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115 Years of 
Working Together

Our records show that the first Catholic troop 

was started in Minnesota in 1910 - 

the same year the BSA was founded.

4,500 Catholic Scouts Marching down Fifth Ave. 

to St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York in 1940. 
From Boys’ Life Magazine.
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Pope Francis
1936-1925

'Scouting is a sign of 

encouragement to young 

people, because it invites them 

to dream and to act, to have fun 

and the courage to look to the 

future with hope. ’ 

  – Pope Francis



WHAT DRIVES US

AIMS OF SCOUTING
Character development

Leadership Development

Citizen Training

Personal Fitness

SCOUT OATH
On my honor I will do my best to do my duty

To God and my country and to obey the Scout Law;

To help other people at all times;

To keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake and morally straight.

SCOUT LAW
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, 

kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.



MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Scouting America is to prepare young 

people to make ethical and moral choices over their 

lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout 

Oath and Law.

WELCOMING STATEMENT 
Scouting invites every youth to a safe, fun place to 

learn, explore, and grow.



BSA SNAPSHOT
WHO WE SERVE

Since 1910, the Boy Scouts of America has helped build 

America’s future leaders. 

Today, with over 1 million youth members and almost 478,000 

adult volunteers, Scouting is one of the most influential youth 

organizations in the country.

In 2024:

• 1+ million young men and women served by Scouting

• 589,253 Cub Scouts

• 388,941 Scouts BSA

• 14,986 Venturers and Sea Scouts 

• 37,678 Explorers



The Role of 
Faith in Scouting

Character Development

Faith significantly contributes to the character development of 
scouts, instilling values such as integrity and compassion.

Spiritual Growth

Catholic scouting focuses on the spiritual growth of youth, 
encouraging them to deepen their faith through various religious 
activities.

Community Service

Scouting encourages youth to engage in community service, 
helping them to apply their faith in tangible ways.



Partnerships with 
Catholic Institutions
Enhanced Scouting Experience

Collaboration with Catholic institutions enriches the 
scouting experience, promoting personal growth and 
community involvement.

Sense of Belonging

Partnerships foster a sense of belonging among scouts, 
encouraging friendships and shared values within the 
community.

Faith-Based Opportunities

These partnerships offer scouts unique opportunities to 
participate in faith-based activities, enhancing their spiritual 
journey.



Partnerships with Charter Organizations 
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Top 20 Community Organization Partners with Scouting Units

Units



Light of Christ - 1,554

Parvuli Del - 1,562

Ad Altare Dei - 1,071

Light is Life - 22

Pope Pius XII - 366

Religious Emblems - 4,575

Patches - 17,164

Eucharistic Revival Patches 
Awarded - 10,364

3,279 packs, troops & crews 

68,330 youth



SAFEGUARD 

#1 JOB:
• Continue to reconcile with our past.

• Run the safest youth-serving program in the 

country.America’s Youth



Incidents of sexual abuse by year 
Decline reflects BSA safeguarding efforts beginning 1980’s 



PREVENTION PARTNERSHIPS EXAMPLES 

SYC
MEETNGS

NEB
MEETINGS

ANNUALLYGENERALLY

• Department of Homeland Security – Know2Protect – only 

YSO invited at launch

• Online Child Exploitation Prevention Initiative (OCEPI) – first 

and only YSO member – DOJ and Internet Crimes Against 
Children Collaboration. 

• Academic projects – for example, recent Scout experiences.

• US YSO engagement on approaches to prevention and 
knowledge sharing.

• Benchmarking on prevention project with the UK and 

Canadian Scouts. 

• Interpol crimes against children – sharing knowledge with 

Law enforcement on working with YSOs on prevention and 

perpetrator identification initiatives. 





2025 Goals
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Goal 1: Safeguarding Youth

Target: 0 (Zero) Serious Incidents

Goal 2:  Membership Growth

Membership Target:       2024 Actual               2025 Target

  1,030,862              1,075,000

Goal 3:  Satisfaction Index (VOS)

Satisfaction Score:       2024 Actual              2025 Target

            43.3%        46.0%

Goal 4: Financial Health (Debt Reduction)

Debt Reduction Target:     2024 Actual             2025 Target

 $360,000,000            $317,000,000



BUILDING BRIDGES WITH OUR 
CHARTERING PARTNERS

Preparing Young 

People for Lives of 

Purpose and Impact.
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