Faith Series

Pope — Vicar of Christ Religious Activity

“For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, and
as pastor of the entire Church has full, supreme, and universal power
over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise
unhindered.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 882). This activity
explores the role of the pope as Vicar of Christ. The patch for this
activity features an image of Pope Leo XIV, the 267'" pope, who is the
first pontiff born in America. He was a Cub Scout while he was
growing up in Chicago.

The Pope — Vicar of Christ activity is part of the Faith Series. This series
examines traditions and teachings of the Catholic faith. The goal of each activity in this series is to help young
people and adults learn more about the traditions and teachings of the Catholic faith.

How to Participate in This Activity:

All — Read about how a pope is chosen at https://www.usccb.org/offices/public-affairs/how-new-pope-chosen,
read about our first pope, Saint Peter at hitps://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint id=5358, read about
the role of bishops, archbishops and cardinals at - https://canonlawmadeeasy.com/2009/12/17/bishops-
archbishops-and-cardinals/, read about Pope Leo XIV at htips://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en.htm| and
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2025-05/biography-of-robert-francis-prevost-pope-leo-xiv.html. Feel
free to use other sources.

First — Fifth Grade Students: Complete three requirements and two activities.
Sixth — Twelfth Grade Students: Complete five requirements and three activities.

Anyone who completes the necessary requirements and activities may receive a patch. Patches may be
ordered online at: https://nccsshop.org/product/pope-vicar-of-christ/.

Requirements:

1) The pope is the head of the Roman Catholic Church. Who was the first pope and who appointed
him? What is his nickname?

2) When and how is a new pope elected? What is the signal that a new pope has been elected? The
pope is bishop of what city?

3) What responsibilities of a cardinal are different from the responsibilities of other priests and
bishops?

4) What is the name of the city that is the official papal residence and what is special about its
government?

5) What are some of the pope’s responsibilities? What does the title “Vicar of Christ” mean?
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Activities:

1)

Learn more about the first pope. With your parent’s permission, watch and listen to this video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUKn D4i7f8&list=PL58924NgWPIzvBk2IQVES xC4WTm6-
CDI

Create a drawing that illustrates an important aspect of Saint Peter’s life. Share the picture with
your family.

With your parent’s permission, watch this video to learn about the process to elect a new pope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CxP49witOM

Make a list of five popes from modern times; select one and learn more about his work and motto.
With your parent’s permission, visit this website and watch the video to learn more about Vatican
City. Make a list of five facts about the Vatican City and share with your parent/guardian or another
Scout. hitp://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-the-vatican-city/

Pope Leo XIV, our 267th pope, was a Cub Scout while growing up in Chicago. Make a list of five
other prominent leaders who were Scouts when they were growing up.

Requirements for Adults:

Assist young people in learning about the role of the pope as Vicar of Christ through this Faith
Series Religious Activity.

Share your understanding of the papacy with young people.

Review the responses to the requirements by young people to confirm their accuracy and to help
ensure young people understand the role of the pope in the Catholic Church.

If young people are to receive a patch for completing the activity, purchase the patch from the
NCCS online store: https://nccsshop.org/product/pope-vicar-of-christ/.

Answers to Requirements:

1)
2)

Saint Peter was the first pope. He was appointed by Christ. Saint Peter’s nickname is “The Rock”.
In the event the pope dies or resigns, the College of Cardinals meets in Rome to elect the new
pope. This meeting is called a conclave. Since 1878, all conclaves have taken place in the Sistine
Chapel. White smoke from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel signals the election of a new pope.
The pope is bishop of Rome.

In addition to his usual duties as a bishop, a cardinal is selected by a pope to serve in an advisory
role and address questions of importance to the Church including the election of a new pontiff.
The pope resides in Vatican City, which is a small, independent city-state located in central Rome.
Since the Lateran Pacts were signed in 1929, the Vatican has been the official residence of the
pope and the location of the Church’s central government.

As head of the Catholic Church the pope is the "is the perpetual and visible source and foundation
of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful”. (Catechism of the
Catholic Church 882) He selects bishops to head dioceses around the world as successors of the
Apostles, among many other responsibilities. “Vicar of Christ” is a title given to Saint Peter and to
his successors, the popes. “Vicar” means one who stands in for or acts for another. The pope, as
Vicar of Christ, is standing in for Christ on earth.
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