American Saint Series

Emil Kapaun Religious Activity

Venerable Father Emil Kapaun served as a United States Army
Chaplain during World War Il and the Korean War. He was captured
while ministering to wounded and dying soldiers at the battle of
Unsan in November 1950. While held in a prison camp in North
Korea, he ministered to his fellow soldiers, giving many of them
hope. Stories of his ministry were shared by survivors of the camp,
who were buoyed by his words and inspired by his example.
Unfortunately, Father Kapaun was singled out for particularly harsh
treatment by his captors. He died in Prison Camp Number 5 in
Pyoktong, North Korea in May 1951 at the age of 35.

The Emil Kapaun activity is part of the American Saint Series. This series honors men and women who led
heroic lives of faith that have greatly influenced American Catholics. Most of these men and women lived and
worked in North America in what is now the United States. Some others never set foot in America. All of them
sought to follow Jesus. The goal of each activity in this series is to help young people learn more about these
outstanding Catholics so that young people might relate to what they have done and look to them as role
models.

How to Participate in This Activity:

All: Read about Emil Kapaun. You can find information to complete the requirements below at
https://frkapaun.org/. Feel free to use other resources.

First — Fifth Grade Students: Complete five requirements and two activities OR visit the tomb of Emil Kapaun
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in in Wichita, Kansas.

Sixth — Twelfth Grade Students: Complete six requirements and three activities OR visit the tomb of Emil
Kapaun at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in in Wichita, Kansas.

Anyone who completes the necessary requirements and activities may receive a patch. Patches may be
ordered online at https://nccsshop.org/product/fr-emil-joseph-kapaun/.

Requirements:

1) Emil Kapaun showed a pious nature from an early age. Where did he ride his bike three miles to
early each morning before school?

2) Where did Emil Kapaun grow up? How did this place help him to be resourceful and handy?

3) How old was he when he was ordained a priest? In what two wars did Father Kapaun serve as an
Army Chaplain?

4) When and how did this holy man die?
5) Where is he buried?

6) Where is he on the path to sainthood?


https://frkapaun.org/
https://nccsshop.org/product/fr-emil-joseph-kapaun/

Activities:

1)

Discuss with your family or counselor some of the values that you admire most about Father Emil
Kapaun. What is he known for? How can you be more like him?

Father Kapaun served the sick and dying in a prisoner of war camp in North Korea, trying to bring
some hope and joy in a very unpleasant place. Make a card or write a letter to someone who could
use some hope and joy in their day and mail/deliver it to them.

Draw a picture of Father Kapaun serving his fellow prisoners in some way.

Father Kapaun prayed with and for his fellow soldiers; take time to offer prayers for members of our
military. Pray the Rosary or visit the graves of local veterans. Pray for those who have given their
lives in service to our country.

Father Kapaun would give pretend food to his fellow prisoners to make them laugh and spread joy
in a time of difficulty. Make one of your favorite treats and share it with someone to spread joy.

Requirements for Adults:

1)
2)
3)

4)

Assist young people in learning about Father Kapaun through this American Saint Religious Activity.
Share your thoughts about Father Kapaun with young people.

Review the responses to the requirements by young people to confirm their accuracy and to help
ensure young people understand the important lessons we can all learn from Father Kapaun.

If young people are to receive a patch, purchase the patch from the NCCS online store:
https://nccsshop.org/product/fr-emil-joseph-kapaun/

Answers to Requirements:

1)
2)
3)

4)

He rode his bike to the Church of St. John Nepomucene in Pilsen, Kansas, his family’s parish.

Emil Kapaun grew up on a farm in Pilsen, Kansas. He learned many skills on the farm.

He was ordained a priest at 24 years old and he served as an Army Chaplain at the end of World
War Il and during the Korean War.

Father Kapaun died in Prison Camp Number 5 in Pyoktong, North Korea on May 23, 1951, at the
age of 35. He was suffering from pneumonia and a blood clot in his leg and was very weak from
malnutrition.

The body of Father Kapaun is in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in the Diocese of
Wichita, Kansas.

Pope Francis declared Father Kapaun venerable in February 2025. The Catholic Church is
investigating several miracles that could be attributed to him. There are several steps on the path to
sainthood and these steps can take many years to complete. First, the local Bishop requests that
the Holy See open a cause for canonization. Then, there are four major steps to sainthood all led by
the Holy See: first, a person becomes recognized as a “Servant of God”, then becomes
"Venerable," then "Blessed" and then "Saint." Venerable is the title given to a deceased person
recognized formally by the pope as having lived a heroically virtuous life or having been a martyr.
Then, to be beatified and recognized as Blessed, one miracle acquired through the candidate's
intercession is required. Then, canonization requires a second miracle. The pope may waive these
requirements.
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