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Scouting America Youth Protection 

Scouting America Youth Protection Mission Statement 
True youth protection can be achieved only through the focused commitment of everyone in Scouting. It is the mission of 
Youth Protection volunteers and professionals to work within Scouting America to maintain a culture of Youth Protection 
awareness and safety at the national, territory, area, council, district, and unit levels. Protección Juvenil En Español 

 

Scouting America Youth Protection Adult Leaders and Volunteers Requirements: 
• Youth Protection training is required for all registered volunteers and is a joining requirement. 

• Youth Protection training must be taken every two years. If a volunteer’s Youth Protection training record is 
not current at the time of recharter, the volunteer will not be re-registered. 

• Login and take Youth Protection training. You do not have to be a registered member of Scouting America to 
take Youth Protection training. 

 

Abuse Reporting Requirements 
• Mandatory Report of Child Abuse 

All persons involved in Scouting shall report to local authorities any good-faith suspicion or belief that any child is 
or has been physically or sexually abused, physically or emotionally neglected, exposed to any form of violence 
or threat, exposed to any form of sexual exploitation, including the possession, manufacture, or distribution of 
child pornography, online solicitation, enticement, or showing of obscene material. You may not abdicate this 
reporting responsibility to any other person. Reporting requirements and procedures vary by state. 

• If you believe someone is in imminent danger or this is a situation of current abuse involving a minor, call 911. 

• Reporting Violations of Scouting America Youth Protection Policies 
If you think any of Scouting America’s Youth Protection policies have been violated, including those described 
within Scouting’s Barriers to Abuse, you must notify your local council Scout executive or his/her designee so 
appropriate action can be taken for the safety of our Scouts. 

• Scouting America has a dedicated 24-hour helpline to receive reports of known or suspected abuse or behavior 
that might put a youth at risk. You are encouraged to call this number if you need assistance regarding suspected 
abuse. 1-844-SCOUTS1 (1-844-726-8871) 

 

Key Youth Protection Resources 
• Guide to Safe Scouting 

• Barriers to Abuse 

• Social Media Guidelines 

• For Cub Scouts and their parents 

• Protección Juvenil Cómo proteger a sus hijos del abuse infantile: Una guia para padres 

• For Scouting America members and their parents 

• Camp Leadership – Youth Protection Begins With You Brochure  

 

For more information: https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/  

https://www.scouting.org/training/proteccion-juvenil/
https://my.scouting.org/vim2/webscript/output/proxy.aspx?Method=ExecuteScript&ScriptCode=TaleoCourseDeepLinkSSOAgent&Destination=LearnCenter&Program=YPT
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/gss01/#a
https://scoutingwire.org/social-media-guidelines/
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/100-014_WEB.pdf?_gl=1*y3e6xv*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MzE5MjkwODIuY2owa2Nxand2ZWs0YmhkNGFyaXNha3k2cG1rcGwyN2tnenRhY19uNTAzeGtmY29jaTJucWtqbmV3MmVyd3NydWFweW8wcnpybWFkZm1kd2FhdXBzZWFsd193Y2I.*_gcl_au*OTMwOTg4NzQuMTczMTkyODA2Nw..*_ga*NDk1OTMyMzM0LjE3MzE1ODkzMTE.*_ga_20G0JHESG4*MTczMTkyODA2Ny4xLjEuMTczMTkyOTA4My41My4wLjA.*_ga_61ZEHCVHHS*MTczMTkyODA2Ny4xLjEuMTczMTkyOTA4My41OC4wLjA.&_ga=2.74957394.196824685.1731928068-495932334.1731589311&_gac=1.217398596.1731928068.cj0kcqjwvek4bhd4arisaky6pmkpl27kgztac_n503xkfcoci2nqkjnew2erwsruapyo0rzrmadfmdwaaupsealw_wcb
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/100-073.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/100-015(18).pdf
https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/623-12719-CampLeadershipBrochure_WEB.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/
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Catholic Church Youth Protection 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) oversees adherence to 
youth protection requirements by dioceses and eparchies across the country. The USCCB states “The Catholic Church is 
absolutely committed to the safety of children. Together we can make a Promise to Protect, and a Pledge to Heal.” 

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People 
The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People is a comprehensive set of procedures originally to address 
allegations of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy. The Charter mandates the creation of a permanent USCCB 
Committee on the Protection of Children and Young People, the National Review Board, and the Secretariat of Child and 
Youth Protection. The Charter also includes guidelines for reconciliation, healing, accountability, and prevention of future 
acts of abuse. It was revised in 2005, 2011, and 2018.  

 

Charter Requirements for all Catholic Church clergy, staff and volunteers 
• Safe environment training 

• Background check 

• Code of Conduct  

Annual Audit Report on Compliance with Charter Requirements 
These annual reports detail the progress of Catholic dioceses/eparchies in implementing victim assistance and child 
protection policies and programs in the United States. Included in the report are findings regarding diocesan/eparchial 
compliance with the Charter, recommendations from the auditor on how Charter implementation can be improved, a 
progress report from the Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection on its activities, and data regarding allegations, safe 
environment programs, background checks, and financial costs related to allegations and child protection efforts in 
dioceses/eparchies. 

Abuse Reporting Requirements 
• Contact the appropriate law enforcement agency, which can help determine options for making a criminal 

complaint. 

• Contact a local child protection agency, a private attorney, a support group, an abuse hotline, or a mental health 
professional. 

• If you believe someone is in imminent danger or this is a situation of current abuse involving a minor, call 911. 

• To report an allegation of abuse by priest, deacon, religious, or lay church personnel, please contact your local 
Victim Assistance Coordinator 

• To report an allegation of abuse or mishandling of allegations of sexual abuse by a bishop please visit 
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service website. 

 

Key Youth Protection Resources 
• Parish Self Assessment 

• Guía de Auto-Evaluación Parroquia 

• Promise to Protect Pledge to Heal fact sheet 

 

For more information: https://www.usccb.org/committees/protection-children-young-people  

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Charter-for-the-Protection-of-Children-and-Young-People-2018-final%281%29.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/offices/child-and-youth-protection/victim-assistance
https://www.reportbishopabuse.org/
file:///C:/Users/BCM_LLC/Desktop/•%09https:/www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Parish-Self-Assessment-SCYP.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Parish-Self-Assessment-SCYP_Spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/cyp-infographic-fact-sheet-2022.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/committees/protection-children-young-people

