medallion is approved to recognize top Catholic units in each region

1998 Bob Oldowski and Father Dennis O'Rourke become National Chairman and Chaplain
1998 An unofficial NCCS Handbook is made available to accompany the bylaws

1998 First Silver St. George emblems presented (6 for 1997 and 6 for 1998)

1999 Don Oblander becomes liaison to NCCS

2000 The Advisory Board is created with 47 charter members

2000 Ellie Starr retires in May. Barb Nestel is new NCCS Administrative Secretary

2000 NCCS has contingent of 45 at World Youth Day in Rome

2000 NCCS name & emblem are registered with U.S. Patent & Trademark Office

2000 Msgr. Bob Guglielmone appointed World Scout Chaplain

2001 Ed Gargiulo and Father Don Hummel become National Chairman and Chaplain

2001 NCCB and USCCB merge into the USCCB

2001-Scouter Development updated and renamed Scouter Development: Lay Apostolate Formation for
Scouting

2002 The completely rewritten Pope Pius XII requirements are approved

2002 The Rosary Patch series is approved

2002 Membership Initiative is kicked off. "Scouting is Youth Ministry"

2002 Don York becomes Director of BSA Relationships Division and NCCS liaison

2003 CD-ROM for Membership Initiative is distributed
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2003 First Quality Diocese Award is presented for the year 2002

2003 Term of national vice-chair is extended from two years to three years, renewable

2003 Light of Christ and Parvuli Dei books are printed in English and Spanish

2004 Bray Barnes and Father Roger LaChance become National Chairman and Chaplain

2004 Emmett J. Doerr Scholarships established. First presented 2005

2004 Celebrate 50 Years of Catholic Chaplaincy at Philmont

2004 The Jerusalem Cross program is initiated for Philmont participants

2005 NCCS opens Smith Barney Investment account

2005 Board initiates $100,000 ICCS Americas endowment program to support with $80,000 seed money
2005-Scouting in the Catholic Church revised and repositioned as NCCS's advanced training program
2005 Knights of Columbus' Initiative with Scouting begins

2006 The first edition of the monthly e-Bridge is published, with Tony Madonia as editor

2006 NCCS and USCCB establish Region XV comprising Eastern Catholic Churches

2006 SERRA arranges grant money to help fund Venturing in Catholic high schools

2007 Bill Davies and Father Ray Fecteau become National Chairman and Chaplain

2007 Board votes to use consultant SMI to help with Long Range Planning, Oldowski to chair Renewal
committee

2007 Board drops Eagle Regalia and signs with ESCO as emblems provider

2007 Bob Mazzuca is named Chief Scout Executive replacing Roy Williams

2008 "Footsteps of American Saints" is approved. First five available June 2008

2008 Barb Nestel leaves as NCCS Administrative Secretary and is replaced by Nancy Watts as NCCS
Program Assistant

2008 Don York retires as BSA Director of Relationships

2008 National BSA reorganizes. George Sparks is NCCS Liaison

2009 Father Leo LeBlanc is appointed ICCS World Scout Chaplain

2009 Msgr. Bob Guglielmone is named bishop of Charleston (SC) Diocese

2010 Col (ret) John Halloran and Father Stephen Salvador become National Chairman and Chaplain
2010 Bishop Bob Guglielmone becomes Bishop Liaison of USCCB to NCCS replacing Bishop Gerald
Gettelfinger

2011 Matthew Budz replaces George Sparks as BSA Advisor to NCCS

2012 Wayne Brock succeeds Bob Mazzuca as Chief Scout Executive

2013 Edward P. Martin and Father Michael P. Hanifin become National Chairman and Chaplain

2013 BSA changes youth membership policy stating that “no youth may be denied membership in the
BSA on the basis of sexual orientation or preference alone”

2013 Chair Elect George Sparks begins three year term. Lee Shaw Jr replaces Matt Budz as Community
Alliances Team Leader and Mark Wappel is appointed to serve as BSA Advisor to NCCS

2013 The Miter Society is established to raise funds in support of the St. George Trek

2014 Nancy Watts retires as NCCS Program Assistant and is replaced by Elizabeth Olivas

2015 BSA changes adult leadership policy stating that no adult may “be denied membership in the BSA
on the basis of sexual orientation”

2015 Michael Surbaugh succeeds Wayne Brock as Chief Scout Executive

2015 The Knights of Columbus changes its policy encouraging local councils to charter Scout units and
instead to support parish-chartered units
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