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Theme for ICCS World Conference in Egypt:

Scouts and Catholics: Journeying Together Towards One Human Family

By Phil Krajec

The International Catholic
Conference of Scouting World
Council met at the Cairo Interna-
tional Scout House in Egypt
from August 11-14. The World
Council meets every three years
and is the governing body of the
ICCS.

Members of the NCCS dele-
gation to the World Council were
Ynes Ortega, Bill and Trish Gug-
lielmi, and Phil Krajec. John Do-
err participated in his role as
President of the International
Foundation of Catholic Scouting.

The four-day conference was
a significant gathering of Catho-
lic Scouts worldwide. More than
eighty delegates from thirty-six
different countries assembled
with the theme of “Scouts and
Catholics: Journeying Together
Towards One Human Family”.
Among the featured speakers
were His Excellency Mgr. Clau-
dio Lurati, Apostolic Vicar of
Alexandria; Ahmed Alhendawi,
Secretary General of the World
Organization of the Scout Move-
ment; Andy Chapman, Chair of
the World Scout Committee; and
Sarah Rita Kattan, Vice Chair of
the World Scout Committee.
Attendees had the opportunity to
attend a Coptic Catholic Mass at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Egypt presided over by His Beat-
itude Mgr. Ibrahim Ishak, Patri-
arch of Alexandria and a

Roman Catholic Mass at the Notre
Dame d’Heliopolis Cathedral cele-
brated by Bishop Lurati.

In addition to committee and
financial reports, workshops were
held on Religions in Scouting:
Catholic Vision, Laudato Si’, Ca-
nonical Statutes and the Interreli-
gious Dialogue Badge. Delegates
approved several governance reso-
lutions and a Three-Year Plan. The
resolution to increase ICCS mem-
bership fees that have remained
the same for seven years failed by
one vote.

A critical component of the
conference is the election of the
World Committee, the executive
body of ICCS. The World Com-
mittee is made up of four elected
members, the presidents of the re-
gional committees and the World
Chaplain who is appointed on the
recommendation of the World

Members of the NCCS dele-
gation to the World Council
were Ynes Ortega, Bill and
Trish  Guglielmi, and Phil
Krajec. John Doerr participat-
ed in his role as President of | #
the International Foundation
of

Committee and confirmed by the
Vatican. Elected to three-year
terms on the World Committee
are President Antoine Moussally
from Egypt, Treasurer Andrea
Abrate from Italy, Vice President
Marcelin Henry Deine from Sene-
gal, and Secretary General Phil
Krajec. Father Luis Marinho from
Portugal will continue in his cur-
rent role as World Chaplain.

It was a long and busy but
fruitful four days. The Three-Year
Plan includes preparation for and
participation in a number of up-
coming world Scouting events,
including the Jubilee and World
Scout Moot in Portugal in 2025,
the World Scout Jamboree in Po-
land and World Youth Day in
South Korea in 2027. There is
much work to be done leading up
to the next World Council in

2027.




Nominations for key NCCS
positions are being sought

Nominations are now being ac-
cepted for three key NCCS leader-
ship positions and several regional
positions. As a reminder The Na-
tional Catholic Committee on
Scouting (NCCS) is a Church com-
mittee of concerned Catholic Laity
and Clergy, which is advisory to the
Scouts of America (BSA) and re-
lates to the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
through its Bishop Liaison with the
NCCS.

From this membership, NCCS
leadership is recruited, selected, and
appointed to an  Executive
Board and an Advisory Board. A
National Chairperson and a National
Chaplain are chosen through a na-
tional election. Leadership and
membership of NCCS Standing
Committees 1s selected through
a nomination process. Regional
Chairs and Chaplains are voted on
by their respective Regions.

The National Positions are up for
election are the Chair elect and two
Vice Chair positions.

Region Positions up for election in
2025 are:

Region 1 Chair
Region 2 Chair
Region 3 Chaplain
Region 4 Chaplain
Region 5 Chair
Region 7 Chaplain
Region 8 Chair

Region 10 Chair
Region 11 Chair
Region 13 Chaplain

If you would like to nominate
someone, or if you know of anyone
interested, please contact our Nomi-
nating Chair Jim Weiskircher at
jim.weiskircher1l@gmail.com.

We are also now receiving nomi-
nations for the Silver St George
Award. Please see the award details
and nomination details on the NCCS
website and send the nomination
form to Jim Weiskircher as well.

The USCCB, inspired by Pope Francis’ apostolic exhorta-
tion Christus Vivit (2019) has written “Listen, Teach, Send
“to remind young people that “Christ is Alive in you”. The
¥, time has come for a renewal of the church’s ministries with
[ ‘r& youth and young adults, and the U.S. Bishops are active lead-
"A\i ers and agents of this renewal and Maria Parker, The Assis-
A {" tant Director for the Laity, will head the program.

The National Committee on Scouting has made a commit-
ment to the USCCB to help develop our young people in Scouting to be the disciples
of today and the future and will be working with her To begin this collaboration she
will be making a special presentation at our April conference in Charlotte to discuss
how we can work locally with our Bishops.

This past Summer we, as a committee, made an impact at the National Eucharistic
Congress. There were more than 50,000 attendees at the Congress, and they were

made aware of our activity patch program, which many told us that they are already
using in their home, school and religious education classes.

In catholic Scouting,

_John Anthony

The Brotherhood of Saint George was
founded by ICCS in 1985 and later
acknowledged by the Vatican. Its mem-
bers are recognized for living the spirit
of Catholic Scouting and their exception-
al contribution in international Scouting
for the education of youth. Congratula-
tions goes to Ynes Ortega for her selec-
tion to the Brotherhood of St. George for
her commitment to her faith.

The Bridge is an authorized publication of the National Catholic Committee
on Scouting (NCCS). It is published quarterly to provide news and infor-
mation to members of the NCCS, diocesan Catholic committees, youth minis-
try personnel and Boy Scout councils.

NCCS National Chair John Anthony
NCCS National Chaplain Fr. Gerard Gentleman
Chair, Marketing and Public Relations Jason Wolz

Advisor, Marketing and Public Relations Father Roger Lopez
Editor Mike Gannon

To submit items for future editions of The Bridge please contact Mike Gan-
non at scouttrain@aol.com. Photos are acceptable and should be in a jpeg
format. Please ensure all people in photos are identified and the subject mat-
ter is fully described.
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The Chaplain’s Corner
Father Gerard Gentleman
National Chaplain

In the last issue of the Bridge, 1 introduced the United States

called LISTEN, TEACH, SEND. As 1 previously mentioned,
NCCS has had the privilege of contributing to this document’s
formation and we are eager to assist in the promotion and implementation of this
framework within Scouting and our other Catholic partners in ministering to and with
youth.

|

In the last Chaplain’s Corner, I encouraged adult Scout leaders to focus on the docu-
ment’s call to listen and I challenged adult Scouters to increasing their ability to listen to our Scouts. This month I
offer some thoughts on how the document articulates the pastoral application of teaching. As adults in Scouting, we
rightly see ourselves as teachers. Scouting skills, life lessons and merit badge instructing are just some of the ways
that we teach. As Catholic Scouters we are also catechists, finding ways to use the methods and aims of Scouting to
enhance formal religious education. The bishops’ framework therefore offers us some helpful guidance on pastoral
teaching.

As pastoral teachers we are called to be mentors to our Scouts. As adult Scouters we know that many of our
young Scouts lack mentors, wisdom figures that accompany and guide young people. Mentors nurture without ex-
pecting to see immediate results. Hopefully we have all had the experience of watching an Eagle Scout acknowl-
edging a mentor at a Court of Honor. These mentors are not limited to those who may have guided the Eagle pro-
ject but, in the scout’s words, is someone who helped him or her mature through life.

As adult leaders we have many opportunities to evangelize our Scouts through our own personal faith witness.
The bishops’ framework calls us “to show a young person how Christ illuminated the path for us.” Encouraging us
to “freely admit our faults and stumbles along the way.” Adult scouters love to share the stories of their Scouting
adventures, but they may struggle with speaking about their own faith journey. Yet the telling of our own Scouting
history is often a tale of challenges and struggles. We use those stories to encourage our scouts and help them to
see that what seems impossible is possible. Giving our Scouts an opportunity to hear about our own faith journey
helps them to see that God is always at work, even when our faith is weak or overcome with doubt.

In Catholic Scouting, we know that we have many resources that assist us in formal catechesis. In their frame-
work the bishops state that “knowledge shared within the catechetical journey is given to help one fall more deeply
in love (with Jesus Christ) and to model one’s life after his.” Teaching the faith includes formation in Christian
doctrine and morality. While students in our Catholic Schools or Faith Formation programs may have somewhat of
a familiarity with what the church teaches, those teachings are often not reinforced in the other areas of life. As
ministers of faith within Scouting, we need to encourage the achievement of religious emblems and participation in
the religious activities programs. The latter can easily be incorporated into the meetings of our dens, patrols, packs,
troops, crews, and ships. Just as we give time to Scout skills and rank advancement requirements, setting aside time
for catechesis through scouting is a vital component of our mission as Catholic Scouters.

Finally, providing an opportunity for Scouts to experience and live the sacraments of the church is an essential
element in our role as pastoral teachers of the faith. Most certainly a Catholic Scout retreat should include the cele-
bration of Holy Mass and if possible and opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharistic Adora-
tion. Importantly too, our Scouting events should encourage, and not create obstacles, to a scout’s attendance at
Sunday mass in his or her parish.

Catholic Scouting is called to strive to be teachers of faith because as the bishops remind us ...
“In the passing on of faith to the young through the accompaniment of their families, friends, and pastoral leaders,

we move with young people toward the mission of the Church, so that we can, in turn, bring Christ’s light wherever
we go from here.”




Planning a weekend retreat? The Religious Activity Committee may have a plan for you

By
Theresa Dirig
Religious Activities Chair

There are times that a diocese gets concerned that they don’t have the skills needed to hold a weekend Scout Re-
treat or Camporee. The Religious Activities Committee tries to make this as easy as possible. We have created Re-
ligious Activities in a variety of topics that can easily fit into a weekend event. Let me show you what my diocese
recently did.

I live in northern Indiana and the main thing most people think of in the fall is football. But our Diocese tries to
find a weekend when some of our big schools are not playing in the area to hold our Catholic Camporee. We try to
hold our event at one of our Catholic Colleges or Universities to help parents see what higher Catholic education
could look like for their children.

Our annual Camporee typically follows the same format :

¢ Arrive Friday night, set up camp — have a shared snack and
pray the rosary

¢ Saturday morning — share breakfast, have morning prayer

and spend the rest of the morning learning about our chosen

topic in one hour sessions

Our committee typically prepares and offers lunch to all

After lunch we allow an hour of play/down time

Afternoon - Tours or talks by college professors

Evening Mass on site

Dinner furnished by committee/school

Glow Stick Rosary

Lights out
¢ Sunday — Quick breakfast, morning prayer - depart

* & & & oo o
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This year, we visited Holy Cross College which happens to be across the road from the University of Notre
Dame (walking distance). The Irish were not playing a game at home, so that meant the campuses were relatively
quiet. (There are always activities going on, but there are ways you can work around
them.) We did our homework and the weekend we chose coincided with some significant
religious feast days for the Holy Cross Congregation. The Holy Cross Congregation con- |-
sists of priests, brothers and sisters. Some teach at Notre Dame, Holy Cross or St. Mary’s,
which is also “across the street”. The feast days were the Exultation of the Cross (Sept 14)
and Our Lady of Sorrows (Sept 15). These two feast days are tied to the Congregation. g,
The Exultation of the Cross ties to their motto Ave Crux, Spes Unica — Hail the Cross, our .,
Only Hope. And Our Lady of Sorrows is their special patron.

Well — to entice our Scouts to attend — we asked a Holy Cross Brother and Priest to
help us with a few things. We asked the brother to speak about St. Andre Bessette who
> was a Brother for the Order. We used the Religious

Activity for St. Andre as the basis for his talk and our
> S activities. We discussed what we admire most about St.
- Andre and then created cards for the retired priests and
brothers who live on campus! We asked the priest to lead our discussion on
Our Lady of Sorrows. Holy Cross College has a beautiful shrine to this devo-
tion and Father not only spoke about Mary’s Seven Sorrows but also led us
& through the Servite Rosary — 7 “decades”, one for each sorrow, followed by an
Our Father and 7 Hail Mary’s. This was so beneficial not only to the Scouts but
the adults in attendance. I don’t think most Catholics truly understand Our Sor-
rowful Mother adequately and know about the Servite Rosary. After
the ,Rosary, we sang the Stabat Mater and created a prayer card to share with
family and friends.
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At another activity — we learned to tie a knot rosary!! What an experience. Some only created a decade rosary
but some were able to complete most of the rosary. I would highly recommend this activity or a similar bead ro-
sary for any Catholic Scout!

After a lunch furnished by a benefactor in the South Bend area, we had
time to watch the Holy Cross men’s soccer game or work on our Rosaries.
We still had a few fun activities in the afternoon. We invited a wonderful
author, Meg Hunter-Kilmer speak to all of us about “Scout Saints”. She
helped all to learn about Frank Parater and Jacques Seven (we have Reli-
gious Activities for both of these) and also a bit about Ven Istvan Kaszap, |
Bl Marcel Callo, Bl Pierre-Lucien Claverie and Servant of God Anne- |
Gabrielle Caron who were also involved in Scouting. (I will have to put
them on my list for future Activities!)

We still had more afternoon available
| — so we passed out “passports” to special
places on both campuses to visit. At each
Wl location, we placed a self-inking stamp
so the Scouts could get their passport
starnped The Scouts and parents loved
going around the Holy Cross and Notre
& Dame campus learning about each site!

i

We celebrated Mass in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart on the Notre Dame
campus and had a tour of this magnificent Basilica following Mass. What a
treasure! Dinner was in the dining hall with the Holy Cross and St. Mary’s stu-
dents! They made us feel welcome and parents realized that sending their kids
off to college isn’t too scary!

We closed the evening sitting in a circle on campus and breaking a glows-
tick for each Hail Mary and Mystery. Of course, the glowsticks were used throughout the night, but everyone was
able to participate in some way during our rosary.

When everyone left on Sunday morning, they left feeling much closer to God and understanding how they can
incorporate their faith in their daily activities.

From a committee person’s point of view, we were blessed with wonderful weather and the activities flowed
seamlessly throughout the day — but we didn’t really have to “work™ at it. We just used the Religious Activities
that are offered through NCCS. In past years we focused on the Eucharistic Revival, saints with a tie to Indiana
(Mother Theodore Guerin, Solanus Casey, Andre Bessette), all ~ the
mysteries of the Rosary, Modern Saint Hike, etc. The theme ‘
can be rotated about every 6 years, which helps with the plan-
ning.

So — if you want to use this same template — please do!!
Adapt the Activities to fit your situation. I believe our main fo-
cus for our Scouts is to help them see that God is with them
constantly and their faith should be always present! Make your
event easy for your committee too!! Just get outside, if possi-
ble, and find God! Blessings




Celebrating 20 Years of Awarding Service with College Scholarships

By Julie Doerr

It all began twenty years ago when the National Catholic Committee on Scouting and the Doerr family started a
scholarship program in 2005 to recognize Catholic BSA Scouts for their service to the Catholic church, their com-
munity, school, and Scouting. That year three Emmett J. Doerr Memorial Scout Scholarships were awarded for the
first time. Since then, additional Doerr scholarships were established in 2008, 2016 and 2019. With the addition of
the Bill and Kay Davies Scholarship and the Francis “Frank™ Parater Scholarship in 2022 plus the Tony and Pa-
trice Steenkolk Family Scholarship in 2023 the program name was changed to NCCS Scholarships.

This year the program is growing again! Three new scholarships are being introduced:

e $2,000 Bishop Gerald “Padre” Gettelfinger Scholarship.

An anonymous donor has funded the new $2,000 Bishop Gerald “Padre” Gettelfinger Scholarship. Bishop Get-
telfinger of Evansville, Ind. was bishop liaison to NCCS in 1998 and served until 2011. During his tenure, he trav-
eled to Philmont each year to participate in Scouting in the Catholic Church, served as a chaplain and hiked in five
St. George Treks. He also served as chaplain at the 2001 National Scout Jamboree. Bishop Gettelfinger is the re-
cipient of the Silver Beaver, the Silver Antelope, and the Silver Buffalo Awards.

e A 82,000 Girskis Family Scholarship
Because of their love for Catholic Scouting, Brian and Kristine Girskis have established the $2,000 Girskis
Family Scholarship. Their children Jack, Kate, Paige, and Annie are all active Scouts. Brian currently serves with
the Diocese of Davenport Catholic Committee on Scouting and as the district Religious Emblems coordinator, unit
commissioner, assistant scoutmaster, assistant cubmaster and is a former board member with the Illowa Council.
Kristine Girskis serves as cubmaster and den leader at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School

The third new scholarship this year is the Tony & Patrice Steenkolk Family Scholarship.

Additionally, the Frank Parater Scholarship will increase from $3,000 to $4,000 and the four Emmett J. Doerr
Memorial Scout Scholarships will increase from $2,000 to $2,500 each.

What started with just three scholarships totaling $5,000 has blossomed into a flourishing program awarding
thirteen scholarships worth $36,000 annually. In 2025, NCCS will have awarded a total of 131 scholarships,
amounting to $308,000 over the past twenty years. The NCCS Scholarship Committee extends our heartfelt grati-
tude to everyone who has contributed to the success of the scholarship program. Please encourage your eligible
Scouts to apply and seize this incredible opportunity to advance their educational journey!
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Did You Know...?
By Bob Oldowski

Sometimes we look for the next program ideas but overlook past successes. Locally, one DCCS has been doing
AAD retreats and such at various facilities over the years. Where to go this year? Wonder if we could do an out-
door event, even over the weekend, while camping out?

Checking back, the CCS committee saw it had been forty years since this had been done. Let’s do it again!
With no ready script to follow, the event was planned from scratch. Use a (weekend) Scout camp with indoor facil-
ities and with individual and unit camping. And give it a religious Retreat theme. Invite some seminarians and lo-
cal clergy to provide possible Confession opportunities, outdoor Masses and a vocations environment. Religious
emblem counselors could assist the youths on the Ad Altare Dei and the Pope Pius XII programs (and the Cub em-
blems if younger Scouts are included). The Saint patches fit in nicely too.

Identify the parishes with chartered units and market directly to them. Perhaps schedule for the end or beginning
of the school year, but avoid district camp-o-ree weekends. We’ve often been blessed with funding from the
Knights of Columbus. Of course, you could create a Scout patch for this event!

Want to promote, Catholic Scouting and provide life changing opportunities to Scouts?

You are only a click away...

...from making a difference in the life of a young Scout. Catholic Scouting is engaging youth ministry and provides
life changing opportunities for the Catholic youth of our nation. Through its emphasis on integrating faith and life,
Catholic Scouting encourages scouts to build meaningful relationships and develop their faith. It provides a frame-
work for scouts to encounter Jesus Christ through faith formation with participation in Religious Activities, Reli-
gious Emblems and the St. George Trek. By participating in leadership roles, community service, and parish activi-
ties, scouts are encouraged to be active protagonists of positive change in both the Church and society.

Catholic Scouting makes a difference and there are many ways you can help. One of these is our upcoming annual
appeal. Quite simply, our annual appeal helps keep our programs running. While much of our work is done by vol-
unteers we rely on NCCS’ program administrator, Elizabeth Olivas, to support them with the tools and resources
needed to get the job done. As a non-profit, expenses for insurance, accounting, software and website development
quickly add up and we need a stable source of income. It is why we rely each year on our NCCS members and sup-
porters to make ends meet. Thank you again for all you do for Catholic Scouting,

www.nccs-bsa.org (click on contribute)

If you wish to send a check rather than utilize NCCS’ online portal, please do the following:

e Make checks payable to the National Catholic Committee on Scouting Ltd.
e Put your name and intended use in the memo field. For example, John Smith — Annual Appeal.

e Mail check to NCCS, c/o Morgan Stanley, 20 Linden Place, Red Bank, NJ 07701
Note: As the National Catholic Committee on Scouting Ltd. is now a separate 501c(3), checks may no longer be
sent to the Boy Scouts of America.




Saint George Trek opens Scouts eyes to a bigger world

By
Deacon Travis King

At some point in our life there
is an experience that opens our eyes
to a bigger world than we ever im-
agined that causes us to ponder our
purpose in life. It might happen
while paddling a quiet lake, bonding
with new friends around a bonfire,
or rising to the challenge of leading
an exhausted crew to the edges of a
mountainous terrain. The latter is
true for two local sisters Erin and
Anna King of Venturing Crew 13,
within the Northeast lowa Council,
who were selected by their local
Catholic Committee on Scouting to
embark on a bi-annual vocational
discernment retreat at the Philmont
Scout Ranch in New Mexico known
at the St. George Trek.

This year, Erin and Anna were
two of six that established the all-
female crew for the St. George Trek
that took place from July 3 — 18"
Selection of participants was made
by the local Diocesan/Eparchial
Catholic Committee on Scouting
and was based on each Scout's
demonstrated maturity, physical
ability, leadership potential, an in-
terest the life of the Church and an
openness to the discernment of vo-
cation to the priesthood or religious
life. Earning of Religious Emblems
and involvement in parish, school
and Scouting activities was also giv-
en consideration. Eligible Scouts
were also asked to commit to be-
come engaged in the work of their
Diocesan/Eparchial Catholic Com-
mittee on Scouting when they re-
turned home.

Erin, who currently serves as the
President of her local Venturing
Crew 13, was selected among her
peers at the start of the trek to serve
as their Crew Leader for Trek: 705-
SG-03. The Crew leader is respon-
sible for all aspects of the Crew dur-
ing the trek including but not lim-
ited to morale, health, and safety.

Reflecting upon her experiences
she expressed, “The St. George Trek

at Philmont Scout Ranch is more
than just an exhilarating adventure;
it is a transformative experience
that touches the hearts and minds
of all who undertake it. This trek,
set in the breathtaking landscape
of God’s country in Cimarron,
N.M. offers a unique combination
of physical challenge, natural
beauty, and spiritual reflection. My
time on this trek was not only a
journey through stunning terrain
but also a deep exploration of my
own vocation and faith.

Adding to the richness of our
journey were the Religious Sisters
from the community of Mary
Mother of the Eucharist in Ann
Arbor, Mich. who joined us during
the Trek. Their presence was a
blessing, offering us insights and
guidance that were invaluable.
These Sisters, deeply committed to
their faith and service, helped us
discern our vocations in ways that
were both profound and practical.
Their reflections and discussions
were centered on themes of pur-
pose, service, and spiritual growth,
resonating deeply with us as we
navigated the challenges of the
trek. We got to grow our spiritual
and physical strength alongside
them as they too faced the hard-
ships of the trek with us. Each day
on the trek was a continual re-
minder to me of the words of Je-
sus, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow
me.” (Matthew 16:24-26).

Their encouragement to em-
brace our unique gifts and pursue
our passions with faith was inspir-
ing. They shared stories of their
own vocations, illustrating how
their journeys had been shaped by
moments of hardship, service, and
devotion. This personal connection
and their willingness to share their
experiences provided us with a
clear sense of direction and pur-
pose.

The trek also offered ample oppor-
tunity for individ%al discernment.

Early mornings on the trail,
while the sun was still rising,
provided a quiet time for person-
al reflection on where God is
calling me to serve Him and oth-
ers in my life. During these mo-
ments, I found myself contem-
plating my own vocation and
calling. The silence I found
while in the mountains allowed
me to consider how I might inte-
grate the lessons of the trek into
my everyday life. The values of
perseverance, service, and hope
became central to my reflections
on my future path in life — the
vocation the God has created me
to fulfill. My experience on
the St. George Trek was a pow-
erful reminder of the ways in
which physical challenges and
spiritual guidance can lead to
profound personal insights. The
beauty of Philmont, paired with
the spirit and the wisdom of the
Sr. Peter Maria and Sr. John Mi-
cheal, created an environment
where | could explore my own
purpose and vocation in a mean-
ingful way. While we were on
this trek we were introduced to
the life and teachings of Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati, soon to be
canonized as a Saint, I came
away from the trek with a re-
newed sense of clarity and com-
mitment to living a life of faith
in service to God and His peo-
ple.

In the end, the St. George
Trek was more than just an ad-
venture; it was a journey of the
soul. It taught me that the path to
understanding one’s vocation is
often found through experiences
that challenge and inspire. As |
continue my own vocational
path, I carry with me the lessons
learned in the backcountry of
Philmont, guided by the trans-
formative journey itself, along
with the profound insights and
lessons that I learned from my
Crew and Advisors.”

(Continued on page 9)



(continued from page 8)

Anna, who is the Vice President
of Crew 13, was also selected to
attend the trek experience and had
this to say about her experience,
“Getting the opportunity to go on
the Saint George Trek has truly
been a blessing. It was a wonderful
experience that changed my views
on life. I got to meet such faithful
people who supported each other
through these difficult times. Being
selected to go on a two-week trek
at Philmont with two Dominican
Sisters is something not many peo-
ple can say they have done. I got to
learn about their life and shared
many laughs. I was blessed to be
able to join in the celebration of
holy Mass, offered by Bishop Mi-
chael Fisher, from the Diocese of
Buffalo, NY, with my Crew and
sister Crew each day of the trek.
This trek has strengthened my faith
in God, because out in the back-
country you come to have full trust
in the Lord to get you through the
trials that you encounter along the
way. Some days it might be having
to deal with the variable weather,
the morale of your Crew or the bur-
den of the weight of your back-
pack. My prayer life was also posi-
tively impacted by this experience
as we would thank God for getting
us through the hardships and being
blessed with the opportunity to
marvel at the beauty of His crea-
tion. I really appreciate all the peo-
ple who gave me this amazing op-
portunity and I want to encourage
young women like me to go on this
trek because it truly is a life chang-
ing experience and a beautiful way
to spend time with God. Through
my Catholic education shared with
me by my parents and reinforced
by my teachers at St. Columbkille
elementary, Mazzuchelli Middle
School and Wahlert High School, I
have learned that our purpose is to
know, love and serve God in this
life so that we may be with Him in
the next. This experience at

Philmont on the St. George Trek
has helped me to live out that
purpose and gave me the oppor-
tunity to listen to God and dis-
cern how I should answer His
call to become who is has creat-
ed me to be.”

Erin and Anna King are the two
oldest children of Deacon Travis
and Melissa King of Dubuque
Iowa. They are the very first St.
George Trek participants of
Crew 13 and the Northeast lowa
Council. They are also the first
Scouts in 30 years from the
Archdiocese of Dubuque that
have participated in the Trek.
They hope that by sharing their
experiences that many more
young women and men will con-
sider applying for the St. George
Trek to embark on a similar ex-
perience in the future.




