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     Pope Francis declared 2025 a 
Jubilee Year in 2022. He wanted 
to give us hope for the future af-
ter the end of the COVID 19 pan-
demic: “We must fan the flame of 
hope that has been given us and 
help everyone to gain new 
strength and certainty by looking 
to the future with an open spirit, a 
trusting heart and far-sighted vi-
sion. The forthcoming Jubilee can 
contribute greatly to restoring a 
climate of hope and trust as a 
prelude to the renewal and rebirth 
that we so urgently desire..."  
     The Jubilee Year will offer the 
faithful opportunities to partici-
pate in various jubilee events at 
the Vatican and in their own dio-
ceses. The great tradition of open-
ing the Holy Door began when 
Pope Francis opened the Holy 
Door of St. Peter's Basilica on 
December 24, 2024.  Opening the 
Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica 
has been a fixture of the Catholic 
Church's celebration of jubilee 
years since the Holy Year 1450, 
the Vatican said. 
     Pope Francis chose "Pilgrims 
of Hope" as the theme for the Ho-
ly Year 2025, which began Dec. 
24 and will run through Jan. 6, 
2026.  
     The rite of opening the deco-
rated bronze door began inside 
the basilica with the reading in 
different languages of biblical 
passages prophesying the birth of 
the savior "who brings his king-
dom of peace into our world," as 
the lector explained. 

      Then, to emphasize how the 
birth of Jesus "proclaims the dawn 
of hope in our world," the Gospel 
of St. Matthew's account of the 
birth of Jesus was proclaimed.  
Introduced with a blare of trum-
pets, the choir sang, "Let us go re-
joicing to the house of the Lord." 
"The steps we now take are the 
steps of the whole church, a pil-
grim in the world and a witness of 
peace," the pope told the assem-
bled cardinals, bishops, ecumeni-
cal guests and lay faithful in the 
atrium of the basilica. 
     "Holding fast to Christ, the rock 
of our salvation, enlightened by his 
word and renewed by his grace," 
the pope continued, "may we cross 
the threshold of this holy temple 
and so enter into a season of mercy 
and forgiveness in which every 
man and woman may encounter 
and embrace the path of hope, 
which does not disappoint." 
     Echoing the biblical jubilee  

 NCCS develops Special Religious Activity for Jubilee 2025 
 
themes of reconciliation and for-
giveness, Pope Francis prayed that      
the Holy Spirit would soften hard-
ened hearts so that "enemies may 
speak to each other again, adver-
saries may join hands and people 
seek to meet together." 
      The NCCS has developed a 
new activity that asks participants 
to pray the Jubilee Prayer, learn 
about the logo and also learn what 
a Jubilee Year is and how often it 
can be proclaimed and other re-
quirements. The activity patch will 
only be available until January 6, 
2026, when the Jubilee Year ends. 
In addition to the activity patch, 
Scouts and Scouters are encour-
aged to find out if their local dio-
cese/archdiocese or eparchy 
is holding any special Jubilee ac-
tivities throughout the year.  More 
details are available at Faith-
Seiries-RA-2025-Jubilee.pdf  
 

 

https://nccs-bsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Faith-Seiries-RA-2025-Jubilee.pdf
https://nccs-bsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Faith-Seiries-RA-2025-Jubilee.pdf
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By 
John Atlas 

Chair, Relationships Committee 

 
 
     As we close the final chapter on 
2024, the Relations Committee’s 
primary work has been to network 
and connect with Scouts, BSA terri-
tories and councils throughout the 
U.S. as well as to be a resource to 
local Diocesan committees seeking 
guidance. Our committee member-
ship includes CCS members from 
across the country, representing a 
dozen various Dioceses as well as 
international Catholic Scouting af-
filiations. They possess a great deal 
of Catholic Scouting experience 
over many decades of commitment. 
Many of us work directly with folks 
from other youth-serving organiza-
tions to spread the message of the 
fine programs offered by the 
NCCS. 
      The Relations Committee’s 
tasks are ongoing and require many 
hands to accomplish. I invite those 
who are reading this to join us in 
our mission.  
     Please reach out to me via email  
JKARL1958@gmail.com or by 
phone at 508-856-0303 to discuss 
the possibility of your involvement 
in our efforts. I look forward to 
hearing from you as well as hope-
fully meeting you at our upcoming 
NCCS membership meetings in 
Charlotte, North Carolina this 
spring! 
 

 

Relations Committee seeks 
guidance from local Scouters 
as resource to spread message 

      
 Come join Fr. Gerard and me at our Membership 
Assembly April 24th to the 27th at the Airport 
Sheraton in Charlotte, North Carolina. This assem-
bly is open to all members of National Catholic 
Committee on Scouting. Chief Scout Executive 
Roger Krone will be our keynote speaker on Sat-
urday night. 

      Some of our other presentations during the Assembly will include: 
Maria Parker, who will discuss how Catholic Scouting can be incorpo-
rated into Listen, Teach, Send, the new formation document approved 
by the United States Catholic Bishops; Robert H. Lane whose presen-
tation will focus on “Practical Application of Artificial Intelligence in 
Catholic Scouting;” and Isabelle Seiglie who will present Growing up 
in a Catholic Scouting Family.    Phil Krajec, newly elected secretary-
general of the International Catholic Conference of Scouting, will also 
be updating on the latest information from that organization. 
     For the first time we will be conducting a Wood Badge beading cer-
emony for those who took our Wood Badge course at Philmont this 
past Summer. 
     This is just the tip of the iceberg, so I invite you to come join the 
fellowship and celebrate the 100th anniversary of Catholic Scouting. 
  
   In Catholic Scouting, 

 

John Anthony 
 NCCS National Chair 2022-2025                   

 
BSA Name Change 

 
 
The Boy Scouts of America will 
be changing its name to Scouting 
America, effective February 8, 
2025, the organization’s 
115th birthday. 
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       The Chaplain’s 

             Corner 

  Father Gerard Gentleman  

             National Chaplain 
 

 

Do not be afraid to go out to the streets and into public places… This is no time 
to be ashamed of the Gospel… It is the time to preach it from the rooftops… It is 
you who must go out into the byroads and invite everyone you meet to the ban-
quet which God has prepared. – Pope St. John Paul II 

The times we live in do not call for young ‘couch potatoes’ …Today’s world de-
mands that you be a protagonist of history because life is always beautiful when 
we choose to live it fully, when we choose to leave a mark. – Pope Francis 

     

     The final section of LISTEN, TEACH, SEND, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Pastoral 
Framework for Ministries with Youth and with Young Adults begins with the above words that the two Popes 
spoke to young people at World Youth Day gatherings. The church’s mission with young people has the ultimate 
goal of sending young people into their adult lives with an empowerment that challenges them to be transformative 
agents in the church and the world. Scouting shares this mission, seeking to contribute to the formation of young 
people, preparing them for adulthood. 

 

      The concluding section of LTS focuses on how we send young people into the world. 

Families and ministries with young people today must encourage each youth and young adult to 
take on this enthusiastic spirit, “even those who are most frail, limited, and troubled” and embrace 
a missionary approach for all the interactions of their lives, “for goodness can always be shared, 
even if it exists alongside many limitations.” The Church flourishes when young people choose to 
share Christ with their peers and those who are younger—and even evangelize their parents and 
older generations. Pope Francis noted that “anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving love 
does not need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love.”  

     
      As leaders of Scouts, we offer them a great deal of formal and informal training. Most importantly we have a 
particular affinity for those who are frail, limited, and troubled.  We see this most profoundly in the efforts of those 
who provide Scouting programs for Scouts with special needs and disabilities. Not only do these efforts engage 
young people with special needs but provide able bodied young people with the opportunity to be impactful and 
recognize their own purpose. 
     
      In LTS our bishops challenge us to equip young people for justice and engag-
ing in charitable works so that they can contribute to the missionary impulse of 
communities of faith. In our service minded efforts with our scouts we have an 
excellent opportunity to send young people into the world with a desire to fulfill 
their baptismal vocation as a “living part of the Church, protagonists of her mis-
sion.” 
 

     As this is my last column as the National Chaplain, I thank all of you who live 
out the mission of Catholic Scouting. It has been my privilege to serve you and 
our young church. I am particularly grateful for the opportunities NCCS has had 
to engage the larger church’s mission with young people. A fruit of that relation-
ship is the contributions that have assisted our bishops in the creation of the Lis-
ten, Teach, Send, pastoral framework. I encourage all who serve Catholic Scout-
ing to explore LTS at https://www.usccb.org/listen-teach-send and use it to give 
focus and purpose to the good work of Catholic Scouting, 

 

 

https://www.usccb.org/listen-teach-send
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Deadline for applications is March 1 
 

Scouts encouraged to apply now for NCCS Scholarships  
 
 
NCCS will award thirteen college scholarships totaling $36,000 to service-oriented Catholic Scouts who are high 
school seniors graduating in 2025. 
 
To be eligible to apply, a Scout must be a full-time high school senior, a practicing Catholic and be actively in-
volved with a BSA Scout Troop, Venturing Crew or Sea Scout Ship. They must have earned the Eagle Scout, 
Summit Award or Quartermaster Award and the Ad Altare Dei, Pope Pius XII or Light is Life (Eastern Rite) Re-
ligious Emblem. 
 
Encourage eligible Scouts you know to learn more and apply online  
 
NCCS College Scholarships open for application now: 
 
• $5,000,  $4,000,  $3,000, 4 – $2,500 scholarships. 
• Frank Parater Scholarship: 1 – $4,000 
• Bill & Kay Davies Scholarship: 1 – $2,000 
• Tony & Patrice Steenkolk Family Scholarships: 2 – $2,000 
• Most Rev. Gerald “Padre” Gettelfinger Scholarship: 1 – $2,000 
• Girskis Family Scholarship: 1 – $2,000                             
 
New this year: four letters of recommendation must be submitted at the same time as the online scholarship ap-
plication. Remind Scouts to give their recommenders enough time to write their letters. Applications and rec-
ommendation letters are due by midnight on March 1. 
 
Awards are announced by June 1. Since 2005, NCCS has awarded a total of $272,000 in college scholarships to 
118 service-oriented Scouts nationwide. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

https://44o5yu4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FfOd-MOpvKYLQ9sMgSBa7ZM9hRKaaljiHUOEHc2qL06Hdd7qjcjN368uPHfw0ycORjYVoqMX75zAMQTrPy69TdI8x3YAWJRy2a9JRtj1zfsASO_yAcBulxnAI_QXqyLMTaO9Uk4aaGmUvbJacWvdNHvFW5IR99GaR0koKLpqaAe3Wv8BPDBLoA==&c=UgyOs6pn6_jWFViL47Gd9iXTpqKiV7R
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Eagle Scout projects support local parishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Katie Warner of Scouting America Troop 126 in Tulsa, OK.  used her 
Eagle Scout Service Project to give back to her school and church 
community. Inspired by the Sisters of Saint Francis of the martyr St. 
George, who teach at St. Catherine, Katie envisioned a Marian Prayer 
Garden where elementary children could pray the Rosary in an out-
door setting. 
 

Matthew Keeser of Troop-
2002 in Largo, Florida, com-
pleted a beautification project 
of the landscaping  of the  
prayer garden at St. Jerome 
Catholic Church in Largo.  
This Eagle Scout  project 
makes the area more wel-
coming for the parishioners 
and their guests. 

                                

     We adore thee, O Christ and we 
bless you.  Because by your holy 
cross you have redeemed the 
world.” 
     With these words on  
Good Friday of 2024,  parishioners 
of Christ the King Catholic Church 
in Des Moines prayed the Stations 
of the Cross.  But this year a new 
and special tradition began by walk-
ing the path of the stations out-
doors. 
     Seamus O’Keefe, 18, and a 
member of Christ the King Parish, 
completed his Eagle Scout project 
through the Boy Scouts of America 
with the installation of the 14 Sta-
tions of the Cross on the perimeter 
of the playground on the parish and 
school campus . 

 
Do you know of a Catholic Scout who 
has done something outstanding? Has 
your Catholic Scouting unit or diocesan/
eparchial committee engaged in an activi-
ty that could be emulated by other units 
or committees? 
If so, please submit information and a 
photo to info@nccs-bsa.org and be 
sure to include Catholic Scouting 
Spotlight in the subject line. 

mailto:info@nccs-bsa.org
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2025 NCCS Annual Membership Assembly 
Charlotte, N.C. 

April 24-27 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registration is now open for the 2025 National Catholic Committee on Scouting (NCCS) Annual Member Assem-
bly in Charlotte, North Carolina.   Join fellow Scout Chaplains, Scouters, and their families for an inspiring week-
end of fellowship, worship, and growth.  The annual Membership Assembly is scheduled for  April 24 – 27, 2025. 
 
Registration Details are as follows: 

• Membership Assembly Registration:  nccs-bsa.org/events/registration-is-now-open-for-the-2025-nccs-   
      annual-member-assembly 

• Registration (before April 2, 2025): 

• $350 for Attendees 

• $250 for Spouses/Guests 

• Includes breaks, Saturday reception, and banquet. 

• Tickets for Bishop’s Luncheon and Sunday Lunch sold separately. 
• Complimentary breakfast and evening reception for hotel guests. 
 
Regular Registration April 2, 2025: 

• $400 for Attendees 

• $300 for Spouses/Guests 

• First-Time Attendees Discount: If you are attending for the first time, use the discount code FIRSTTIME at   
      checkout for $50 off your registration fee. 
  
Sheraton Charlotte Airport Hotel  

• Hotel Complimentary shuttle service available 

• Call 704-392-1200 after baggage pickup 

• Free high-speed internet 

• Business Center 

• Fitness Center  
Program includes: 

 
 
Robert H. Lane, MBA, Ph.D. 
 
Topic: Practical Application of Artificial Intelligence in Catholic Scouting 
 
Maria R. Parker, Ed.D 
 
Topic: Listen, Teach, Send 
 
 Isabelle Seiglie 
 
Topic: Growing Up in a Catholic Scouting Family 
 
Annual Banquet Keynote Speaker: Mr. Roger A. Krone, Scouting America, Chief Scout Executive  
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Did You Know…? 
 By Bob Oldowski 

(NCCS Historian) 
 

      For the first time since it was established in 2000, the NCCS Advisory Board met only on ZOOM.  Organized 
by the Advisory Board’s Chair, Ed Martin, this was a plan to have this board meet conveniently between national 
meetings.   
     This took place on Tuesday, January 14, 2025 and was attended on camera by 17 members.  Others members 
linked in via telephone connections.   
     This meeting focused on the activity of the NCCS Standing Committees, specifically the presentation of goals, 
progress made, issues with progress and potential need for Executive Board or Committee approval.  The reports 
were given by the committee chairs/advisors during the one-hour session.  The regular meeting will occur at the 
April NCCS National Meeting.   

 
An Invitation to Catholic Scout Leaders, Youth Ministers and Clergy 

You are invited to join us in “God’s Country” in July 2025  
 

by 
Kathleen Polowski 

 
     Join us for a week of faith, family, adventure and fun, at our Scouting in the Catholic Church Conference at the 
Philmont Training Center near Cimarron, New Mexico. The conference is July 6-12, 2025.  There is no better 
place to experience the beauty of God’s creation and make new friends than at Philmont!   
     The course is a GREAT way to learn more about Catholic Scouting and how our programs can impact our 
Scouts and help them grow in their faith journey to Christ! Whether you are a youth minister and new to the op-
portunities available for our young people through Scouting OR you are a new or experienced Scout leader yearn-
ing to learn more about our many programs, the Scouting in the Catholic Church Conference is for you!!   
     Youth ministers, clergy, scout leaders, families—all are welcome to come for a faith-filled, informative and fun 
week. A course highlight will be learning to incorporate the new USCCB document “Listen, Teach, Send” into 
Catholic Scouting. Religious Emblems Counselor training will also be offered.  
     Mass is available daily and Philmont offers additional activities for your enjoyment.  Looking for a “family” 
experience?  Bring your family and sign them up for their own adventures during the week.  
     There is an early-bird discount of $200 if you register by January 15. To register visit the Philmont Training 
Center webpage. 
     Need more information?  Visit our website at https://nccs-bsa.org/scouting-in-the-catholic-church-
conference/ 
     Need more time?  If you register between January 16 and March 15, you will be able to receive the night-owl 
discount of $100.   
 

 
 
 
 

https://44o5yu4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F-3QnyjbCzlYRp65M-1mxo5XlOGqpdpPo1HICPof259Hi5evWzzQ2Lw88HDu2aUCCx3mFT9TlWmPEDVcQpX48NTWzYaB8Icj-VFKGsw0ShG3QDNO0jDRiBCpu1GN2Phqda723rr0oG-duIn3fT1p4Gpb0vQVwOxKqc3hWttQL_R_NwzeOakPOvEND6SdR6CEyNEl3ogFcnc=&c=mfCy-yb9YKQ
https://44o5yu4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F-3QnyjbCzlYRp65M-1mxo5XlOGqpdpPo1HICPof259Hi5evWzzQ2Lw88HDu2aUCCx3mFT9TlWmPEDVcQpX48NTWzYaB8Icj-VFKGsw0ShG3QDNO0jDRiBCpu1GN2Phqda723rr0oG-duIn3fT1p4Gpb0vQVwOxKqc3hWttQL_R_NwzeOakPOvEND6SdR6CEyNEl3ogFcnc=&c=mfCy-yb9YKQ
https://nccs-bsa.org/scouting-in-the-catholic-church-conference/
https://nccs-bsa.org/scouting-in-the-catholic-church-conference/
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Dear Members of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting, 
  
We hope this message finds you well. We are reaching out to inform you of an important initiative to support those 
impacted by the recent devastating wildfires in California. 
 
The Archdiocese of Los Angeles has established a Wildfire Victims Emergency Relief Fund to assist individuals 
and families affected by these tragic events. This fund provides grants of up to $1,000 to help address the immedi-
ate needs of wildfire victims, such as food, shelter, and clothing. 
We invite you to join us in supporting this critical effort. Here’s how you can help: 
 
Spread the Word: Share this information with your local Scouting units, parishes, and communities to ensure 
those in need are aware of the available assistance. 
 
Donate: Contributions to the relief fund are greatly appreciated and will directly support wildfire victims. Dona-
tions can be made through the Archdiocese of Los Angeles’ website https://lacatholics.org/california-fires/ 
 
Pray: Keep those affected by the wildfires in your prayers, asking for strength and comfort as they navigate this 
challenging time. 
  
As members of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting, our mission calls us to serve others and exemplify 
the values of compassion, generosity, and community. This is an opportunity for us to make a meaningful impact.   
  
For more details about the Wildfire Victims Emergency Relief Fund, including how to apply for assistance or con-
tribute, please visit https://lacatholics.org/california-fires/.  
  
Others in need: Catholic Charities is still accepting donations to support those impacted by Hurricane Helene in 
North Carolina please visit: 
https://giving.classy.org/campaign/624511/donate. 
  
Thank you for your support and solidarity as we stand together to help those in need. 
  
Yours in Scouting and Christ, 
 
John Anthony 
National Chair 
  
Rev. Gerard Gentleman 
National Chaplain 
 

https://44o5yu4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D3N565VvAkvqS1EkDHmRWdv5S15sazT3-GGz0K-a-71bkHRrmEEmunKaUIEiNMs0FdPZvGYcufKCi0XYy7hTDiRtvA49_SmnFvpzcYrSWWUpYMPLGFRBAYIcX-dPo2-z7v79Qxtro-gCOvofVSF62I8ASuN26QmAaJHKpJ-vVklFnrdhYQV4hmVn-veN6aFYnAtgwWYdS6za1Ix7tvGHCDRlJK
https://44o5yu4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D3N565VvAkvqS1EkDHmRWdv5S15sazT3-GGz0K-a-71bkHRrmEEmunKaUIEiNMs0FdPZvGYcufKCi0XYy7hTDiRtvA49_SmnFvpzcYrSWWUpYMPLGFRBAYIcX-dPo2-z7v79Qxtro-gCOvofVSF62I8ASuN26QmAaJHKpJ-vVklFnrdhYQV4hmVn-veN6aFYnAtgwWYdS6za1Ix7tvGHCDRlJK
https://giving.classy.org/campaign/624511/donate

