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National Catholic Committee on Scouting Announces Scholarships

Jude Larson Awarded $2,000 College Scholarship

Rociada, NM — The National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) has awarded Jude
Larson from Halesite, New York the $2,000 Emmett J. Doerr Memorial Scout Scholarship. He
belongs to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Huntington, in the Diocese of Rockville Centre and is
a member of Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Troop 78 in the Suffolk County Council. This year,
NCCS awarded ten service scholarships totaling $27,000 to recognize Scouts nationwide for
outstanding service and leadership in four areas: the Catholic Church, their community, school
and Scouting.

Larson truly embodies the idea of servant leadership. When asked why volunteering is
important to him, he responded, “Serving others brings me closer to my faith, giving me the
opportunity to look for Jesus in the faces of those | serve. It offers me an enhanced sense of
purpose, teaching me about the impact that service can have on a community and allowing me
to experience the joy that comes from helping people around me, especially those in need.”

In service to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Larson serves as an extraordinary minister of Holy
Communion and is a member of the Life Teen youth ministry group. He participates in both
liturgy and music ministries, co-founded Schola Cantorum Teen Choir and served as the
Sacristan at St. Patrick’s Church. Larson has earned all four of the Roman Catholic Religious
Emblems offered by NCCS.

The Bishop of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, Most Reverend John Oliver Barres, wrote a
letter of recommendation for Larson stating, “I believe that Jude’s fidelity to the Lord and his
Church shows a level of commitment that most young people are not mature enough to
embody. Our meeting this past fall proved to me that the “mustard seed” of faith in Jude’s life is
growing in such a way that “nothing will be impossible” for him (Matthew 17:20).”

In his community, Larson has volunteered at St. Joseph’s Home for the Aged, the Trocaire Food
bank at St. Patrick's Church, the Huntington Interfaith Homeless Initiative and the Long Island
Cares food pantry. He also served with the Town of Huntington Department of Parks and
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Recreation community cleanup and participated in fundraising walks for the Society of St.
Vincent DePaul and Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.

At Chaminade High School, Larson contributed over 1,800 hours to the Darby Players drama
club and over 1,500 hours to the Gold Glee Club as a member and officer in both programs. He
was chosen to sing with the Chaminade Vocal Chamber Ensemble, with which he performed
twice at Carnegie Hall. He also participates in campus ministry and serves as an extraordinary
minister of Holy Communion at Chaminade High School. Larson is a member of the National
Honor Society and National Society of High School Scholars and was on the Chaminade Honor
Roll all four years.

In Scouting, Larson served in numerous troop leadership positions including senior patrol
leader, assistant senior patrol leader and den chief, receiving the Den Chief Service Award. He
was chosen as crew leader to lead his unit’'s backpacking mountain trek at Philmont Scout
Ranch High Adventure base in Cimarron, New Mexico. For his Eagle Scout project, Larson
worked in collaboration with his pastor, Monsignor Steven Camp, to design, procure, assemble
and install 14 new sign markers at the St. Patrick’s parish cemetery. Existing sign markers were
removed and replaced with the newly designed ones. The Eagle Scout project was managed
and completed with the help of a team of Scouts, adult leaders and friends. Larson said, “The
signage makes it much easier for friends and family to find their loved ones' plots.” In addition to
his own project, he has assisted 24 other Scouts with their Eagle projects. Larson plans to join
Troop 78 as an adult leader in the hope that his experience can benefit a new generation of
Scouts, including his younger brother.

Since 2005, NCCS has awarded a total of $272,000 in scholarships to 118 Scouts nationwide.
More details about scholarship eligibility requirements and a listing of this year’s and past award
recipients can be found at https://nccs-bsa.org/college-scholarships/.

NCCS is a Church committee of concerned Catholic laity and clergy, which is advisory to the
Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and relates to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) through its Episcopal Liaison. NCCS-sponsored Catholic Scouting is the only
Scouting program sanctioned by both the USCCB and BSA. There are nearly 100,000 Catholic
Scouts in more than 5,000 units led by nearly 40,000 Catholic Scouting leaders across the U.S.
For more information about NCCS, visit https://nccs-bsa.org/and for more information about
Catholic Scouting visit https://catholicscouting.com/.
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